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See W Line, page 4

 Working Together: Denver, Lakewood 
and Edgewater! See plans for new 
housing opportunities along the light 
rail, hear great music and enjoy food 
trucks. Event sponsored by Urban 
Land Conservancy, 9 to 5 Winning 

 Residents can use Nextdoor.com 
to get to know their neighbors, ask 
questions and exchange local advice 
and recommendations on everything 
from babysitters to plumbers. Topics 
of discussion on Nextdoor.com are 
as varied as local events, school 
activities, disaster preparedness, 
recent crime activity, upcoming 
garage sales and even lost pets.
 Nextdoor.com is designed 

specifically to make neighbors feel 
comfortable sharing information 
with one another to 
help build stronger 
communities, and 
building stronger 
communities 
is a priority 
for Mayor Bob 
Murphy’s Lakewood Linked 
concept. Lakewood Linked serves to 

As part of the Lakewood Linked initiative, the City is working with 
neighborhoods to become part of Nextdoor.com, a private social 
networking website that fosters neighbor-to-neighbor communication 
and collaboration. It’s the modern way to be neighborly.

New way to be neighborly in Lakewood 

Ride west on the W Line
The West Rail Line from Denver through Lakewood to Golden 
is set to open next month, and Lakewood will celebrate with 
festive events from 10 a.m. to  4 p.m. on Saturday, April 27 at 
all of the city’s seven stations. The Regional Transportation 
District also is commemorating the event with free rides for 
the W Line starting the afternoon of Friday, April 26 when the 
line opens and for the entire light rail system on April 27. 

Station Parties
Sheridan Station

Justice for Working Women, West 
Colfax Community Association, Two 
Creeks Neighborhood, Villa Park 
Neighborhood and the office of 
Denver Council member Paul Lopez. 

Lamar Station 
 40 West Arts District Street Fair! 
Visit this gateway to the newest 
arts district to talk with artists, 

watch demonstrations and enjoy 
kid’s activities, chalk art, live 
entertainment, great food and more. 
Event sponsored by Rocky Mountain 
College of Art + Design and the 40 
West Arts District. 

Lakewood-Wadsworth 
Station
 Celebrating Lakewood’s Past, 
Present and Future: History and 
Sustainability! See Lakewood’s 
history showcased along with live 
music, locally owned and operated 
businesses and restaurants, 
sustainability information and a 
video booth to share memories 

of Colfax and Lakewood. Event 
sponsored by the West Colfax 
Community Association, the Belmar 
district and the neighborhood 
association as well as the Eiber 
Neighborhood Association. 

Garrison Station 
 Eiber: Great Neighbors! Listen 
to a capella bands and local 
school performances and see 
a historic Lakewood Police car. 
Event sponsored by the Eiber 
Neighborhood Association and St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church. 

facilitate neighborhood interaction, 
strengthen the ties between 
Lakewood residents and establish 
new connections within the 
community.
 “Sometimes that sense of being 
part of a neighborhood has gotten 
lost in our modern way of living, and 
Nextdoor.com helps residents know 
they have neighbors they can rely 

on,” Mayor Murphy 
said. “Those types 
of connections are 
critical to creating 
healthy, strong 
and dynamic 
neighborhoods.”

 Those interested in joining their 
neighborhood’s Nextdoor website 

can visit www.Lakewood.org/
Neighbors. If Nextdoor is available 
in their area, residents can sign up 
immediately. If a Nextdoor website 
isn’t available in their neighborhood, 
residents can become a founding 
member to start a site. 
 Information shared on 
Nextdoor.com is password protected 
and cannot be accessed by those 
outside the neighborhood or found 
on Google or other search engines. 
The site also verifies that those 
registering for a neighborhood 
actually live there. Nextdoor.com 
also never shares personal 
information with any third parties 
including the City of Lakewood.

Red Stations:
Park-n-Rides

75 18

Lakewood
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Letter from the Mayor

Council Corner

Adam Paul David Wiechman

WARD 4

City Manager
Kathy Hodgson

 Looking @Lakewood is a 
newsletter published by the 

City of Lakewood,
480 S. Allison Parkway, 
Lakewood, CO  80226.
www.Lakewood.org

It is distributed to all households 
and businesses in the city.
Alternative formats of this 

publication 
available upon request.
Editor Stacie Oulton, 

303-987-7050
Designer Alvaro Pinel

West Rail, Field of Dreams 
top Ward 4 news

 As a story on the front page of 
this newsletter notes, the big news 
is the opening of the Regional 
Transportation District’s West 
light rail line on April 26.  Ward 
4 residents will be able to park 
at the Federal Center Station  to 
ride the light rail downtown and 
elsewhere in the metro area.  The 
West Line will bring convenience, 
conservation of resources and 
reduced pollution as well as 
provide a new transportation 
option for getting to work, 
shopping and entertainment.
 We anticipate the boundaries 
of our ward will be redrawn in 
the next few weeks, and there are 

two reasons why that will occur.  
First, the last census showed a drop 
in Lakewood’s population, and 
state law requires all five wards 
to have the same population as is 
practical. Ward boundaries need 
to be adjusted to ensure that each 
ward has about 28,600 residents 
so that each City Council member 
represents the same number of 
residents. Second, Jefferson County 
performed a redistricting of voting 
precincts, which caused some 
precincts to be split between two 
wards. Ward boundaries need to 
change to make sure precincts are 
contained in only one ward.  The City 
Council will give final approval to 
the change in ward boundaries, and 
residents can check on when this 
will occur at www.Lakewood.org/
CouncilMeetings.
 We are very excited to see the 
Foothills Field of Dreams project 
getting off the ground.  As we 
mentioned last year, this is a public-
private collaboration to spruce up 
sports fields at Foothills Elementary 
School.  Working with the school 
district, the community is seeking 
to raise funds to rebuild the fields, 
enhance the site’s landscaping and 
start a community garden.  
 In a matter of just a few months, 
a grassroots group, which includes 

local churches, businesses, 
homeowners associations, school 
groups and individuals, has raised 
nearly $35,000. This community 
generosity will help match a grant 
application to Great Outdoors 
Colorado to bring this project to 
life.  Donations also can be made by 
writing a check to Foothills Field of 
Dreams and mailing it to Foothills 
Elementary School, 13165 W. Ohio 
Ave., Lakewood, 80228.  Donations 
also can be made online through 
PayPal by going to either www.
FoothillsFieldofDreams.com or www.
DonorsChoose.com. 
 Residents also should be aware 
that the Green Mountain Recreation 
Center will close for annual 
maintenance May 28-31, so plan 
to use one of Lakewood’s other 
recreation centers during that time.
 On a final note, we would like to 
duplicate the success of last year’s 
Cops, Council and Community 
Forum with our colleagues from 
Ward 5. Stay tuned to www.
Lakewood.org to find out when 
the next forum will be or sign up to 
receive the Friday Report at www.
Lakewood.org/StayInformed. The 
night always includes dinner and an 
informational presentation, and it 
allows residents to talk with or ask 
questions of their council members 

and Lakewood Police agents.  
These forums are in addition to 
the regular monthly meeting we 
have with residents at 9:30 a.m. on 
the second Saturday of the month 
at Green Mountain Presbyterian 
Church, 12900 W. Alameda 
Parkway.

Adam Paul
303-988-6484
apaul@lakewood.org

David Wiechman
303-986-4818
dwiechman@lakewood.org

2013 State of the City robust 
and moving forward

 The State of the City address 
is a yearly opportunity for me to 
update the community on both 
the accomplishments of the prior 
year and the vision for the future. It 
is also, as I said at this year’s event 
on Feb. 28, the one chance we 
have to gather together to focus 
on and celebrate Lakewood. For 
the last four years, the address has 
been delivered live at a community 
luncheon at the Sheraton Denver 
West Hotel.  I am so pleased with 
the growth of the event that now 
raises more than $8,500, which 
is distributed to 15 nonprofit 
organizations serving Lakewood.  
For its success, I deeply thank the 
Lakewood Foothills Rotary Club and 
the business improvement districts 
on Colfax and Alameda avenues and 
all of the sponsors.

 As I lightheartedly told several 
groups over the last few weeks, I 
can sum up a 25-minute speech in 
one word: The state of the city is 
“great!”  2012 was another successful 
financial year as the City again spent 
less money than it brought in, thus 
adding to our savings account for 
the eighth year in a row. But it was 
a year of unimaginable tragedy as 
Police Agent James Davies lost his 
life in the line of duty, the first such 
occurrence in our history.  Again, I 
thank everyone for the outpouring 
of grief and prayer and expressions 
of support for Agent Davies’ family 
and the entire department.
 2012 was also a year of difficult 
legislative and land-use issues. City 
Council was successful in passing a 
stronger but balanced new smoking 
ordinance as well as the first update 
to the Zoning Code in more than 30 
years. We were also able to approve 
a dynamic new campus plan for 
Colorado Christian University, 
allowing this prestigious institution 
to grow in place in the city it has 
called home for more than 50 years.
 As I look ahead, I see a future so 
bright for Lakewood that, as the 

song goes, “we gotta wear shades!”  
The reason for this excitement is the 
coming light rail with the new W 
Line opening April 26. It is going to 
fundamentally change Lakewood 
for the better. Not only will it allow 
Lakewood residents to access 
downtown for culture, sports and 
entertainment, but it also is a reason 
for new people and new businesses 
to come here. The line bridges the 
best of what we already have — 
stable neighborhoods, great schools, 
strong employment centers — with 
the best that is yet to come.
 People young and not so young 
want to live and work near this new 
form of transit, and companies will 
be relocating here to retain and 
attract the most talented workforce.  
Whether it’s St. Anthony Hospital, 
DaVita Clinical Research or Weston 
Solutions, we already see this 
happening, and the train isn’t even 
running yet! 
 Already we are seeing new 
options for housing, as singles, 
seniors and young families look for 
something different: a smaller home 
with lower maintenance and located 
closer to urban amenities.  Those 
looking for this type of home will 
have more choices on where and 
how to live.

When the line to Denver 
International Airport opens, as I 
said in my speech, Lakewood will 
be connected to the world by rail. 
This will be advantageous to our 
existing major employers at Oak 
Street, the St. Anthony Medical 
Campus and the Federal Center, but 
it also  will help us attract new 21st 
century information and technology 
businesses.
 We are so fortunate here in 
Lakewood.  Our location between 
downtown and the mountains, 
our park and open space system, 
our beautiful neighborhoods, 
incredible people, active business 
community and now a new mode 
of transportation have all combined 
to create a unique convergence of 
forces that has our city poised for 
greatness.  Lakewood, our time is 
now!

Bob Murphy
303-987-7040
bmurphy@lakewood.org



March  2013 • Looking@Lakewood • 3

Welcome to

Grand Openings

 The 40 West Arts District is a 
finalist for the 2013 Live Work Play 
People’s Choice Award, and the 
winner is chosen by metro area 
residents and businesses voting 
online. 
 Vote now before the deadline of 
noon, April 24. Let everyone know 
that 40 West is the best!
 The Denver Regional Council 
of Governments presents the 
award to honor outstanding 
places, events and projects 
that support and contribute 
to livable communities.  
In just over three years, 
the idea of an arts district 
has gone from a fledging 
thought suggested during 
a community meeting as a 
way to revitalize an older, 
eclectic neighborhood and 
commercial corridor to 
become a force in the metro 
area arts scene.
 Since forming, the 40 West 
Arts District has created a 
number of highly successful 
events including the 40 West 
Arts RIOT, the Arts Along 

 A community garden at Eiber 
Elementary School and new 
playground equipment at Green 
Gables Park, 1450 S. Garrison 
St., are among the five projects 
funded through the City’s 2013 
Neighborhood Participation 
Program.
 The other three projects are a 
sculpture for the future roundabout 
at West 14th Avenue and Lamar 
Street near the new Lamar Station 
for the West Line; replacement of 
the tennis courts at O’Kane Park, 
7101 W. First  Ave.; and landscape 
improvements for the entrance to 
the Gray Community Gardens.
 Established in 1992, the 
program provides grants for 

 

• Chicago Style Beef and Dogs celebrated 
its 15-year anniversary in March, 6680 W. 
Colfax Ave., 303-233-0500, 
www.chicago-colorado.com. 
• Color Me Mine, a paint-it-yourself pottery 
studio, opened in Belmar at 7134 W. Alaska 
Drive, 303-934-9440, 
www.lakewood.colormemine.com. 
• The Edge Theatre Company moved to the 
40 West Arts District, 1560 Teller St., 303-521-
8041, www.theeproject.org.
•The Everything Gallery celebrated its 
one-year anniversary on March 23, 1492B 
Ammons St., 720-883-8132, 
www.theeverythinggallery.com.
• The Lakewood Grill celebrated the one-
year anniversary of new ownership, menu 
overhaul and a major remodel, 8100 W. Colfax 
Ave., 303-237-8051, 
http://thelakewoodgrill.com.
• Liberty Tax Service opened at 1535 S. 
Kipling St., Suite F, 303-986-0956. 
• Marshalls has opened in Denver West at 
14391 W. Colfax Ave., 303-278-8889, 
www.marshallsonline.com.

• Precious Little Ones Learning Center, 
a day care, opened at 2020 Wadsworth 
Blvd., Unit 7, 303-237-4906.   
• Sunglass Express opened in Belmar 
at 414 S. Teller St., 303-573-6255, www.
sunglassexpress.com. 
• Timbuk Toys will celebrate its grand 
opening on Saturday, April 20 from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. at 7830 W. Alameda Ave. with 
games, giveways and fun for kids, 303-985-
0035, www.timbuktoys.com.
• Whole Health Center, offering 
acupuncture, chiropractic care, massage 
therapy, psychotherapy, herbs and 
nutritional items, opened at 4260 S. 
Wadsworth Blvd., Suite 150, 303-980-4260, 
www.wholehealthcenters.com.  
     
Every new business in Lakewood is sent a 
welcome postcard encouraging companies 
to promote their grand opening for free 
in this publication. If you would like to 
participate, please visit 
www.Lakewood.org/ grandopenings. 

Listed below are openings of new businesses or important 
news about companies in Lakewood.

Neighborhood projects approved
projects requested by qualifying 
neighborhood groups for items they 
believe would make a difference 
in improving their neighborhoods. 
The City received 14 applications 
for projects estimated to cost more 
than $500,000 for 2013, making the 
process extremely competitive. The 
City Council recently increased the 
amount available for grants from 
$100,000 to $160,000 each year.
 The application process for 2014 
projects will begin in May, so watch 
for upcoming announcements at 
www.Lakewood.org.  If you would 
like to receive an application for next 
year’s program, contact Principal 
Planner Holly Boehm at 303-987-
7507 or holboe@lakewood.org. 

Vote for 40 West Arts District
www3.drcog.org/LiveWorkPlay/Form/Vote

Colfax Program and the 40 West 
Arts Fall Festival.  
 The nonprofit district became a 
reality through the collaboration 
of the Two Creeks and Northeast 
Lakewood neighborhoods, Metro 
West Housing Solutions, the 
Lakewood-West Colfax Business 
Improvement District, the West 
Colfax Community Association 
and the Rocky Mountain College 
of Art + Design.

Know Your Ward
Visit www.Lakewood.org or 

call the City Clerk’s Office, 303-987-7080
 Your representation on Lakewood City Council is tied to the ward 
in which you live.  Two members on City Council represent residents 
in each of Lakewood’s five wards, which are geographic areas of 
Lakewood with about the same number of residents. Knowing which 
ward you live in can help you contact the City Council members who 
represent you if you have a question, concern or if you just want to 
learn about what issues are before City Council.
 To find out which ward you live in, call the City Clerk’s Office at 
303-987-7080 or visit www.Lakewood.org/CityCouncil and look for 
the link on the left to view a map of the wards.
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Oak Station 
 Play Lakewood! Discover all 
the fun things to do and see in 
Lakewood’s parks, recreation 
programs and art and cultural 
activities. Event sponsored by the 
City of Lakewood’s Community 
Resources Department. 

Federal Center 
Station 
 Walk This Way: Celebrating 
Health, Wellness and Safety! 
Learn about staying healthy at 
St. Anthony Hospital’s Health 
and Wellness Fair and check 
out tips for light rail safety from 
West Metro Fire Rescue and see 

a fire truck and try great local food. 
Free seedlings also available. Event 
sponsored by St. Anthony Hospital, 
the West Chamber’s Union Corridor 
Professionals Group and West Metro 
Fire Rescue. 

Red Rocks 
Community 
College Station 
 Celebrating Lakewood’s Great 
Education! Meet Red Rocks 
Community College’s fox mascot. 
Event sponsored by Red Rocks 
Community College.
 Events also will be underway 
at the stations outside Lakewood 
including Denver’s Union Station 
and at the Jefferson County 
Government Center Station-Golden 
on the western end of the line. 
Station party plans are subject to 
change. Get the latest information 
at www.Lakewood.org/W.  

 The City has created the first 
printed Bike and Recreation Map 
for Lakewood, showing on-street 
bicycle lanes, bike paths and “Share 
the Road” routes throughout the city 
as well as the location of all the City’s 
recreation centers, parks and open 
space areas.
 The map is available at the City’s 
four recreation centers and other 
City facilities. Printing of the map was 
sponsored by the Colorado Lottery. 
Campus Cycles, Green Mountain 
Sports, Treads Bicycling Outfitters 
also sponsored the printing and have 
the map in their stores.
 The fold-up, full-color map also 
provides information on street-
smart cycling, rules for sharing the 
road and trails, communicating as a 

bicyclist to other motorists, types of 
bikeways and cycling safety tips.
 “As this map illustrates, Lakewood 
is a bike friendly community with 
130 miles of paved bike paths, 81 
miles of on-street bike lanes and 54 
miles of natural-surface bike trails,” 
Mayor Bob Murphy says in 
a welcome-to-cyclists letter on 
the map.
 The map lists the amenities 
available at several of the City’s 
parks, letting residents know 
whether a park has a picnic shelter, 
a playground, fishing or other 
activities. A detailed map of Bear 
Creek Lake Park also is provided, 
showing the bike paths and trails in 
this 2,600-acre gem popular with 
cyclists.

New way to map out bicycle rides

 Several additions were made in 
2012 and more will be added this 
year, putting the City’s commitment 
to its bicycle master plan literally on 
the road. The two years of work will 
add more than 10 miles of lanes, 
routes and connections.
 “I just see it as really great 
opportunity for the city to go 
through a period of rebirth,” 
longtime Lakewood resident and 
bicyclist Bill Spriggs said of the 
additions. “It’s been proven over 
and over that bicyclists are more 
enthusiastic and healthier, and we 
should attract more of these people.”
 He notes that bicycling has three 
benefits: It’s a healthy activity, 
inexpensive and reduces pollution.
 One of the major projects 
finished in 2012 improved a bicycle 
commuter route from Lakewood 
to Denver that parallels the W Line 
corridor. This route existed for years, 
but the light rail work allowed for 
enhancements. The City spent $3 
million for bicycle bridges over 

Wadsworth Boulevard and Kipling 
Street so cyclists could ride the route 
without having to cross those major 
roads. The enhanced route also 
provides neighborhood connections 
to several of the light rail stations in 
Lakewood, particularly the walk-up 
stations.
 Spriggs noted that the commuter 
route will go a long way in attracting 
college students to live in Lakewood 
because they can commute to 
several institutions of higher 
education that are along or near the 
light rail line, and they can cycle, ride 
the light rail or use a combination for 
getting to and from school.
 2012 installations:
• The D10 bike route from Quail 
Street to Depew Street, which 
parallels the light rail line, 
reconstructed.  It is a combination of 
bike path, on-street bike lanes and 
“Share the Road” signs with bridges 
over Wadsworth and Kipling.  Route 
connects to Denver at West 12th 
Avenue and Sheridan Boulevard at 

the Sheridan Station. 
• Two connections added at Balsam 
and Holland streets to access the 
D10 route.
• Bike lanes added to Pierce Street 
from West 10th to West 20th 
avenues.
• Bike lanes added to West 14th 
Avenue from Garrison to Carr streets.
• Bike lanes  added to Oak Street 
from West Colfax Avenue to the Oak 
Station.  These lanes continue south 
and connect to the trails at Bellows 
and Sunset parks.
• Bike lanes added to West Eighth 
Avenue from Quail to Simms streets.
• Bike path added to east side of 
Simms Street from Collins Boulevard 
south, where it connects to an 
existing bike path.
• Bike path built in conjunction with 
the light rail line on the south Sixth 
Avenue Frontage Road from Gladiola 
to Arbutus streets.
 2013 installations:
• Bike lanes to be added to Pierce 

Street from West 20th to West 26th 
avenues.
• Bike lanes to be added on 20th 
Avenue from Wadsworth to 
Sheridan in cooperation with the 
city of Edgewater.
• Bike route to be created on Carr 
Street from Jewell to Mississippi 
avenues through “Share the Road” 
signs.
• Bike route to be created on Butler 
Way to continue the Carr  “Share the 
Road” route from Brentwood Street 
to Belmar Park.
• Bike route to be created on Florida 
Avenue from Green Gables Park 
through “Share the Road” signs.
• Bike path on both sides of 
Wadsworth with addition of 10-foot 
multiuse trails from West 10th to 
14th avenues.
• Bike path to be added as part of 
multiuse path from HAWK signal at 
260 Union Blvd. to Federal Center 
Station.

Lakewood rolling along with more bicycle lanes
Lakewood, already named a bicycle friendly community 
by the League of American Bicyclists, is making cycling 
in the city even easier by adding more miles of bicycle 
lanes as well as bicycle connections to the new light rail W 
Line and enhancing a commuter route from Lakewood to 
Denver. 

From Page 1
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 Lakewood has taken another 
“green” step by opening a charging 
station for electric cars at the City Hall 
complex, 480 S. Allison Parkway.
 The station is the first to open at a 
City facility, and charging will be free 
for a limited, introductory period.  
 The station is located on the upper 
parking deck for City Hall along the 

west side of the Lakewood Cultural 
Center. 
 “Lakewood is committed to our 
sustainability initiatives and to 
working with partners throughout 
the region to best serve our 
residents,” said Sustainability Division 
Manager Erich Harris. “The number 
of electric cars is rapidly expanding 
in the Denver metro area, and 
we wanted to get a head start on 
installing these stations.”
 The station is courtesy of 
ChargePoint, a company that 
specializes in electric vehicle 
charging stations. Lakewood applied 
to receive the station through a 
program the company has offered to 
businesses.
 For more information about 
Lakewood’s sustainability initiatives, 
visit www.Lakewood.org/
Sustainability.

 Get rewarded for your pledge to 
reduce two car trips a week.  The 
Every Trip Counts program will 
reward the first 1,000 participants 
with their choice of a bicycle 
shop gift certificate or a pack of 
Regional Transportation District’s 

Ever wonder 
where all that 
leftover paint 
goes?
 Many common household 
products cannot be thrown in 
the garbage or poured down the 
drain, leaving homeowners and 
residents with few options for 
getting rid of paint and household 
hazardous chemicals.
 The Rooney Road Recycling 
Center’s Household Hazardous 

Waste Disposal Facility, 
151 Rooney Road, offers 
Lakewood residents and those 
throughout Jefferson County a 
convenient, year-round option 

for recycling paints, solvents, 
sealers, insecticides, fertilizers 
and hazardous items. 
 The center recycles more than 
98 percent of materials collected, 
and all paint is recycled. Items 
that are in new or near new 
condition with good packaging 
and clear labels are offered at no 
cost to the public. Residents can 
visit the “Used but Useful” room 
7 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturdays and 
Wednesdays to take household 
products they need for free.
 Residents can drop off their 
chemical waste at the center or 
have it picked up at their homes 
for a fee. Residents must make 
an appointment for dropping off 
material or having it picked up by 
calling 303-316-6262, ext. 1. Visit 
www.RooneyRoadRecycling.org 
for more information or watch 
www.Lakewood.org/GreenVideos. 

Charging station for electric cars opens at City Hall

Make every 
trip count

bus passes.  Sign up today at www.
EveryTripCounts.org.
 The City and the Regional Air 
Quality Council are teaming up 
again this year to reward Lakewood 
residents for helping to make the 
air cleaner.  Last year, the program 
eliminated over 860,000 vehicle 
miles traveled. The program’s goal is 
to reduce auto emissions during the 
summer months when ground-level 
ozone pollution is the worst.



March 2013 • Looking@Lakewood • 6

 The Lakewood Police 
Department’s Sector Liaison Unit 
will provide a free training to 
Lakewood apartment managers and 
staff on its Crime Free Multi-Housing 
Program, which outlines ways to 
prevent and discourage illegal and 
nuisance activities on their 
properties. The training is 8-5 
p.m. on Thursday, April 25 
in the training room of the 
Police Department, 
445 S. Allison Parkway.
 Visit www.Lakewood.org/
crimefree to register.
 Anyone associated with 
multifamily housing complexes is 
welcome to attend.  The day will 
include information about crime 
prevention, tenant screening, 
dealing with fraud, landlord/tenant 
law, combating illegal activity and 
working with the police. 
 This class is the first phase of a 

Lakewood Police Department

When you hear the City’s outdoor 
sirens, you should follow the steps 
below.

• Turn on the radio (850 KOA AM 
is the designated Emergency 
Broadcast Station in the Denver area) 
or television to a news station for 
information on what is happening.
• Do NOT telephone the police 
or fire departments. This ties 
up dispatchers, making them 
unavailable to handle emergency 
calls.
• If you believe the reason the sirens 
have been activated is for a tornado, 
take shelter immediately. At home, 

Sign up with CodeRED
 The Lakewood Police Department, along with other agencies 
in Jefferson County, has a new system for notifying residents of 
an emergency. The CodeRED system will be used to disseminate 
information to residents during critical incidents. 
 Because this is a new emergency notification system, residents and 
businesses are encouraged to visit www.your911.net to register and add 
additional contact information including phone numbers and email 
addresses. Registering at the site is particularly important for those who 
do not have a landline phone at their homes but would like to receive 
emergency notifications.
 Residents and businesses that have previously registered their 
phone numbers for emergency notifications must re-register under 
the new CodeRED notification system. For more information about the 
notification process, call the Lakewood Police Department at 
303-987-7111.

National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day
Saturday, April 27

10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Lakewood City Hall, 480 S. Allison Parkway

Bring unused over-the-counter and prescription medications 
for proper disposal

Apartment managers invited
to training on crime-free housing

process for apartment complexes 
to receive certification through 
the crime-free program. Attendees 
can begin immediately to work 
in partnership with the Police 
Department to control crime in their 
complexes. At final certification, 

properties are given a sign to 
display showing that they use 
crime-free techniques during 
the rental process. 
 By becoming a certified 
crime-free complex, 
apartment managers provide 

a safer living environment and make 
their properties more attractive 
to renters. The program includes 
requiring managers to complete 
background checks on potential 
tenants and requires renters to sign 
a crime-free lease. This helps ensure 
that criminals are not moving in 
and makes it easier to evict problem 
tenants. 

What to do when you hear outdoor sirens
take cover in the basement. If a 
house has no basement, take cover 
in the center part of the house away 
from windows.
• Do not remain in a trailer or mobile 
home. 
• At work or school, go to the interior 
hallways on the lowest floor or to 
the designated shelter area away 
from windows.
• Continue listening to the radio or 
television for developments on the 
emergency and for information on 
when it is safe to leave your shelter.
 Watch a video about what to do 
when the outdoor sirens sound at 
www.Lakewood.org/SafetyVideos. 

 The sirens are used primarily to 
warn residents who are outdoors of 
weather dangers such as a tornado, 
but the system also can be activated 
to issue warnings for chemical 
spills or a flash flood. Residents 
also are encouraged to buy a 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration weather radio or 
sign up for the CodeRED system 
(see story on this page) as additional 
ways to receive warnings.
 For more information or 
for questions about the City’s 
outdoor siren warning system, call 
Lakewood’s Environmental Services 
Division at 303-987-7190.

Siren test
Lakewood will conduct a test 
of its outdoor sirens at 11 a.m. 
on April 10. All 25 sirens in the 
system will be activated with a 
long wail, followed by a voice 
test message over the public 
address portion of the system. 
The test will then conclude 
with one long siren wail. 

Clean out your medicine cabinet
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 Heavy spring thunderstorms 
are strong reminders that some 
properties in Lakewood are in a 
flood hazard area even though they 
may not appear to be in danger.  
Remember, even though you may 
not have seen it flood in Lakewood, 
it can happen.

 You can check to see if your 
property is mapped in a flood 
hazard area by visiting or writing a 
letter to Lakewood’s Public Works 
Department, 480 S. Allison Parkway, 
Lakewood, 80226, or calling 303-
987-7500 for this free service.  

 Flood hazard information for 
your specific property also can 
be requested at www.Lakewood.
org/DrainageandFloodPlain. Flood 
insurance rate maps and additional 
information can be obtained online 
from the National Flood Insurance 
Program at www.floodsmart.gov. 
In addition, Elevation Certificates 
used to certify building elevations 
when required with the issuance 
of building permits are on file 
and available for public review 
at Lakewood’s Public Works 
Department.

 Even if you already know that 
your property is located within a 
flood hazard area, Public Works 
can provide you with valuable 
information about flood plain issues. 
You can also find information in the 
reference section that the City has 
established at the Lakewood Library, 
10200 W. 20th Ave.

Property protection in or near a 
flood hazard area:

•  Analyze the slope of the ground 
around your foundation.  Check 
to see that you have slopes that 
drain away from your foundation a 
minimum of seven to 10 feet on all 
sides.

•   Check your gutters and 
downspouts to see that they drain 
away from your foundation.  Use 
splash blocks as necessary. Also 
make sure that your downspouts 
do not drain to your neighbor’s 
foundation.  Remember, water 
standing in your yard might seep 
into a basement.

Things to remember if you live in 
or near a flood hazard area:

• Do not dump or throw items 
into gulches and ditches including 
branches, grass clippings, garbage, 
dirt and other materials.  Debris can 
clog drainageways, create hazards 
and is not permitted.

• If you see dumping in gulches 
and ditches, please contact 
the Public Works Department 
immediately at 303-987-7500.

• Always check with the City before 
you build, regrade, fence, fill or 
otherwise alter your property by 
calling 303-987-7500. Any work 
within a flood hazard area requires 
a special permit from the City.

• Check to see if you have a 
current flood insurance policy for 
your property.  If not, talk to your 
insurance agent.  Homeowner’s 
insurance policies typically do not 
cover damage from floods.

• Flood insurance covers most 
surface floods.  If you are looking 
into flood insurance or already have 
it, check to see if you are covered 
for both the structure and the 
contents.  The City has entered into 
a federal program that provides 
lower flood insurance rates for 
homeowners in Lakewood. For 
additional information about flood 
insurance issues, contact your 
insurance agent.

Warning: are you in
a flood hazard area?

Earth Day Activities are organized by the 
City of Lakewood Employeees’ Committee for 
a Sustainable Lakewood.

For more information:
303-987-7836

www.Lakewood.org/Green
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