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Lakewood City Center Placemaking Signage Guidelines: A Pattern Book

The purpose of these guidelines is to help visually unify Lakewood City Center through the implementation of coordinated signage elements.
These guidelines are intended to create high-impact ideas, provide clarity, and serve as a practical and useable conceptual guide to introduce

these signage elements over time.

Background and Purpose

The four quadrants of the Alameda Avenue and Wadsworth
Boulevard intersection have been identified in numerous
adopted planning documents as Lakewood’s City Center and
significant public and private investment has been made in this
area. Important civic, cultural, governmental and commercial
uses include the City of Lakewood government offices, the
Lakewood Cultural Center, West Metro Fire District offices,
Belmar Park, Lakewood City Commons, and Belmar, which is
an award-winning, mixed-use development.

However, while numerous important community destinations
exist in this area, there is no unifying visual identification for
Lakewood City Center or a wayfinding system to guide visitors
to and within City Center. The City of Lakewood would like to
help improve the visual unification of the area by providing
guidance on public and private signage concepts.
Implementation of these Signage Guidelines can help improve
the visitor's experience and ensure that the diverse civic,
cultural, commercial, and recreational amenities within City
Center are easy to recognize and navigate.
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Approximate study area boundaries for Lakewood City Center Placemaking Signage elements.
Outer Boundaries directional signage is recommended outside of these boundaries, as
illustrated on the Programming Plan map insert.



Alameda Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard are major corridors into Lakewood City Center and are

traveled by tens of thousands of vehicles daily. Currently, very limited signage exists along these

corridors to guide visitors to the City Center and to destinations within City Center. Wayfinding
signage, where it does exist, does not help to establish a unique visual identity for the district. Also,
while an ample amount of retail signage exists within the study area, signage guiding visitors to the
civic uses is lacking.

Cities that install wayfinding sign systems often see an increase in tourism, commerce, and foot traffic
to local institutions. Currently, few communities in the Denver region have wayfinding signage
programs. The implementation of these Signage Guidelines can help position Lakewood as a focal
point in the Denver metro area and a community at the forefront of using signage to create a strong
visual identity.

Implementation of Adopted Plans

Creation of these guidelines addresses several goals of the North Wadsworth Boulevard Corridor
Plan, which was adopted as an amendment to the City’s Comprehensive Plan in June 2009. The plan
establishes a vision for the Wadsworth Corridor and provides recommendations for future
development and redevelopment along the Corridor. Public involvement was instrumental in creating
the plan vision, and developing the goals and action steps to implement the vision. Creation of the
Lakewood City Center Placemaking Signage Guidelines: A Pattern Book helps to implement the
following goals and action steps of the Wadsworth plan:

Goal LU7: Make Lakewood Center more visible as “Downtown Lakewood”.

NORTH
WADSWORTH BOULEVARD
CORRIDOR PLAN

Action Step LU7-1 (High Priority): Explore the option of installing wayfinding
; signage along the Wadsworth Corridor to direct people to “Downtown
Lakewood”.

Action step LU7-3: Create stronger bicycle and pedestrian connections
within Lakewood Center between Belmar, City Commons, and Belmar Park
.4 to integrate the civic, commercial, residential, and open space uses
% [implementation of these signage guidelines will result in improved
~ pedestrian information signage to help implement this action step].




Goal UDS2:  Create a clear identity for Wadsworth Boulevard, which is a major gateway into and through the City of Lakewood, by using
attractive urban design and streetscape elements.

Action Step UDS 2-1 (High Priority): Create and implement a sign plan for Wadsworth Boulevard...to provide an integrated and
unique theme for signage. Explore the possibility of overhead banners and “Welcome to Lakewood Center/Downtown” or
“Welcome to Lakewood” signage as well as wayfinding signage for locations such as the Heritage Center, City Hall and the light
rail station...”

The Alameda Cornerstone Plan is also an adopted amendment to the City’s Comprehensive Plan.
The Cornerstone Plan identifies the intersection of Alameda Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard as
Downtown Lakewood and recommends physically and visually uniting the four quadrants of the intersection

THE ALAMEDA CORNERSTONE PLAN

so they are thought of as a unified district. | R
The plan envisions “a cleaner, more pedestrian oriented city and downtown area” and a “pleasant area, PEVSEE J‘i '
attractive for living and for pedestrian shoppers”. Implementation of the Signage Guidelines, and particularly i =

the pedestrian information signage, will assist in creating a more vibrant, walkable downtown area. The plan e, it lan

also recommends using the intersections as an opportunity to showcase regional artists and public art.

The creation of these Signage Guidelines also supports goals within the City of Lakewood’s Comprehensive Plan,
including the following:

Goal: Strengthen Lakewood’s image and identity with emphasis on livability and vitality.
Lakeviood Policy: Continue to support the Lakewood City Center as a focal point for Lakewood’s identity
Comprehensive Plan and activities.
Policy: Delineate entryways to Lakewood and between urban centers within the City.
Action Step: Develop entry features/gateway elements at key entries to the City.

Goal: Promote compact land use patterns and the development of mixed-use centers.
Policy: Promote accessibility to and circulation within mixed-use developments for all
appropriate modes of transportation.

The Comprehensive Plan also recommends the City identify major thoroughfares that are important in expressing the City’s identity, such as
Alameda Avenue or Wadsworth Boulevard. The plan recommends defining themes for the thoroughfares that include standards for signage
and other streetscape elements.



Application of Signage Guidelines

These guidelines are not intended to be prescriptive, but rather to provide guidance on general design themes, sign typology, and potential
locations for Lakewood City Center signage, both public and private. It is important to note that both Belmar and City Commons have sign
packages in place, and these guidelines do not affect how their sign packages are implemented. The guidelines apply to private signage in the
sense that they can be used to generate ideas and provide recommendations to private property owners if they decide they would like to
incorporate any common City Center elements into private signage in the future.

The study area boundaries are indicated on the Programming Plan (see Page 6 and Map Insert). In general, City Center directional signage is
recommended between 6 Avenue, Mississippi Avenue, Sheridan Boulevard, and Kipling Street. More site specific directional signage, area
identification, and project identification signage is recommended within the four quadrants of the Alameda Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard
intersection.

Existing public directional signage within the study area is anticipated to be phased out in the future as these guidelines are implemented.
Funding for public signage may come from grants, general funds, or other collaborative efforts between the Alameda Gateway Community
Association, the City of Lakewood, and private developers. The Signage Guideline recommendations may be incorporated into private projects
as new development occurs or as existing signage is updated. Implementation of these guidelines will occur through a coordinated effort
between the City of Lakewood, the Alameda Gateway Community Association/Alameda Corridor Business Improvement District, property and
business owners, and the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT).

The sign examples included throughout this document are illustrative only and are intended to indicate the types of information and scale
appropriate for various sign types. Prior to implementation, a more refined design process will need to occur with all interested stakeholders to
develop the various signage elements.



Process

The Signage Guidelines were
created through a
collaborative effort with a
consultant and stakeholders,
including representatives
from Lakewood City
Commons, Belmar, the

Alameda Gateway
Community Association,
Lakewood Planning

Commission, and City staff
from several departments.

The stakeholders met
several times as a group
with staff  and the
consultant, and also met
individually with staff to
create the guidelines. During
the process, the
stakeholders were asked to
identify the strengths of the
existing signage and
identification of Lakewood
City Center and consider
opportunities to strengthen

-

these elements. In general, the stakeholders agreed there is sufficient retail signage, but civic and wayfinding signage is lacking. The group also
agreed that opportunities exist to bring visitors in to the City Center and once at City Center, to guide them to specific destinations.

To create these guidelines, stakeholders participated in a visioning process to determine what type of architectural style and elements might be
appropriate for Lakewood City Center signage. The above images illustrate some of the preferred architectural styles. The visioning session,
meetings, and conversations with stakeholders resulted in creation of the Guide Posts that are identified in the Signage Guidelines section.



Programming Plan (See Map Insert)

The Programming Plan illustrates suggested locations for various Lakewood City Center signage elements. In general, the Plan shows how a
selection of signage can be arranged to create a continuous and appropriate set of messages for visitors. As few signs as possible should be
used to communicate directions to and within Lakewood City Center. Also, it should be noted that the Programming Plan is not intended to
illustrate specific locations of signage elements. As these guidelines are implemented, specific signage location and messaging should be
identified with input from all affected stakeholders.

The signage elements identified on the Programming Plan are described in the next section.
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Signage Elements

A variety of signage elements are recommended to strengthen the identification and navigability of
Lakewood City Center. The various signage elements, with graphics illustrating sample designs for
each element, are described below. Please note, these graphics are not intended to illustrate the
specific signage design that should be implemented. Rather, they are examples that incorporate key
elements of the Guide Posts, which are provided in the Signage Guidelines section. Also, this list of
signage elements is not exhaustive. During the final design process, additional signage elements may
be recommended or modifications to these recommended elements could occur.

District Monument Feature

Summary:

A monument feature can help identify a district or neighborhood. The materials, colors,
dramatic lighting, design and location of the District Monument Feature can create an iconic
image and public art piece that will become synonymous with Lakewood City Center. One
concept discussed for a District Monument Feature includes the use of seasonal images or
special event banners as a primary element.

Recommended Location:

During the signage guidelines creation process, stakeholders identified the southwest corner
of the Alameda Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard intersection as a recommended location
for a City Center District Monument Feature. The feature should be integrated into the
existing site and property owners should be closely involved with final design and
placement.

Sounds Exciting

2010

The existing Lakewood City Commons sign at Alameda
Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard (left). An example of a
District Monument Feature that could be located at this
corner (right), with a graphic panel advertising a seasonal
City Center event.




Median Monument

Summary:

Median Monuments can help establish a visual cue that visitors have entered a special area or district. The visibility
of the Lakewood City Center District can be strengthened through the use of Median Monuments at key locations
along Alameda Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard. The Median Monuments should be designed to be viewed
from all sides and should be coordinated with the design of the larger City Center District Monument Feature to
create a unified look and feel.

Recommended Location:

A total of four Median Monuments are recommended, one at each approach to the Alameda Avenue and
Wadsworth Boulevard intersection. The monuments should be placed in the center raised medians at
approximately equal distances from the intersection, to the extent possible. Medians need to be of sufficient width
to accommodate a Median Monument.

Entry Marker

Summary:
Entry Markers can help identify the entrance into a specific area or development. Entry Markers currently exist at the Wadsworth
Boulevard and Virginia Avenue intersection, and the Alameda Avenue and Allison Parkway intersection to mark the entrances into
Lakewood City Commons. Entry Markers also exist at the main entrances to Belmar along both Wadsworth Boulevard and Alameda
Avenue. Incorporating elements of these guidelines into future Entry Markers, if private property owners are
interested in doing so, will further strengthen the identification and branding of Lakewood City Center.

Recommended Location: ,,
Opportunities may exist to modify the existing City Commons or Belmar Entry Markers in LAHEWDDD
the future to let visitors know they are entering a development within City Center. In QEE—

Wl CITY CENTER

addition, Entry Markers that incorporate elements of these signage guidelines could be
placed at entrances to future larger developments north of Alameda Avenue within City
Center, at the City of Lakewood’s discretion. Entry Markers should only be used where the
City of Lakewood feels they are appropriate to strengthen the identification of the area.
This signage element should be used sparingly so as not to create visual clutter.

The existing Lakewood City Commons Entry Marker at Wadsworth Boulevard and Virginia Avenue (left).
An example of a new Entry Marker that incorporates elements of the signage guidelines (right).




District Banners

Summary:

Banners can be a short-term, low cost method of creating identity for a district. The Alameda Gateway Community
Association already has a successful banner program in place along Alameda Avenue and a portion of Wadsworth
Boulevard. Implementation of Lakewood City Center District Banners is recommended and should be a coordinated
effort between the Alameda Gateway Community Association and the City of Lakewood. As proposed, the banners
could change seasonally, and advertise upcoming area events. Also, Lakewood City Center District Banners could be
interspersed with existing banners that announce seasonal events within City Center, such as Festival Italiano.

Recommended Location:

Banners could be placed on existing poles currently utilized by the Alameda Gateway Community Association banners
or on new poles. Wind loading must be determined to ensure feasibility of banner placement. In general, banners are
recommended to be spaced approximately one on each side of the block in the blocks leading up to City Center. At
the Alameda Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard intersection, banner spacing could increase to two on each side of
the block to flank the intersection and announce the location of Lakewood City Center.

Private Project Identification Signage

Summary:
Currently, two prominent private developments are located on the south side of
Alameda Avenue within Lakewood City Center — Belmar and Lakewood City Commons.

LIQUOR Both developments have their own unique branding, identification and signage;

© GROCERIES however, these developments may choose to incorporate elements of these guidelines as signage is
HOBBIES updated in the future to help create a stronger identity for the entire district. The properties to the north
MEN’S SUITS . of Alameda Avenue within Lakewood City Center are currently vacant or not fully developed.

Opportunities exist to implement these guidelines with private project identification signage in these
areas in the future if the property owners are interested.

Recommended Location:
As appropriate along Alameda Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard within Lakewood City Center to
identify developments and/or individual businesses.




Directional Signage

Summary:
Directing visitors both to and within Lakewood City Center are key goals of implementing these guidelines. A consistent style should be
used to create attractive, easily recognized and easy to read directional signs within the study area.

Recommended Location:
Location of directional signage will need to be coordinated with the City of Lakewood and CDOT to ensure appropriate placement and
to avoid conflict with regulatory signage. A variety of directional sighage elements are recommended, as outlined below.

Hierarchy

Directional signage elements must reflect a hierarchy of content and design with regard to location, audience, and messaging
of the signage. Content of signage at the outer boundaries of Lakewood City Center will differ from signage within the City
Center. In general, Outer Boundaries and Freeway signage is intended to let visitors know Lakewood City Center is nearby, and
should point them in the right direction. District Directional and Pedestrian Information signage provides more detailed
wayfinding information about specific destinations within City Center.

Outer Boundaries and Freeway Signage

Outer Boundaries directional signage should display a limited amount of information, as shown in the
example on the left. The intent is to direct visitors to Lakewood City Center with a simple and clean
design. Freeway signage is recommended on US 6 at the Wadsworth Boulevard interchange to guide
visitors off the freeway to Lakewood City Center. Design and implementation of Freeway signage will
require close coordination and consultation with CDOT in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD) standards.

District Directional Signage

District Directional signage should be located in the immediate vicinity of Lakewood City Center to guide
visitors to specific destinations, such as City Hall, Belmar Park, the Cultural Center, Belmar, City Commons,
etc. An example of appropriate messaging is indicated on the sign on the right. Single use signs are
discouraged for District Directional signage. Instead, when appropriate, information for up to three
destinations per sign should be provided.

Example of Outer Boundaries signage (left) and District Directional signage (right) that incorporate elements of the signage guidelines.

10



Pedestrian Information

Pedestrian Information signage should be placed strategically throughout the four quadrants of Lakewood City Center in areas
with higher volumes of pedestrians and/or bicyclists. Several recommended locations for Pedestrian Information signage are
illustrated on the Programming Plan. This signage element could include small, pedestrian-scaled wayfinding signage, or a
larger kiosk-type feature that, in addition to providing directional information, could serve as a “community board” to display
information about meetings or special events within City Center. Several kiosks are located within Belmar and they serve to
identify Belmar destinations and community events.

Eutteral tanter
Heritagn Park

Library

These locations within City Commons may be
appropriate for a pedestrian kiosk element.

This kiosk in Belmar provides Example of a design for a pedestrian
pedestrians  with wayfinding wayfinding sign.
and community information.
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Signage Guidelines

This section identifies specific guideline recommendations for development of public and private signage within the Lakewood City Center
study area.

Guide Posts

These Guide Posts were created by the stakeholders as concepts that are recommended to be incorporated into future Lakewood City
Center signage design.

e Llarge, changeable graphic panel on the District Monument Feature that can coordinate with performances or seasonal events at
Lakewood City Center

e Dynamic geometric forms, with size that captures attention and serves to create a landmark status

e Mountain theme

e Tall/vertical element

¢ Information should be clear and easily accessed, including adequate font size and sufficient background to font color contrast
e Beautifully landscaped environment

e Dramatic lighting and interior illumination for nighttime appeal — impressive impact on City Center visitors

e Clean, yet simple type font to present a contemporary image

e Sustainable elements — e.g. solar panels could be used on the District Monument Feature to provide energy for illumination
e Cool colors that differentiate — Blues and Greens

e Location is everything

e District Monument Feature and Median Monuments must have 360 degree view with attractive design on all sides

e Create a branded City Center environment worthy of a Blogosphere — Twitter, Facebook, etc.

e Incorporate public art to build on the success of the Alameda Gateway Community Association’s public art program

12



Color Palette

The consistent use of color on Lakewood City Center signage is important. Color provides aesthetic interest and the continuity needed
for a unified City Center identity. Signage colors need to provide suitable minimum contrasting with lettering to provide clarity and
legibility both day and night. The recommended color palette includes a range of blues and greens. These colors were chosen for a
variety of reasons:

e Uniquely brands Lakewood City Center — most other communities in the metro area use a warm color palette for branding and
identification.
e The City of Lakewood logo is blue and many existing City branding elements are blue.

e The blues and greens are harmonious with nature and are a reflection of Belmar Lake and the natural environment of Belmar Park,
located within Lakewood City Center.

e The blues and greens play off the name “Lakewood” — which brings to mind water and trees.

PMS-7494 PMS-555 PMS-5473 PMS-2905 PMS-630 PMS-7473

These colors are representative of shades that may be appropriate for Lakewood City Center signage.

13



Type Fonts

The typographic style should communicate a contemporary and vibrant City Center image. A clean, modern Sans Serif font should be
incorporated into the sign design for easy readability from vehicular traffic and for nighttime illumination. Font type should be
consistent between all signage elements when signage is implemented. Examples of Sans Serif fonts that may be appropriate are
indicated below. It should be noted that this graphic is only intended to illustrate possible font styles, and not the color contrast
between the font and signage background.

LAKEWOQD

Transfer Hydrous Serus

This all-terrain typeface brings a soft Variable serifs and ball finials keep the design from This clean and distinctive simi-serif typeface
disposition to an otherwise industrial taking itself too seriously while reinforced stems and delivers recognizability and unigueness in a
framework. Being condensed helps get more strokes ensure a strong run at any typographic scale. slightly condensed body style.

information into a smaller space.
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Materials

A variety of materials are recommended for the various Lakewood City Center signage elements.

e Monument, entry, and directional signage should utilize aluminum that is painted with architectural grade paint (which increases
longevity).

e Lexan panels should be used for graphic illumination. The panels should incorporate adequate lumens for nighttime visibility, and
be field tested. Lexan is superior to resist scratching from wind blown debris and UV “yellowing” color with age. The Lexan product
should be UV protected to avoid degradation of the printed graphics.

e Brick or sandstone was identified as a material that could be used to build on the existing architectural design of both City
Commons and Belmar. Incorporation of these materials into a District Monument Feature, Median Monuments or Entry Markers
should be considered during the final design process.

Scale

The following table provides general recommendations for the scale of the various signage elements. The importance of maintaining
scale over time should be noted, particularly with regard to a District Monument Feature. Current development patterns at the
Alameda Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard intersection are generally low-density. However, future plans for the area recommend
increased building heights and it will be important to design a District Monument Feature that will maintain its status over time as the
area develops.

Along Wadsworth Boulevard and US 6, the MUTCD will influence the scale and design of the directional signage.

Signage Element Recommendation

District Monument Feature 40-60 feet tall to create an identifiable Lakewood City Center brand and a lasting memory
Median Monuments 6—10 feet tall

Entry Markers Up to 12 feet tall for larger developments — with approval from the City of Lakewood
Outer Boundaries and District Directional Approximately 12 square feet - 3’ x4’ or 2’ x 6’

Pedestrian Information Approximately 8 feet tall

District Banners Approximately 6’ x 3’ - confirm size based on windloading of existing or new poles

Private Project Signage Appropriate to location and in conformance with Lakewood Zoning Ordinance requirements
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Summary and Next Steps

These Signage Guidelines were created through a collaborative process with stakeholders and City of Lakewood staff with the intent of
achieving the following outcomes:

e Create ideas that will help implement unique, coordinated, and memorable signage elements for Lakewood City Center to
strengthen the four quadrants of the Alameda Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard intersection as downtown Lakewood.

e Design the signage elements to reflect and enhance the existing civic, cultural, governmental, recreational and commercial uses in
the district.

e Communicate a sense of permanence, vibrancy, and quality of life through the form, materials, placement, and construction of the
signage elements.

e Design and implement signage elements that capture the interest of motorists and pedestrians.

e Guide visitors through the district through a clear, unified, cohesive set of wayfinding landmarks, icons, and gateways.

The creation of the Lakewood City Center Signage Guidelines: A Pattern Book document is the first in a series of steps that are necessary
before these sighage elements can be implemented. The next steps in the process include:
e Working with stakeholders to identify priorities for implementing the various signage elements.

e Identifying partnerships and strategies for funding. It is anticipated that funding will occur through a combination of sources. The
various signage elements will likely be implemented in phases as funding is secured, or in the case of private signage, as new
development occurs or older signage is updated.

e Using identified funding to hire a designer to work with stakeholders to create a final design for the recommended signage
elements. The final design will build on the Guide Posts and recommendations that are outlined in this document.
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