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ARTICLE II 

CITY COUNCIL  

 

2.14 RECALL FROM OFFICE 

 (a) Any member of the City Council, including the Mayor, may be recalled after 
six months in office. 

 (b) The procedure for recall of members of City Council shall be as follows: 

  (1) A petition for recall of a member of City Council shall be filed with 
the City Clerk. The petition shall be signed by those registered electors entitled to vote 
for a successor of the member of City Council sought to be recalled. The number of 
signatures required on the petition shall be a least equal in number to twenty five percent 
of all votes cast at the last preceding election for all candidates for the office that the 
person sought to be recalled occupies; 

  (2) The petition shall contain a general statement, in not more than 200 
words, of the grounds upon which recall is sought; 

  (3) The registered electors signing the petition for recall shall be the sole 
and exclusive judges of the legality, reasonableness, and sufficiency of the grounds for 
recall and such grounds shall not be subject to review; 

  (4) All petitions are sufficient if they appear to be signed by the requisite 
number of signers who are registered electors, unless a protest, in writing and under oath, 
is filed with the City Clerk within fifteen days after the recall petition has been filed with 
the City Clerk. The protest shall specify the grounds upon which the protest is filed; 

  (5) The City Clerk shall hold a hearing on the protest. All testimony shall 
be under oath. The hearing shall be concluded within thirty days after the recall petition is 
filed with the City Clerk. The findings and conclusions of the City Clerk shall be certified 
to the person or persons representing the signers of the recall petition; 
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  (6) In case the petition is not sufficient, it may be withdrawn by the person 
or a majority of the persons representing the signers of the recall petition. Within fifteen 
days thereafter, the petition may be amended and refiled as an original petition; 

  (7) When a recall petition is sufficient, the City Clerk shall submit the 
petition and a certificate of its sufficiency to the City Council at its next regular or special 
meeting. The City Council shall order and fix the date for a special election to be held in 
not less than thirty days nor more than sixty days after the date of submission of the recall 
petition to the City Council, except that if a regular municipal election is to be held 
within ninety days after the date of submission of the recall petition to the City Council, 
the recall election shall be held as part of the regular municipal election; 

  (8) There shall be printed on the ballot, for each member of City Council 
whose recall is to be voted upon, the words, "Shall (name of person against whom the 
recall petition is filed) be recalled from the Office of (Mayor) (City Council for Ward)." 
Following such question shall be the words "Yes" and "No" on separate lines; 

  (9) The names of candidates to succeed the person sought to be recalled 
will be placed on the ballot in accordance with the provisions of ordinance or as 
otherwise provided by law. In no event shall the name of the person against whom the 
recall petition is filed appear as a successor candidate for such office; 

  (10) If a majority of those voting on the question of recall of any 
incumbent from office vote "No" said incumbent shall continue in office. If a majority 
vote "Yes", the incumbent shall be removed from the office immediately upon 
certification of the election results; 

  (11) If the vote in a recall election recalls a member of City Council, the 
successor candidate receiving the highest number of votes for the office vacated shall be 
declared elected for the remainder of the term of office upon certification of the election 
results, and 

  (12) After one recall petition and election, no further petition shall be filed 
against the same member of City Council during the remainder of the term for which 
elected unless the petitioners signing such petition equal fifty percent of all ballots cast 
for that office at the last preceding regular municipal election. 


