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See Children’s work is play page 7

Tips to avoid conflicts 
with coyotes
	 It’s breeding season for coyotes, potentially making them more territorial 
and aggressive. Lakewood’s Animal Control Unit offers a clip-and-save 
reminder below of tips for avoiding conflicts with coyotes.

Clip-and-save tips 

Discouraging coyotes near homes
• 	Frighten coyotes with loud noises; use unnatural odors such as ammonia to 	
	 clean garbage cans.
• 	Yell and throw things at coyotes whenever you see them near your home.
• 	Remove dog food, garbage, water sources, bird feeders and fallen fruit that 
	 can attract wildlife.
• 	Never feed a coyote or other wildlife.

Protecting pets and children 
• 	Keep pets in fenced areas or kennels with a fully enclosed roof.
• 	Provide human supervision of pets while outdoors, even in your own 
	 backyard because coyotes can jump 6-foot fences.
• 	Do not allow pets or children to run loose in areas where there is coyote 		
	 activity. 
• 	Keep pets on 6-foot leash when walking.
• 	Teach children how to recognize coyotes and how to respond if they 		
	 encounter one.

Encountering coyotes 
• 	Remain calm. Do not turn your back or run from a coyote.
• 	If approached or followed by a coyote, make loud noises, yell and make 		
	 yourself look big.
• 	If the coyote approaches you, throw rocks, sticks or other objects.
• 	Pick up small pets and children if a coyote is in the area.

To report a coyote sighting or incidence, call Lakewood Animal Control at 
303-987-7173. Visit www.Lakewood.org/coyotes for more information and 
videos about coyotes. 

Lakewood8, the City’s government-access channel, will air the City’s programs on 
high-definition channel 880 in addition to the regular cable channel 8 beginning in the 
coming weeks. Check out some of the programs Lakewood8 offers on page 5.

Lakewood’s going high 
definition 

	 When Lakewood businesses learned 
that children in the City’s preschool 
program needed an outdoor classroom 
so they could spend more time 
outside in the sunshine and nature, 
the businesses didn’t hesitate to step 
forward with help.
	 Front Range Lumber Co., one of the 
oldest businesses in the city, donated 
materials worth more than $6,000. Ace 
Hardware of Jewell Square provided 
a $1,000 worth of material, while 

Partnerships bringing the outdoors to preschoolers
Alameda Wholesale Nursery donated 
$600 and Renewable Fiber chipped 
in $1,500. The materials included 
lumber, hardware, decking, plants 
and landscape materials.
	 “We felt it was necessary to do 
because we like to give back to the 
community. I guess we have a soft 
spot for kids,” said John Gunzner Jr. 
of Front Range Lumber, which has 
been in business in Lakewood since 
1965. He also sees the value of early 
childhood education. “It’s really clear 
to us that it all starts at the beginning 
in the formative years.”
	 The outdoor classroom is 
underway at the Patterson Head 
Start complex at 1480 S. Yarrow 
St. near West Florida Avenue 
and Wadsworth Boulevard. The 
classroom provides opportunities 
for nature-based instruction, and it 
simply gets the children outdoors 
more often. Current research 
shows that children today spend 
less time playing outdoors than 
any previous generation. With the 
outdoor classroom, teachers can plan 
learning experiences outside that 
enables children to spend more time 
outdoors.
	 The outdoor classroom features 
spaces for children to build and 
construct things and to play in a 

messy way with dirt and water, but 
there’s also an area for dramatic 
play — think of the old backyard 
play but with a stage — and science 
and art play, which will include 
musical instruments. Other areas 
provide a space for group activities 
and reading, allowing teachers to 
conduct regular classroom work 
outside in the sunshine. The new 
outdoor classroom includes a 
redesigned vegetable garden, where 
the children help plant the garden, 
tend it and harvest what grows each 
year.
	 All this outdoor play helps children 
develop their gross motor skills 
— running, climbing, skipping — 
while also aiding brain and social 
development. And it’s just old-
fashioned fun for the kids to be 
outside.
	 The classroom replaces an asphalt 
pad typically used for basketball or 
similar games that the preschoolers 
were too young to play. An added 
benefit is that the classroom 
incorporates material salvaged from 
other Lakewood projects including 
brick pavers from the City’s Civic 
Center plaza.
	 “Children’s work is play. That’s how 
they learn, and this brings them 
closer to figuring out the world,” said 

John Paliga, Lakewood’s landscape 
architect who designed the classroom.
	 And the preschoolers aren’t the 
only ones learning from the outdoor 
classroom. The Colorado Construction 
Institute works with teenagers 
interested in learning carpentry skills. 
The teens helped build the classroom, 
which includes storage bins, the stage, 
arbors and a garden bridge.
	 “The businesses really want to 
make sure the children have what 
they need, and we are so thankful for 
their partnership because, without 
them, this classroom wouldn’t be 
what it is,” said Kit Newland, director 
of Lakewood’s Community Resources 
Department, which oversees the City’s 
preschool program.
	 Lakewood focuses heavily on 
building partnerships and working 
with a variety of organizations to 

Give us your ideas
 Turn to page 4 to learn about upcoming 

open houses on two 
important City plans.
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New buildings, investments 
throughout Ward 3

	 We are frequently asked the 
following questions:
 	 “What is happening with the gas 
station at Jewell and Wadsworth?”
	 “How long has the Martishang 
building been empty?”
	 “Why isn’t there a sidewalk along the 
major road near my house?”  
 	 In response, we are happy to be 
able to say, now more so than before, 
that private entities are investing in 
Lakewood alongside the City and 
outside organizations.    
 
Private entities investing
	 The private sector builds and 
maintains both housing and the 
commercial structures in Lakewood. 
Overall economic improvement means 
an increased ability to make those 
needed investments. The dollar value 
of building projects seeking permits 
in Lakewood during December 
2014 was five times greater than the 
previous December and includes the 
Hyatt House hotel in Belmar and the 
Soopers Credit Union at Florida and 
Wadsworth. There is a lot happening. 

In Ward 3, we see additional 
townhomes and apartments under 
construction including ones for 
older adults.  It’s exciting to see the 
construction of housing given the 
high demand throughout the region.  
 	 Farther south, Loveland 
Commercial recently purchased 
part of the shopping center on the 
northwest corner of Jewell and 
Wadsworth.  The company has 
indicated a willingness to allow 
the proposed new development 
on the site of the old gas station to 
proceed. This means developers 
may be able to move forward on a 
previously stalled project, and we 
all have reason to look forward to a 
shiny new business on that corner. 
In addition, the long vacant Liberty 
Bank building east of Wadsworth on 
Jewell was purchased in October, 
and the Martishang tower near 
Harlan on West Alameda Avenue is 
under contract as are a portion of 
the adjacent buildings. The nearby 
former Asian grocery store will 
become Red Rocks Church. These 
purchases signal a private sector 
interest in revitalizing some of the 
older buildings in our community.  

City investing 
	 Business groups consistently 
emphasize the need for high-
quality transportation to support 
a vibrant economy. However, most 
of Lakewood’s roads were built in 
the ’50s and ’60s. That is one of the 
reasons why in 2014 and 2015 more 
than $21 million is being invested by 

the City in improving ($6 million) or 
maintaining ($15 million) roads.  
	 We also get continuous input 
about the need for more sidewalks 
and bike paths. According to the 
Partnership for Active Transportation, 
sidewalks and bike paths/trails “foster 
economic health by creating dynamic, 
connected communities with a high 
quality of life that catalyzes small 
business development, increases 
property values, sparks tourism and 
encourages corporate investment that 
attracts a talented, highly educated 
workforce.”  Not to mention the 
fact that sidewalks keep us and our 
children safe as we walk or bicycle 
along major thoroughfares.  The 
road related projects mentioned 
above often include improvements 
to sidewalks and bike paths/trails. 
However, given the level of demand, 
we have also created a fund that is 
specifically dedicated to sidewalks and 
bike paths/trails. Beginning in 2013, 
$300,000 has been budgeted each 
year exclusively to add sidewalks and 
bike paths/trails. We increased the 
amount to $2.3 million for 2015.  
 	
Leveraging outside funds
	 In addition to using City funds, staff 
puts considerable effort into securing 
outside funding sources in order to 
get the most out of our dollars. In 

the above mentioned road projects, 
we leveraged approximately $16 
million from the Colorado Department 
of Transportation and the federal 
government for projects such as 
widening sections of Wadsworth (see 
the Wadsworth story on page 5). 
	 In addition, the Denver Regional 
Council of Governments (DRCOG) 
recently awarded Lakewood nearly 
$2 million dollars for bike paths and 
is considering awarding another 
$120,000 for a bike wayfinding study. 
Another $2 million of state funds are 
slated for improvements to traffic 
signals.  
 	
Why all this investing is important
	 We are seeing investment in 
infrastructure. Hooray! For us, this 
is exciting because our ability to be 
fulfilled individuals, all 145,500 of 
us in Lakewood, is shaped in part 
by where we live. We want for each 
resident of Lakewood to see beauty 
out their front door, to feel a part of a 
vibrant community of businesses and 
people who in a myriad of ways are 
enjoying being in this place. All of these 
investments are a part of making that 
happen.

Shakti		    Pete Roybal
303-987-7740	    720-432-7554
shakti@lakewood.org	    proybal@lakewood.org  
 

Ward 3

Pete Roybal                             Shakti

Lakewood will continue 
to transform in 2015
	
	 January is the time to look back and 
celebrate the successes of 2014 and 
also look ahead toward our path for 
2015. This will, of course, be my final 
year serving as your mayor, so I will 
be working very hard on two fronts:  
putting into place some final projects 
that will provide long-term benefits to 
the city, as well as ensuring a smooth 
transition to new leadership on City 
Council.
	 The many successes of 2014 provide 
a firm foundation for moving forward. 
The Colfax area alone is experiencing 
well over $100 million in new 
investment.  FirstBank, Lakewood’s 
hometown bank, is expanding its 
corporate headquarters near Welch 
Street.  Terumo BCT, our largest 

private employer, is building a new 
global headquarters on its campus 
at the Lakewood Technology Center.  
And, the venerable JCRS center was 
purchased by Broad Street Properties, 
which quickly went to work attracting 
new tenants, retaining the landmark 
Casa Bonita restaurant and generally 
becoming wonderful community 
partners. 
	 St. Anthony Medical Campus is not 
only providing world-class health 
care, but has already become our 
second largest private employer and 
has also formed many significant 
partnerships in the community. 
	 Belmar, Lakewood’s new downtown, 
is also enjoying success, with new 
stores, new residential offerings, and 
before long, the first hotel will begin 
to rise out of the ground.
	 City Council also secured the service 
of Kathy Hodgson for the remainder 
of her career as city manager.  Kathy 
is a dynamic leader and a wonderful 
representative of our community.
	 We are excited about the growing 
synergies within the arts groups in 
Lakewood.  The 40 West Arts District, 
the Edge Theatre, Belmar’s Block 

7, the Lakewood Symphony, the 
Lakewood Arts Council and our 
Heritage, Culture & the Arts Division 
are all working together to promote 
the wide variety and high quality of 
art and performances available in 
Lakewood.  In 2015, we hope to have 
an announcement about a catalytic 
project near Colfax by Artspace, the 
nationally renowned developer of 
permanently affordable live-work 
space for artists.
	 Further west, we hope to finalize 
plans for the dynamic new Federal 
Center Station Neighborhood 
project, located on property between 
the Federal Center Station for the 
W Line and West Sixth Avenue. This 
new neighborhood will become a 
destination for people to live, work, 
play and enjoy the unique quality of 
life that Lakewood offers.
	 2015 promises to be a year of 
transformation in Lakewood.  We will 
continue to welcome new people, 
new jobs and new businesses, 
all attracted by the boundless 
opportunities here.  We also expect 
to adopt Lakewood’s first-ever 
Sustainability Plan as well as updates 

to our Comprehensive Plan.  These 
two vision documents will form the 
guideposts for our future.
	 The largest transition in 2015 will be 
the leadership changes on City Council.  
Council members Adam Paul, Cindy 
Baroway, Tom Quinn, Karen Kellen and 
I are all term-limited.  I want to take 
this opportunity to sincerely thank my 
friends and colleagues from our council 
“Class of 2007” for their vision, their 
courage and their leadership through 
the years.  Lakewood is truly a better 
place because of their service.  At the 
same time, we look forward to fresh 
faces and new ideas that will continue 
moving Lakewood forward on the path 
to a sustainable and prosperous future.

Bob Murphy
bmurphy@lakewood.org
303-987-7040
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providing support and services for 
small businesses through every stage 
of success. It provides free, unlimited 
and confidential business counseling 
and offers a wide variety of free and 
low-cost classes and workshops. Class 
topics include writing a business 
plan, social media for business, 
marketing strategies, sales training, 
bookkeeping and tax support and 
much more. Duane, owner of Body 
and Sole Healing Connection, speaks 
highly of his experience and services 
received through JCBRC that ranged 
from a free candid assessment of his 
website to the personal assistance 
he received with marketing and 
advertising strategies. JCBRC has also 
introduced two new options this year 
— THRIVE Advisory Boards: a monthly 
group coaching program and Launch! 
Success Steps for Starting a Business: 
a six-week foundational business 
training program. 
	 The West Chamber is your resource 
for networking, marketing assistance 
and promotional opportunities. The 
chamber compares your membership 
fees to a gym fee: if you don’t use 
the membership, you won’t see the 
benefits. The West Chamber will even 
plan and host a ribbon-cutting for 
you for no charge! We encourage 
you to learn more about how this 
organization can start you off on the 
right foot.  
	 Wouldn’t you prefer to spend time 
growing your business, selecting 
appropriate inventory and learning 
the new trends in your industry 
rather than spending time hiring and 
training employees? The American 
Job Center in Jefferson County will 
handle those employee needs for 
you.  A simple call to its business 
services division will put you in 
touch with hundreds of prequalified, 
background-checked employees who 
are ready to go to work for you.  
	 So why should businesses take 
advantage of all of these programs? 
All successful entrepreneurs know 
their knowledge limits and know 
how to benefit from the wisdom of 
mentors and experts who will guide 
them away from expensive mistakes.  
In a recent article in the Denver 
Business Journal, local business 
owners were encouraged to adopt a 
humble attitude, seek out assistance 
whenever possible especially when 
it is no- and low-cost, understand 
your target market and embrace your 
business’ strengths and weaknesses 
to make better decisions.   
	 While you know your specialty 
or training well, let Lakewood help 
you handle the more challenging 
questions about tenant finishes, 
zoning, financing, development and 
investment updates occurring around 
you, taxes and more. We are here 
for you.  Reminiscent of the famous 
quote from the “Field of Dreams,” the 
best advice for Lakewood businesses 
is better phrased as, “Before you 
build it, seek mentors, know your 
limitations and call your Economic 
Development team first.”  We hope to 
hear from you soon! 

Welcome to

Grand Openings 
& Milestones

To submit a listing, visit Lakewood.org/GrandOpenings.

Economic Development

	 Are you thinking of starting a 
business in Lakewood? Are you 
an existing entrepreneur who is 
looking to expand into a larger 
space, increase production or 
take on more clients? There are 
numerous resources available to 
you in Lakewood to help your small 
business thrive. Small business is big 
business in Lakewood; more than 87 
percent of our businesses have fewer 
than 20 employees, and 25 percent 
of our businesses are home-based.  
Lakewood wants each and every 
one of our businesses to succeed 
and is proud to support numerous 
assistance programs. Use our 
checklist below to find out how we 
can assist you with developing your 
small business.     
	
	   Real estate searches
	 Rick, the owner of Lakewood-
based Stack Subs sandwich shop, 
approached Lakewood’s Economic 
Development Division needing to 
find a new location quickly. Our 
team was able to point him to a 
space that fit his square feet and cost 
requirements, and it had already 
been built out for a sandwich shop. 
This cut down significantly on his 
search, zoning verification and 
permitting requirements.  Our team 
can do the same search for you; 
we have access to a large database 
and have extensive knowledge of 
properties, land, real estate and retail 
spaces that are a perfect fit for your 
business.  

          Navigating tenant finish and the 	
	 development process
	 New industries such as 
microbreweries are moving into 
Lakewood every day. Our Economic 
Development team, along with 
Lakewood’s Building Plans Review 
and Inspection Division,  understands 
that the process of moving into 
a location can often appear 

overwhelming, especially in newer 
industries. The City is eager to help 
new businesses such as CAUTION 
Brewing Company understand every 
step of the zoning and building 
process.  We are currently working on 
developing a new business checklist, 
a short video on navigating the 
tenant-finish process and other ways 
to help you understand the steps to 
building out your perfect space. 

         Licensing your business
	 Did you know that ALL businesses 
in Lakewood need a sales or use 
tax license in addition to any state 
and federal requirements? This 
includes home-based businesses 
and service-only businesses. Our 
Economic Development team can 
walk you through every step starting 
with federal requirements and on 
through the state, county and city 
levels.  Lakewood also offers and 
supports monthly courses on topics 
such as Business Tax 101, Sales Tax 
Compliance and Startup Basics 101 
to assist you along the way.  

         Financing your business 
	 It can be a challenge for new 
businesses that are trying to build 
credit to obtain competitive loans. 
We work closely with alternative 
lenders who offer loans specifically 
designed for entrepreneurs and small 
businesses. Organizations such as 
the Rocky Mountain MicroFinance 
Institute (RMMFI), Colorado 
Enterprise Fund and Colorado 
Lending Source offer loans with 
small-business-friendly underwriting 
requirements, which are often 
tied to continuing education and 
mentorships. Nicolette, the owner of 
Root Skin in Applewood, can attest 
to the value of these programs. 
Working closely with RMMFI, she 
supplemented her education in 
esthetics with a solid foundation of 
business management, meanwhile 
obtaining a loan to kick-start her spa.  

         Crime prevention
Lakewood Police have the expertise 
to see where crimes have the 
potential to occur.  Our Economic 
Development Division encourages 
business owners to take advantage 
of the Police Department’s 
knowledge of criminal activity and 
request a Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design analysis. 
Otherwise known as CPTED, the 
analysis includes police visiting your 
building and pointing out simple 
and inexpensive ways to prevent 
theft, vandalism and graffiti. John 
at Astro Supply near the Lamar 
Station was thrilled with the results.  
After numerous attempts to reduce 
graffiti on his property, he worked 
with the Police, Lakewood’s Planning 
Department,  the West Colfax 
community and Rocky Mountain 
College of Art + Design to obtain a 
grant to place a beautiful mural on 
his building while adding lighting 
and cameras. Graffiti ended almost 
immediately.  

         Investment and development
updates and trends
	 Have you ever wondered 
“what’s going on” when you see 
construction underway near you? 
We are your first point of contact 
when inquiring about nearby 
investment when you need to 
know what similar businesses 
are opening, what development 
projects are being approved and 
what the general industry trends 
are in Lakewood. You can subscribe 
to the Economic Development 
Division’s weekly e-newsletter at 
Lakewood.org/newsletters to have 
this information sent to you. You 
can join us at one of five monthly 
business association meetings to 
hear exciting news directly from 
elected officials and staff. We also 
encourage entrepreneurs to share 
their grand opening notices with us 
at Lakewood.org/grandopenings.  
	
	 Are Lakewood staff members 
the only resource available to help 
you maximize your success? No! The 
City of Lakewood is a co-sponsor of 
another organization dedicated to 
helping your business thrive. The 
Jefferson County Business Resource 
Center (JCBRC) is a nonprofit, publicly 
funded organization dedicated to 

Listed below are openings of new 
businesses or important milestones 
and news about companies in 
Lakewood.

New Businesses

Smallcakes Cupcake Shop 
7650 W. Virginia Ave., Suite C 
303-420-8349
www.SmallCakesColorado.com 

KevWorks Financial Planning 
Home-based business in Lakewood 
303-246-7986
www.KevWorks.biz   

Sportsfan 
7180 W. Alaska Drive 
303-934-9778

ME Spa 
329 S. Teller St.  
303-975-8736
www.me-spas.com  

Planet Fitness
6601 W. Colfax Ave. 
303-238-5053
www.PlanetFitness.com 

Tires Xpress Mobile 
720-486-8608
www.TiresXpress.net 

Container Collective Yoga 
9635 W. Colfax Ave.
720-484-9867
www.cc360denver.com 

Banner Signs & Decals 
1580 Teller St. 
http://BannerSignsAndDecals.com 

Pioneer Energy
11111 W. Eighth Ave., Unit B 
303-980-9947
http://PioneerEnergy.com

Milestones

Lakewood United Methodist Preschool 
recently celebrated 50 years in operations.
303-238-9082
www.LumPreschool.org

Correction

Frontroom Pizza
This long-standing Lakewood business was 
incorrectly identified in the last edition of this 
newsletter.
303-969-8880
13795 W. Jewell Ave.
http://frontroompizza.com 

Lakewood assists small business owners with extensive resources

Real estate searches
Licensing your business
Financing your business
Crime prevention

Nanette Neelan
Deputy city manager and 

economic development 
director

nannee@lakewood.org
303-987-7050
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We Want to Hear From You! 
The City of Lakewood is updating its 10-year-old Comprehensive Plan and developing its first Sustainability Plan, two 
essential documents that lay out the vision for the City’s future.  Join us at our open houses to discuss the draft plans. 

Comprehensive Plan
The Comprehensive Plan sets a vision for land use, 
transportation, and economic development and identifies 
policies and goals to achieve that vision. The plan provides 
critical guidance by articulating what community members 
want to see in their city and how they want their values 
reflected in the choices City officials make. 

The City Council will use this document as the framework for 
future decision-making regarding quality of life and 
development patterns and efforts.

Visit Lakewood.org/MovingForward/cpac/ to view the draft 
chapters of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Sustainability Plan
The City of Lakewood is developing its first Sustainability Plan 
to guide the community in strengthening and integrating its 
social fabric, local economy, and natural environment. Over the 
past year, the City hosted a series of work groups consisting of 
residents, City staff, community partners, and industry experts 
from organizations including the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL), Colorado Association for Recycling, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, and Jefferson County Public 
Health. These individuals contributed hundreds of hours to 
develop specific sustainability goals and strategies. The 
Sustainability Plan will act as a guiding document that informs 
policy decisions by City Council and prioritizes projects and 
resource use by City of Lakewood staff. The plan will measure 
progress toward community sustainability goals through 
measurable targets and sustainability indicators.

Lakewood 2025: Moving Forward Together

The chapter identifies the goals and strategies for a strong 
and sustainable economic base and provides guidance for 
reinvestment and future development in Lakewood.  This 
chapter includes goals for identified growth areas, activity 
areas, and employment areas throughout the City.

The chapter focuses on future transportation 
recommendations for the City. It identifies a desired network 
of improvements and recommendations for an interconnected 
system of roadways, trails, and sidewalks.

The chapter addresses the overall livability of Lakewood.  
It includes a wide range of topics including sections on 
neighborhoods; housing; family services; historic preservation; 
arts and culture; parks, trails and recreation; schools and 
libraries; and public services.

The chapter encompasses the City’s goals for environmental 
sustainability.  It includes sections on leadership, air quality and 
climate, water, biodiversity, natural resources and ecosystems, 
energy in built environments, brownfield properties, and waste.  
It sets the direction for Lakewood to support the environmental 
sustainability elements to ensure Lakewood is a leader in 
sustainability practices.

How can I be involved?
The open houses will be an opportunity for residents, property owners, and 
businesses that are a part of the Lakewood community to provide feedback 
on the draft Comprehensive Plan and draft Sustainability Plan.  

City staff, Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee members, and 
representatives from the Sustainability Plan work groups will be available to 
answer questions and receive your comments. 

Open House Schedule 
Tuesday, Feb. 10
5:30 - 8 p.m.

AND

Thursday, Feb. 12
5:30 - 8 p.m.

480 S.  Allison Parkway
City Council Chambers,  Civic Center South Building

If you are unable to attend either of the open houses 
listed above, staff will be available Friday, Feb. 13 between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. in the lobby of the Cultural 
Center at 470 S. Allison Parkway to discuss the draft plans.

This chapter explores opportunities for renewable energy and conserving 
resources in buildings and future growth.

Key Topics: energy and water conservation, renewable energy, 
affordable energy, resource efficient buildings, utility data tracking, 
healthy buildings, sustainable site design

Energy, Water & the Built Environment

This chapter focuses on strengthening the local economy and supporting 
household well-being.

Key Topics: economic prosperity and self-reliance, local business 
and investment, entrepreneurship, local food production, complete 
neighborhoods, household economies, workforce development and 
education

Sustainable Economy

This chapter addresses efforts for reducing waste produced and creating 
value through reusing and recycling materials. 

Key Topics: green procurement,  landfill diversion, material reuse, 
recycling, yard waste, composting, waste hauling, hazardous and hard-
to-recycle materials, construction and demolition waste

Zero Waste

This chapter addresses ways to improve the community’s social and physical 
health.

Key Topics: active living, wellness, nutrition, community resilience, 
supportive networks, social services, civic participation, community 
identity

Community Cohesion & Health

This chapter focuses on efforts to minimize human impacts on natural 
habitats and create a resilient community.

Key Topics: ecosystem services, air and water quality, biodiversity, 
wildlife corridors, invasive species, sustainable agriculture, working 
landscapes, green infrastructure, environmental stewardship

Natural Systems

This chapter addresses use and development of resource-efficient 
transportation systems.

Key Topics: transportation infrastructure design and maintenance, 
multi-modal transportation, vehicle-miles-traveled, bicycle level of 
service, shared transportation options, fuel efficiency, alternative fuels 
and vehicles, transportation costs, air quality compliance

Transportation

Comprehensive Plan Chapters Sustainability Plan Chapters

Want more information?
Visit our website at                

Lakewood.org/MovingForward    
for more information about the 

Comprehensive and 
Sustainability plans.
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City Briefs
	 Improvements to make Wadsworth 
a safer drive and easier for pedestrians 
and bicyclists to navigate has been 
taking shape between West 10th and 
West Colfax avenues, and spreading 
those improvements further south 
along this major corridor will continue 
this year.
	 The widening and rehabilitation 
of Wadsworth has been underway 
since last April with the first phase 
of construction occurring from 10th 
to Colfax. When work on this section 
concludes this summer, construction 
on the second phase will begin for the 
section from 10th to Highland Drive.
	 This Colorado Department of 
Transportation project involves 
widening Wadsworth by one lane in 
both directions, removing the old road 
structure and reconstructing it with 
new pavement, curbs, gutters and 
storm sewer to alleviate flooding issues. 
With a financial contribution from 
Lakewood, the project also is adding 
10-foot wide mulituse paths on both 
sides of Wadsworth, which will make 
it safer and easier for pedestrians and 
cyclists to connect to the Lakewood-
Wadsworth Station on the W line or bus 
routes on Colfax.
	 “The goal of the project is to not only 
lessen the traffic congestion, but also 
to make Wadsworth more friendly to 
pedestrians and bicyclists by providing 

the wide sidewalks, which will 
separate them from the traffic,” said 
Lakewood Traffic Engineer Dave 
Baskett. “Making the road safer and 
providing pedestrian and bicycle 
connections are important to 
improving transportation options in 
Lakewood.”
	 Some of the changes have resulted 
in boarded up buildings along the 
corridor or created vacant lots, but 
that actually signals progress in 
improving the corridor. The state has 
begun acquiring properties needed 
to make the same improvements 
south to West Fourth Avenue and 
to reconstruct the Wadsworth 
interchange with West Sixth Avenue. 
Extending improvements to Fourth 
and improving the interchange is 
the third phase of the project, which 
has been designed and prepared for 
construction. But funding to build 
the third phase is still being sought.
	 For the latest information on the 
construction on Wadsworth, call 
888-759-6197, option 9 or download 
CDOT’s app at www.cotrip.org. For 
questions or concerns, send an email 
to wadsworthcapacity@gmail.com.
	 Additional information about 
widening Wadsworth is available 
at www.codot.gov/projects/
wadsworthwidening.

Do you love your 
pet?
	 If lost, could your pet tell 
anyone where it lives? Could 
your dog hop on a bus, jump 
on the light rail or call a cab? 
It would be nice to prevent 
animals from getting lost, and 
the Foothills Animal Shelter 
and Lakewood want to ensure 
that you and your pet are easily 
reunited if you are separated. 
That’s the main benefit of the 
required annual dog license, 
which puts information in 
the hands of animal control 
officers and others to contact 
you immediately any time of 
day or night about your lost 
pet. Dog licensing has been 
in place since 2007, and the 
Foothills Animal Shelter is now 
overseeing the program. 
Be a good human and 
license your dog at 
www. FoothillsAnimalShelter.
org/License. For more 
information, call 303-278-7577.

Website slims down
	 You’ve just been given 
350 choices. Hurry, pick one! 
That’s the dilemma that has 
faced visitors to the City’s 
website at Lakewood.org as 
they try to navigate through 
information on an array of 
services, programs, events 
and resources. A slimmed-
down version of the mega-
menu on the website’s front 
page is coming along with 
more graphic and easier-to-
use pages. The new design 
is based on detailed data 
showing the most visited items 
on the website, and it makes 
the website more mobile 
friendly for smartphones and 
other mobile devices, which 
account for about 30 percent 
of the visits to Lakewood.org. 
Visitors will find the new design 
friendlier, and they will spend 
less time reading through 
menu choices to find what they 
want.

Free emergency 
training for residents
	 Residents have an opportunity 
to take a free course to learn 
basic disaster response skills 
including fire safety, search 
and rescue and more. When 
emergencies or disasters hit, 
professional responders can 
become overwhelmed with 
calls for help. Taking this course 
can help residents know how to 
respond to an emergency until 
professionals can reach them. The 
Community Emergency Response 
Team training, sponsored by the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, is a national program 
to train residents in disaster 
and emergency preparedness. 
Lakewood will offer this CERT 
training at City Hall, 480 S. 
Allison Parkway, in April, July and 
October. Participants must be 
16 years old or older. To register, 
contact Mary Ann Valeska at 303-
987-7905 or marval@lakewood.org. 

	 The annual Colfax Marathon is 
10 years old. This is your year to 
run the Colfax Marathon or the 
Urban 10 miler, marathon relay 
or the other marathon-related 
events. Check out all your choices 
as www.RunColfax.org. Runner’s 
World has selected the Colfax 
Marathon as one of 10 marathons 
to run in 2015, and TripAdvisor 
named it the top marathon in 
Colorado. Why? You get to run 
through a fire station and Mile 
High Stadium before you “enjoy 
views of the mountains…then 
pass through the Rocky Mountain 
College of Art + Design campus 
(in Lakewood) and by Casa Bonita 
(a Mexican restaurant that “South 
Park” made famous) in the second 
half,” Runner’s World said.

New Wadsworth 
underway

Spring into something new
Watch for Lakewood’s free Civics 101 course coming this 

spring and sign up.
www.Lakewood.org/Civics 101

Coming to you in high definition
“City Scene,” 

covering all the happenings making the Lakewood scene

“Spotlight on Lakewood,” 
the mayor visits with the people and places 

that make the city tick 

www.Lakewood.org/Lakewood8
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City News

	 Keeping the streets drivable during 
the winter months tops the City’s 
priorities for services to residents, and 
the City’s long-standing snowstorm 
plan focuses efforts on major streets to 
keep traffic moving.
	 When winter storms hit the city, 
Lakewood’s snowplowing operations 
work first to keep 125 miles of top 
priority routes clear and sanded. 
Priority 1 streets include Lakewood’s 
major arterial and collector streets 
such as West Alameda and West Jewell 

avenues and Bear Creek Boulevard. 
The City’s first responsibility is to 
plow and maintain these streets 
to allow higher traffic volumes 
to flow and to provide access for 
emergency vehicles.
	 Crews plow and replow Priority 1 
streets as needed during storms and 
only move on to the Priority 2 and 3 
streets after Priority 1 streets receive 
sufficient maintenance. Priority 2 
and 3 streets are 119 miles of minor 
collector streets, hilly areas and 
school and shopping areas. A map 
of the priority routes is available at 
www.Lakewood.org/maps or by 
phone at 303-987-7952.
	 Lakewood’s residential streets 
are not part of the priority routes, 
and they are plowed only when 
snow depths are seriously impeding 
vehicle mobility and melting is not 
forecast to occur quickly.
	 Several of the major roads in 
Lakewood are state highways, and 
they are plowed by the Colorado 
Department of Transportation. 
These roads include West Sixth 
Avenue, West Colfax Avenue, 
Morrison Road, Hampden Avenue, 
Kipling Parkway and Wadsworth and 
Sheridan boulevards.
	 For details about the City’s snow 
and ice removal plans, visit www.
Lakewood.org/SnowPlan.

Snowplowing 
focuses on 
main streets

	 Lakewood residents are looking 
for several good men and women 
to serve on one of the City’s boards 
and commissions. Check the 
openings below and apply by 5 p.m. 
on Feb. 13 at www.Lakewood.org/
GetonBoard, which provides a full 
description of the qualifications for 
each position. For more information, 
call 303-987-7080.

Lakewood Planning Commission 
— Ward 4
	 The  opening is for a resident 
from Ward 4, which is generally the 
western part of the city, to serve 
from April 1, 2015, to March 31, 2019. 
The Planning Commission conducts 
public hearings on rezoning and 
subdivision applications, approves 
certain special use permits and 
reviews site plans. Commission 
members also serve as the City’s 
Board of Adjustment. Regular 
meetings are 7 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesdays of each month, 
and study sessions are 6:30 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Wednesdays 
of each month.

Advisory Commission 
for an Inclusive Community 
	 Several openings for unexpired 
terms and several for full terms are 
available. Commission members 
serve in an advisory role to the 
City Council by researching 
specific topics of interest to 
Lakewood residents and making 

recommendations on those issues to 
City Council. Members should plan to 
attend a minimum of two meetings 
a month. For more information, visit 
www.Lakewood.org/ACIC.

Board of Appeals  
	 Two openings are available for 
three-year terms starting April 1. The 
board is a quasi-judicial body that 
hears and decides appeals from 
any order, requirement, decision or 
determination made by the codes 
administrator. Meetings occur as 
needed but typically happen four or 
five times a year for about one to two 
hours. Members must be qualified by 
experience and training in building 
construction.  

Now’s the time to make a difference

Historic Preservation Commission
	  The opening is for a four-year term 
that will begin April 1. Applicants 
must demonstrate an interest in or 
knowledge of historic preservation. 
Members should be a professional in a 
preservation-related discipline such as 
architecture, history, American studies, 
urban planning or other related fields. 
Please visit the GetonBoard Web page 
to see the full list of qualifications. 
The commission conducts public 
hearings on applications for landmark 
designation and also reviews 
certificates to alter structures and 
applications to relocate designated 
structures. Meetings occur as needed, 
but the commission must meet a 
minimum of four times a year.

Go in-depth
Look for links in bold and go online 
to Lakewood.org to watch videos, 

see photos and read more.



January 2015 • Looking@Lakewood • 7

provide ways to bring much-needed 
services to residents in the most cost-
effective way possible. For this project, 
the City received $25,000 from the 
Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation, which 
supports the positive development 
of children through grants and 
partnerships. The City also received 
$15,000 from Qualistar, which works 
to advance quality early childhood 
education in Colorado, and a $2,400 
grant from the Colorado Garden Show.
	 Much of the work for the classroom occurred last summer, and finishing 
touches will be put in place this spring with the planting of trees, shrubs and 
perennials.
	 Lakewood offers residents the Head Start preschool program, which is a 
federally funded program to help provide a strong educational start for 3- and 
4-year-old children from low-income or special-needs families. The Patterson 
complex also provides services to children through the state-funded Colorado 
Preschool Program, which is designed to serve at-risk preschoolers.

   

Children’s work is play From page 1

Arts&Parks

	 What better way to explore the 
2,600 acres of Lakewood’s Bear Creek 
Lake Park than to get the inside view 
with a park naturalist? The park has 
added new opportunities for the 
young and not so young to get up 
close with all things in the park.   
	 The new Bear Creek Bear 
Cubs series provides interactive 
educational programs for boys 
and girls ages 3-5. The Bear Cubs 
meet for an hour in the morning to 
explore their natural environment 
through stories, songs and 
programs. Topics cover exploring 
with the senses, wildlife moms and 
babies and nature through shapes 
and colors. The cost is $5 a child for 
each session, and the park entry 
fee is waived. Interested families 
are encouraged to register early 
as registration closes the Monday 
before a Thursday session. An 
upcoming session is March 26.

	 For the older crowd, adventurers 
age 55 and older can join the new 
Senior Naturalists Program to 
participate in hands-on education, 
programs and hikes. Topics include 
animal signs, fossils and the wonders 
of wetlands. The cost is also $5 per 
person for each session with the park 
entry fee waived. As with Bear Cubs, 
early registration is encouraged, and 
upcoming sessions are Feb. 11, Feb. 
25 and March 11. 
	 To view the full listing of programs 
and registration options for these 
and all events at Bear Creek Lake 
Park, visit www.Lakewood.org/
BCLPEvents. 
	 Along with the new programs, 
the park has 2015 park passes on 
sale, and the visitor center is taking 
reservations at 303-697-6159 for the 
camping season beginning April 1 
for the park’s 47 campsites, two yurts 
and three cabins. 

New park programs for 
young and older adults

Earth Day celebrations
• April 18: Free What’s your footprint? festival. Vendor applications now open.
• April 22: Earth Day Star Party
• April 25: Volunteer Day 
• April 27: Sustainability Awards reception and presentations

Check for details at www.Lakewood.org/EarthDayCelebration



January 2015 • Looking@Lakewood • 8STATE OF THE
CITY 2014
LAKEWOOD

SHERATON 
DENVER WEST

MARCH  13TH
11:30AM TO 1:00PM

Mayor Bob Murphy

REgISTRATION
StateoftheCity2014.oRG

QuEstiOns? 303.275.3434

Ward 4

Ward 3

Shakti
303-987-7740
303-987-7740 Voice Mail
shakti@lakewood.org 

Pete Roybal
720-432-7554

303-987-7743 Voice Mail
proybal@lakewood.org 

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ramey Johnson
303-232-1567
303-987-7728 Voice Mail
rjohnson@lakewood.org 

Scott Koop
303-233-1198
303-987-7738 Voice Mail
skoop@lakewood.org 

Cindy Baroway
720-300-5986

303-987-7739 Voice Mail
cbaroway@lakewood.org 

Karen Kellen
303-910-0541

303-987-7729 Voice Mail
kkellen@lakewood.org 

Ward 5

David Wiechman
303-986-4818
303-987-7748 Voice Mail
dwiechman@lakewood.org 

Karen Harrison
303-987-7767
303-987-7767 Voice Mail
kharrison@lakewood.org 

Tom Quinn
303-717-8862

303-987-7776 Voice Mail
tquinn@lakewood.org 

Adam Paul
303-988-6484

303-987-7766 Voice Mail
apaul@lakewood.org 

Know Your City Council Members

Mayor Bob Murphy
Mayor’s Office: 303-987-7040

bmurphy@lakewood.org 

Get Involved

LAKEWOOD
STATE OF THE
CITY 2015
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R E G I S T R AT I O N : S TAT E O F T H E C I T Y 2 0 1 5 . O R G
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STATE OF THE
CITY 2014
LAKEWOOD

SHERATON 
DENVER WEST

MARCH  13TH
11:30AM TO 1:00PM

Mayor Bob Murphy

REgISTRATION
StateoftheCity2014.oRG

QuEstiOns? 303.275.3434

Mayor Bob Murphy

To learn more about City Council, visit www.Lakewood.org/CityCouncil


