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See Urban boost page 7

Go in-depth
Look for links in bold and go online 
to Lakewood.org to watch videos, 

see photos and read more.

 Finding fresh produce in your 
neighborhood could get a lot easier 
this summer because of these 
changes. The Zoning Ordinance now 
allows residents in neighborhoods 
with all the residential zoning 
classifications to sell produce and 
food products that are grown and 
processed on-site. That means 
residents living in neighborhoods 
zoned for small-lot duplexes all 
the way up to large-lot residential 
homes can sell items from their home 
gardens. Neighborhoods zoned for 
“rural lot residential” and one-acre lots 
could already sell produce and food 
products grown and processed on-
site.
 “It was important for us to make 
this change so that residents could 
opt to sell the vegetables or fruit they 
grow even if they live in a duplex or in 
neighborhoods with standard-sized 
lots,” said Planning Director Travis 

use permit. Neighborhoods zoned 
for small lots with duplexes and for 
small lots with single-family homes 
were required to go through the 
hearing to get the permit. A small lot 
is defined as less than the standard 
6,000-square-foot lot.
 Residents, particularly those in the 
historic Two Creeks neighborhood 
in northeast Lakewood, asked that 
the special-use permit requirement 
be eliminated because the process 
was cumbersome for residents and 
costly to the City. The requirement 
also assumed that duplexes or 
homes were on small lots because 
of the zoning for the neighborhood. 
But those requesting the special-
use permits were often on lots 
significantly larger such as more 
than 9,000 or even 41,000 square 
feet.
 For beekeeping, the City Council 
also included a new requirement 
that beehives be placed in residents’ 

Urban agriculture gets a boost
The ability to sell produce from your garden 
and to keep small food-producing animals — 
practices known as urban agriculture — will 
be easier to do in neighborhoods throughout 
Lakewood under changes that were adopted 
this year for Lakewood’s Zoning Ordinance. 

Olé for older 
adults! 
Flamenco Vivo Carlota Santana 
dance company provided an 
intimate look at flamenco by 
teaching the dance to 25 residents 
who registered for a seniors 
workshop at Lakewood’s Clements 
Community Center. By the end 
of the class, participants were 
able to perform a choreographed 
Sevillanas dance. Participant Karen 
Whitehall had a favorite part: 
“The olé, of course!” The premier 
flamenco and Spanish dance 
company also performed at the 
Lakewood Cultural Center as part of 
its Presents! season. Funding from 
the Scientific and Cultural Facilities 
District and the Western States Arts 
Federation made the workshop 
possible. 

 City Council is considering increasing 
the stormwater utility service charge 
that all Lakewood property owners pay 
annually so that flooding problems in the 
city can be fixed faster to protect lives and 
reduce damage to homes, businesses, 
roads, public facilities and private 
property.
 The level of the service charge has 
been a communitywide discussion since 
last summer because there is a lengthy 
list of improvements needed to reduce 
flooding in Lakewood, estimated to cost 
about $125 million to $155 million, and it 
will take many decades to complete those 
with the current service charge. Following 
incidents caused by heavy rains in 2013, 
residents asked City Council to consider 
accelerating those improvements.
 City Council is considering two options 
for the service charge: increasing it to 
$3.70 or to $6.24 a month for single-
family homeowners. The rates paid for 
other types of property would increase 
proportionally to the single-family 
homeowner rate. 
 City Council also is considering the 
option of future annual service charge 
adjustments based on inflation and 
perhaps advising that a future City Council 
consider reducing the charge after 
additional improvements are completed. 
 City Council will consider a resolution 
modifying the service charge during its 
April 13 Regular City Council Meeting, 
which will begin at 7 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at 480 S. Allison Parkway. The 
discussion will include a public hearing to 
receive public comment.
 Residents also can provide comments 
online prior to the April 13 meeting 
at www.Lakewood.org/StormwaterUtility 
or by calling 303-987-7941. Residents 
can contact their City Council members 
directly as well, and their contact 
information is available at 
www.Lakewood.org/CityCouncil and on 
page 8 of this newsletter.
 The option of $3.70 a month — or 
$44.40 a year — would provide funds for 
the City’s Stormwater Management Utility 
to complete in 10 years the 10 major 
drainageway projects that are the highest 
priority. The option of increasing the rate 
to $6.24 a month — or $74.88 a year — 

Council considers increasing stormwater utility charge
would provide funds to complete 
35 of the highest priority major 
drainageway projects.
 The current stormwater utility 
service charge for single-family 
homeowners is $1.98 a month — or 
$23.76 a year — and all property 
owners in Lakewood pay the charge 
based on the property’s square 
feet of hard surfaces such as roofs, 
driveways and parking lots. Those 
impervious surfaces prevent storm 
runoff from soaking into the ground, 

and the water runs into the citywide 
stormwater drainage system — 
what people often think of as the 
storm sewer. The system includes 
hundreds of miles of culverts, inlets, 
pipes and other structures and 18 
drainages that run generally west to 
east across Lakewood to eventually 
drain into the South Platte River. 
 A wide variety of information 
about the stormwater system 
and increasing the service charge 
including the video of the City 

Council’s March 16 study session 
discussion about the options is 
available at www.Lakewood.org/
StormwaterUtility.
 The average rate for stormwater 
utility charges for property owners in 
cities along the Front Range is $6.24 a 
month. The highest is at $16 a month, 
and the lowest is in one city that has 
a rate below Lakewood’s current rate. 
Lakewood’s service charge has been 
unchanged since 1998.

Parker. “This brings fresh produce 
closer to home, provides a healthy 
food option for residents and 
supports the community’s efforts to 
be more sustainable.”
 Residents who opt to sell produce 
or food products must get a sales 
tax license from the City, and the 
Planning Department will review 
each proposed produce stand to 
make sure certain standards are met. 
For more information, please call 
303-987-7505 and learn more by 
entering “License my business” in the 
search bar at www.Lakewood.org.
 The changes to the Zoning 
Ordinance also include eliminating 
the need to get a special-use permit 
for keeping bees, dwarf goats, ducks 
or chickens. The special-use permit 
required a public hearing before 
the Planning Commission, and only 
two kinds of neighborhoods in the 
city were required to get the special-



March 2015 • Looking@Lakewood • 2

Letter from the

Council Corner

mayor

City Manager
Kathy Hodgson
 Looking@Lakewood is a 
newsletter published by the 
City of Lakewood,
480 S. Allison Parkway, 
Lakewood, CO  80226.
Lakewood.org

Editor Stacie Oulton,  303-987-7050
Designer Alvaro Pinel

 It is distributed to all households 
and businesses in the city. Alternative 
formats of this publication available upon 
request.

Ward 5

Tom Quinn

Lakewood reaches 
extraordinary milestones in last 
two decades
 On March 5, I had the privilege of 
delivering my eighth and final State 
of the City address in the company 
of a sold-out luncheon crowd at the 
Sheraton Denver West Hotel. I was 
both humbled and grateful the event 
turned into a bit of a celebration of my 
21 years of public service to Lakewood, 
first on our Planning Commission, then 
City Council, and now these last eight 
years as your mayor. To watch the 2015 
State of the City or read the full text, visit 
www.Lakewood.org/SOC.
 The occasion gave me the 
opportunity to reflect on many of the 
great milestones this wonderful city 
has achieved over the last two decades. 
From 2001, when we began envisioning 
the transition of the old Villa Italia Mall 
into a sustainable new downtown that 
would be called Belmar, to 2015 when 
Lakewood could adopt our first-ever 

Sustainability Plan, we have always 
looked forward in anticipation of 
inevitable change and gotten out in 
front of it with visionary planning.
 Along the way we became an 
All-America City (2011), opened our 
first Boys and Girls Club (2010) and 
witnessed the opening of our first 
hospitals, OrthoColorado (2010) 
and St. Anthony Hospital (2011). We 
wrote a new Comprehensive Plan 
(2003) and, in response to a rapidly 
evolving world, in 2015 we could 
adopt another new plan. In 2012, we 
completely reworked the citywide 
Zoning Ordinance, something that 
had not occurred for 30 years!
 Our Comprehensive Plans have 
said, “Neighborhoods are the 
building blocks of our community,” 
and we have worked closely with 
our neighborhood organizations to 
create detailed plans tailored to the 
goals of individual neighborhoods.
 New regional shopping, dining 
and entertainment choices opened: 
Colorado Mills (2002) and Belmar 
(2004). We have put an emphasis 
on arts, historic preservation and 
culture. New venues, like the 
Lakewood Cultural Center (2000) and 
the James J. Richey Gallery (2010), 
have come on board, and treasured 
old buildings have been preserved 
for prosperity at the Lakewood 
Heritage Center. The Rocky Mountain 

College of Art + Design relocated 
to its beautiful campus (2003), 
and the new 40W Arts District was 
officially designated as a Colorado 
Creative District less than three 
years after being formed. Next up: 
a collaboration with Artspace to 
create a live/work/display/events 
community in north Lakewood.
 We have welcomed large new 
neighborhoods at Belmar and 
Solterra. Indeed, as the entrance 
signs at our borders say, we 
welcome everyone to this inclusive 
community.  
 Years of collaboration and 
countless meetings with the Regional 
Transportation District, City staff 
and our neighborhoods resulted in 
the new W Rail opening in 2013, the 
first of the new FasTracks lines. We 
are already seeing an exciting new 
demand to live and work nearby this 
21st century transportation option.
 It is indeed a sort of “Hit Parade,” 
but through the years I am most 
proud of our professionalism and 
consistency in delivering a high level 
of quality of life and services while 
still prudently watching every valued 
taxpayer dollar. Ten straight years of 
adding to our financial fund balance 
while increasing services, acquiring 
more parkland, improving our 
facilities, increasing our transparency 
and citizen engagement, and most 

importantly, keeping our community 
safe are the most extraordinary 
achievements.
 I often talk about something 
called our “continuity of leadership” 
here in Lakewood as the single most 
important factor behind our consistent 
success. I have been fortunate to 
serve as mayor during a period 
of significant milestones, but the 
foundation for these accomplishments 
was laid by my predecessors. Mayors,  
city managers, business and civic 
leaders, neighborhood organizations, 
volunteers, faith-based groups and 
nonprofit organizations all working 
together with a common vision and 
shared goals is what sets Lakewood 
apart and above virtually every 
other community. As good as things 
seem now, I can’t wait to see where 
Lakewood is in 2025 and beyond! We 
are all lucky to live in such a marvelous 
place.

Bob Murphy
303-987-7040
bmurphy@lakewood.org

Accomplishing 
important initiatives 
focus of my final 
months on council

 As I continue in my final year 
on City Council, I wish to thank the 
residents of Ward 5 for working with 
me over the past seven years. It has 
been a privilege representing you, 
and I look forward to the next several 
months.
 By working together, we have 
achieved great things including 
passage of a new ordinance on 
smoking in public places to better 
protect all residents from secondhand 
smoke, establishment of a new and 
updated Zoning Ordinance to prepare 
our city for the future, and planning 
for and celebrating the opening of the 

W Line light rail.  These are but a few of 
the initiatives I have enjoyed working 
on.  
 I have no intention of slowing down 
in my final year on council and will 
continue to work with our residents, 
City staff and City Council to achieve 
some key goals. The first is to see City 
Council’s approval of Lakewood’s 
first Sustainability Plan. Sustainability 
is about building a healthy, vibrant, 
prosperous and resilient community 
for the future. In other words, we want 
to leave future generations with a 
quality of life at least as good as the 
one we enjoy today. If you missed the 
open houses on the Sustainability 
Plan in February, I encourage you to 
go online and review the plan now at 
www. Lakewood.org/MovingForward 
before it comes up for a public hearing 
in May.  
 A second important initiative 
is to move forward with needed 
improvements to our stormwater 
system (see related story on page 1). 
One of the lessons of the destructive 
2013 Colorado floods is that 
communities that undertook effective 
flood control measures were more 
resilient and suffered less property 
damage. We have an opportunity to 
correct the mistakes of the past and 

work with nature instead of against 
it by opening up or “daylighting” our 
natural water courses where possible. 
This type of “green” infrastructure has 
other important benefits in addition 
to flood control including restoring 
natural habitats, creating trails for 
public recreation and fostering new 
business.  
 A third priority is to see the start 
of redevelopment of the northwest 
corner of Jewell Avenue and 
Wadsworth where a boarded up gas 
station sits today as an eyesore. This 
site has long vexed the residents of 
Ward 5.  Fortunately, change is on the 
horizon for this site.  
 A final priority is to continue to 
pursue options to better connect our 
residents in Ward 5 with the W Line 
light rail. The reduction in bus service 
in many areas continues to present a 
barrier to utilization of the W Line by 
potential riders. We can and must do 
better to provide transit access to all.  

 In closing, one of the most 
enjoyable parts of serving on council 
has been participating with many of 
you in the volunteer events at our 
regional parks, particularly Bear Creek 
Lake Park. These parks are great natural 
and recreational resources and truly 
the gems of Lakewood’s park system.  I 
look forward to rolling up my sleeves 
and continuing to work with volunteers 
and our fantastic regional parks staff 
to care for and maintain our treasured 
parks! 

Tom Quinn
303-717-8862
303-987-7776 Voice Mail
tquinn@lakewood.org 
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Economic Development

To submit a listing, visit Lakewood.org/GrandOpenings.
Listed below are openings of new 
businesses in Lakewood.

Vanilla Bean Bakery
6499 W. Pierce St.
303-809-1986
www.VanillaBeanBakery.net
Bristlecone Shooting, Training and Retail Center
12105 W. Cedar Drive
303-985-0989
www.BristleConeShooting.com
The French Press Café and Bakery – new location
7323 W. Alaska Drive
303-984-5447
www.MyFrenchPress.com
Comino Service Dogs
6505 W. Alameda Ave.
Second Time Around 
9191 W. Jewell Ave.
303-989-0595
www.Facebook.com/SecondTimeAroundLove
Taja Indian
180 S. Union Blvd., Suite 108
720-328-6158
www.TajaIndian.com
Raising the Bar Academic Coaching 
570 S. Wadsworth Blvd.
720-509-9782
www.RtbCoaching.com

 
Body and Sole Healing Connection – new location
10600 W. Alameda Ave., Suite 102
303-986-0733
www.BandSHC.com
Golden Music 
10395 W. Colfax Ave.
303-279-1111
www.Goldenmusic.co
Westerra Credit Union 
375 Union Blvd.
303-321-4209
www.Westerracu.com
 Wingstop
7475 W. Colfax Ave.
303-238-9464
www.WingStop.com

Significant anniversaries

Front Range Lumber Company – 
50th anniversary
1741 S. Wadsworth Blvd.
303-988-5980
www.Frlco.com

Welcome to

Grand Openings

Primary 
employers infuse 
local economy, 
reach globally
 When I’m out in the community, 
I’m often asked what economic 
development means to Lakewood 
and what we do to assist our 
businesses. One of the ways we 
work to boost the local economy is 
through our primary employment 
attraction and retention program.   
 Primary employers are businesses 
that generate a substantial portion 
of their revenues from outside the 
Lakewood and Denver metro area, 
typically statewide, nationally or 
internationally. Primary employers 
range from firms with only a few 
employees conducting specialized 
manufacturing to companies with 
thousands of employees. These 
companies are critical because their 
revenues bring “new money” into 
Lakewood and attract highly skilled, 

well-paid, and educated employees. 
This “new money” recirculates in 
the community and supports local 
employers such as restaurants, shops 
and the cultural attractions that 
contribute to a community’s unique 
quality of life.  
 Lakewood has chosen to address 
the needs of primary employers 
because of their impact on our 
economy, the robust wages they 
pay and the high profile they can 
give our community. When their 
employees live and work in our 
community, they spend their wages 
at our retailers, which include 
locally owned “mom and pop” type 
establishments. Having unique 
retailers and restaurants brands 
Lakewood differently than other 
nearby communities and encourages 
the strong entrepreneurial spirit 
that embodies Lakewood’s values. 
Retailers also collect the sales tax that 
is critical to funding the services for 
residents that keep our city attractive 
and operating soundly such as traffic 
signal operations, snow removal, the 
police force and parks and recreation. 

Importance of
primary employers

Attract
primary

employers

Attract
residents

Support
local

economy

Support
City services

GOODJOBS

DISPOSABLE

INCOME

COLLECT
SALES TAX

IMPROVED 

QUALITY 

OF LIFE

Vibrant
Community

When potential employers recognize 
the healthy and attractive place 
Lakewood is, the cycle of business 
recruitment continues. Having a 
diversity of employers is critical 
to the success of a city’s ability to 
attract and retain jobs, to attract 
residents and visitors and to set a 
community apart from others.  
 As a part of our commitment 
to supporting primary employers, 
our Economic Development 
Division staff members build close 
relationships with existing primary 
employers, just as we do with small 
businesses, to ensure they have 
what they need to remain and 
grow in Lakewood. Through our 
relationship, our staff listens to what 
challenges they are facing and what 
is working successfully.  We learn 
the business’ perspective on the 
existing workforce, community’s 
education system, available utilities 
and infrastructure, transportation 
systems and the ability to develop 
real estate in our area. We then help 
craft City policies and programs 
that support future business 

attraction. This also enables us to 
connect these valuable companies 
to existing resources, suppliers and 
buyers they may not otherwise be 
aware of. 
 The names of some of 
Lakewood’s primary employers 
such as Pioneer Energy and Mesa 
Labs might not be as well-known 
or recognized as retail chains or 
restaurants. But I wanted to spend 
some time talking about our 
primary employers to show that 
Lakewood is home to a significant 
number of them and to highlight 
just how integral they are to having 
a diverse local economy.

Nanette Neelan
Deputy city manager 
and economic 
development director
303-987-7050
nannee@lakewood.org

 Terumo BCT, a medical device 
and technology company, will 
expand and consolidate with the 
opening of its new headquarters at 
the Lakewood Technology Center 
in April. This will mark a milestone 
in Lakewood with the headquarters 
serving as a global headquarters for 
an international company. Terumo 
BCT also is part of a growing medical 
industry hub in Lakewood, and its 
headquarters creates a flagship for 
that industry.

Terumo BCT 
builds HQ, 
brings jobs

 Terumo BCT has a great 
Lakewood history: The existing 
campus dates to 1964 when COBE 
Laboratories was founded. It is the 
only headquarters for this Japanese 
conglomerate located outside 
Japan, providing 2,300 jobs paying 
an average wage of $69,000 a year. 
When these employees become 
residents of Lakewood or shop on 
their lunch hour, every dollar they 
spend in Lakewood has a ripple 
effect. Their local spending keeps 
those dollars in the local community, 
supports Lakewood-based retailers 
and contributes to the tax base 
that provides needed City services, 
which keep Lakewood a healthy 
community. 

 The company is a global leader 
in blood component and cellular 
technologies. When you donate 
blood, it often goes into a machine 
made by Terumo BCT that spins 
the blood to separate it into 
platelets, plasma and red blood 
cells, and those machines are in 
local hospitals, at the Bonfils Blood 
Center and throughout the world. It 
also is involved in therapeutic blood 
work to treat a number of diseases 
such as sickle cell anemia through a 
process that removes the diseased 
blood component and replaces 
it with healthy components. It 
has customers in more than 100 
countries and manufacturing 
facilities in 37 countries. 

 Lakewood is honored and proud 
that Terumo BCT decided to build 
its global headquarters not only 
in Lakewood, but also at the Oak 
Station on the W Line, providing 
an opportunity for its employees 
to use light rail to get to work. The 
new building anchors development 
around the Oak Station, and it 
represents a $45 million company 
investment that will include 
expanded manufacturing facilities 
in the coming years. This investment 
contributes to additional potential 
primary employment growth in 
Lakewood, supports our local 
economy and breathes new dollars 
into our community that boosts the 
quality of City services. 
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Lakewood 
businesses 
provide 
community 
support
 It’s not uncommon to hear cities 
talk about their efforts to attract 
businesses because of the jobs and 
taxes they provide. But you don’t 
always hear about the important 
contributions businesses make that 
have nothing to do with the taxes 
they pay.
 From donated paint to cash 
sponsorships, businesses with ties 
to Lakewood assist the City in ways 
that help improve a project or extend 
the reach of an important program. 
For example, Front Range Lumber, 
one of the oldest businesses in the 
city, recently donated more than 
600 gallons of paint with a value of 
$12,000 to the City’s graffiti removal 
program, which removes or paints 
over graffiti on facilities, signs and 
structures owned by the City.
 Such donations can help offset the 
City’s costs, and in the Front Range 
Lumber’s case, it’s enough paint to 
meet the City’s needs for painting 
over graffiti for several years to come, 
said Shane Littleton, community 
services youth coordinator who 
often works with juvenile offenders 
required to remove graffiti as part of 
their court sentences.
 Foothills Credit Union also recently 
became a sponsor of the City’s Quail 
Street Recycling Center, helping to 
ensure that this free facility continues 
to serve residents. Sponsorships such ha

Lakewood’s EARTH DAY CELEBRATION

arc Thrift stores will be on-site collecting cloth and shoe donations. Cloth 
and shoes can be in any condition -- even single shoes can be recycled!

RECYCLE!
Bring in 
your used 
electronics.

Fees apply. 
See website for 
details.

Family Calendar for Lakewood and Littleton
LakewoodCO.Macaronikid.com

10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
SATURDAY
APRIL 18
Lakewood Heritage Center
801 S. Yarrow St. | 303.987.7850

Earth Day activities are organized 
by the City of Lakewood 

Employees’ Committee for a 
Sustainable Lakewood.

• Climbing Wall
• Movies
• Museum Tours
• Fitness
• 40 West Kids’ Art Activity

• Beekeeping
• Composting
• How to plan your garden
• Kid’s Area by Macaroni Kid
• Over 30 exhibitors & vendors

Special attractions and demonstrations include:

What’s YOUR Footprint?

              what’s your footprint?

FREE bicycle valet parking!
Valet provided by Lakewood Bicycle Advisory 
Group and Campus Cycles.

FREE!

First 50 cyclists will receive a free pair of SmartWool socks!

www.Lakewood.org/EarthDayCelebration

Recycle your electronics 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on Saturday, April 18 in 
the parking lot of the Lakewood Heritage Center, 801 S. Yarrow 
St. The Rooney Road Recycling Center Foundation is hosting 
this recycling event adjacent to Lakewood’s free Earth Day 
Celebration in the center.
 
The following are the fees associated with recycling to cover 
the costs (cash or check only):
· $25 for one computer and one monitor
· Additional cathode ray tube and other TVs/monitors are 
 $1 per diagonal inch
·    Additional miscellaneous electronics are 20 cents per pound
 
Be assured that hard drives are quickly shredded, and the 
material does not make its way to a Third World country. For 
additional information, call Lakewood’s Environmental Services 
Division at 303-987-7190.

 
Electronics Recycling 

Saturday, April 18, 2015

Earth Day

Lakewood
Full of Possibilities.

City News
as these mean that a business has 
provided money or in-kind support 
to help a specific program.
 In another example, Cardel 
Homes building in the Solterra 
neighborhood, Dick’s Sporting 
Goods in Belmar and the 
Lakewood office of the Credit 
Union of Colorado all serve as 
sponsors for Lakewood’s Youth 
Sports and Middle School Sports 
programs. This support has allowed 
the programs to provide new 
experiences for participants, help 
pay for equipment or meet other 
needs.
 Business contributions in recent 
years have helped enrich the 
creation of an outdoor classroom 
for preschool and Head Start 
children and transformed worn 
out ball fields and a playground 
for an elementary school adjacent 
to a Lakewood park. Annual 
contributions from Aspire Beverage, 
Village Roaster, St. Anthony 
Hospital, Muller Engineering, 
Timbuk Toys and the Sheraton 
Denver West Hotel have bolstered 
the City’s festivals and exhibits.
 Lakewood also receives 
contributions from individuals 
and local foundations, and when 
combined with the business 
donations, it amounts to almost 
$2 million each year. In a recent 
example, the City received a 
$200,000 grant for the rehabilitation 
of the caretaker’s cottage at the 
Lakewood Heritage Center from the 
State Historical Fund.
 If you are interested in supporting 
a City event, venue or program, 
please contact Emily Andrews 
at 303-987-7871 or emiand@
lakewood.org.
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City Briefs

 Watch for cone zones and flaggers as 
construction to replace the bridge over 
Garrison Street on West Sixth Avenue 
continues until this fall.
 The work takes place 7 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Mondays through Saturdays with 
occasional night and Sunday work.

Traffic watch: 
Garrison bridge replacement underway

 The $15 million project by 
the Colorado Department of 
Transportation started in January 
and will be completed in three 
phases.  In each phase, parts of the 
existing bridge will be demolished 
with parts of the new bridge being 

constructed at the same time. Work 
currently is focused on building a 
temporary bridge on the south side 
of the highway. After the temporary 
bridge is built and opened, traffic 
lanes on Sixth will be shifted to the 
temporary bridge, and the north half 
of the bridge will be demolished and 
reconstructed. Once the north half 
is completed, traffic will be shifted 
to that side and the middle and 
south sections of the bridge will be 
demolished and replaced.  
 The three lanes in both directions 
on Sixth will be maintained at peak 
travel times throughout the project, 
but a series of shifts in the lanes on 
the highway will accompany each 
phase. Intermittent night work will 
result in lane closures. 
 The lanes in both directions on 
Garrison also will remain open 
during peak travel times, but full 
overnight closures of Garrison will 

occur for bridge demolition and setting 
of girders. The frontage roads, ramps 
and pedestrian and bicycle access on 
Garrison will remain open for most of 
the project, but there will be periodic 
closures during the day. Access to 
businesses near the interchange will 
remain open throughout the project.
 Caution is urged around this 
construction zone, and drivers should 
expect delays. Special attention should 
be paid to the flaggers within the work 
zones, and please, slow down to protect 
their safety.
 The project also includes the 
installation of retaining walls and 
drainage improvements as well as 
improving visibility at the interchange, 
which will make it safer.
 For questions or concerns regarding 
this project, please contact the project 
hotline at 720-315-5806 or send an 
email to GarrisonBridgeInfo@gmail.com.

Tell us about your 
hidden gem
 Have you remodeled your 1960s 
ranch into an unexpected, unique 
oasis of modern living? Do you live 
on a horse property in Lakewood 
that embodies the stunning beauties 
and benefits of such properties? 
Lakewood8’s “Spotlight on Lakewood” 
is looking for the city’s hidden home 
gems — those places that are wholly 
unexpected to find in the city. If you 
have such a gem and wouldn’t mind 
having it featured on Lakewood’s 
government-access cable channel in 
a program about the stunning variety 
of housing available in Lakewood, 
please send an email to Stacie Oulton 
at staoul@lakewood.org.

Outdoor emergency 
siren test
 Lakewood will conduct a test of 
its outdoor siren system at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday, May 13. All 26 sirens 
in the system will be activated with 
a long wail, followed by a test voice 
message. The test will then conclude 
with one long siren wail. Watch 
a video about what to do 
when the outdoor sirens are 
activated for an emergency at 
Lakewood.org/SafetyVideos, 
and learn about emergency 
preparedness at www.Lakewood.
org/EmergencyPrep.

Website slims down
 You’ve just been given 350 choices. Hurry, pick one! That was the dilemma 
that once faced visitors to the City’s website at Lakewood.org as they tried to 
navigate through information on an array of services, programs, events and 
resources. A slimmed-down version of the mega-menu on the website’s home 
page is now available along with easier-to-use pages. The new design is based 
on detailed data showing the most visited items on the website, and it makes 
the website more mobile friendly for smartphones and other mobile devices. 
Visitors will find the new design friendlier, and they will spend less time 
reading through menu choices to find what they want. Pages also have more 
graphic design such as on www.Lakewood.org/NeighborhoodResources.

Federal Center bee 
discovery
 The GSA Rocky Mountain Region 
recently made an interesting discovery 
while working on a construction 
project at the Federal Center. The 
project team found two trees that were 
slated for removal housed beehives. 
Since bees play an important role in 
the ecosystem, the team decided to 
preserve the hives and find them a 
new home. The beehives’ removal 
took the team less than an hour. But 
there was still the issue of finding the 
hives a new home. GSA’s contractor, 
Davey Tree Expert Co., located a 
science teacher who lives on a few 
acres of land in Aurora and was willing 
to take the hives. The work involving 
the trees is a remediation project to 
remove contaminated sediments left 
from the World War II Industrial Waste 
Water Treatment Plant in the Downing 
Reservoir near Kipling Street. For more 
project details and a fact sheet, visit 
www.gsa.gov/DowningReservoir.

Make every trip count
 Get rewarded for your pledge to 
reduce two car trips per week.  The 
City of Lakewood and the Regional 
Air Quality Council are teaming up 
again this year on the Every Trip 
Counts program. The program’s goal 
is to reduce auto emissions during 
the summer months when ground-
level ozone pollution is the worst.  To 
reward participants for making the air 
cleaner, the program will be providing 
a number of random prize drawings 
for transit passes during the summer 
ozone months.  Sign up today at 
www.EveryTripCounts.org.

Artwork added to Colfax corridor 
 Artwork has been installed in the new roundabout at West 14th Avenue 
and Lamar Street. “Connected” adds to the new look in the Colfax corridor 
near the W Line, which also has had several pieces of artwork installed along 
the light rail. The City built the roundabout at the intersection to make it 
safer and to provide better access to the nearby Lamar Station for the W Line. 
The artwork for the roundabout was funded by Lakewood’s Neighborhood 
Participation Program, which is a City program that provides grants to 
neighborhoods for improvements they desire. Learn about the grants at 
Lakewood.org/NPP.
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Arts&Parks

Request your guide: 303.987.7800
Lakewood.org/Camps

 Lakewood’s Fox Hollow and 
Homestead golf courses are home to 
one of the best Junior Golf programs 
in the metro area. Children and teens 
can expect excellent instruction on 
stance, grip, swing, balance and other 
fundamentals in a relaxed and fun 

environment. 
 Instructors Craig Parzybok (PGA 
golf professional), Mike Kramer 
(PGA assistant golf professional), 
Judy Brim (LPGA assistant golf 
professional), Bryce Tani  (PGA 
assistant golf professional) and 

 Residents will have the 
opportunity to recycle their 
green, organic yard waste during 
Lakewood’s free yard waste cleanup 
events this spring.  The events are 
8-11:30 a.m. on May 2 and May 9 
at two different locations each day.  
Residents can choose to bring their 
material to either O’Connell Middle 
School, 1275 S. Teller St., or Jefferson 
County Public Schools Building, 809 
Quail St.
 All material collected will be 
composted, so only green, organic 
waste will be accepted such as tree 
branches, yard clippings, leaves and 

Time to make a splash
Lakewood’s outdoor pools and splash spots open in May. 

Ray Ross spray pad – May 16
Carmody – May 23

Glennon Heights – May 23
Morse Park – May 23

Surfside Spray Park – May 23

Learn more about the pools at Lakewood.org/OutdoorPools. 

Junior golf teaches more than the game

Paula Bauer (LPGA assistant golf 
professional) lead a program that 
emphasizes building on the basics 
while offering tailored coaching to 
players of all levels. 
  Mike believes that the Junior Golf 
program can serve as a building 

block to the development of a child, 
and he enjoys incorporating life lessons 
into the learning of golf skills. Junior 
golfers will learn the mechanics of the 
sport, but also etiquette, rules and how 
to work well with each other. 
 When asked about a favorite 
memory from the program, Judy 
remembers one particular time when 
the look on a student’s face radiated 
that “the light bulb went off” and he 
just “got it” on how to make his swing 
work. 
 “Being able to pass on my love of the 
game to any student is incredible, but 
to pass it on to children who will have 
that love for the rest of their lives is a 
gift that keeps on giving,” Judy said.   
  The Junior Golf program is available 
at both Fox Hollow and Homestead, 
with custom sessions for varying 
skill levels. The student-teacher ratio 
is kept low, with an average of 10-
12 students with each instructor, 
allowing the junior golfers to receive 
focused attention and instruction 
that maximizes their learning during 
their session. Lakewood’s Junior Golf 
program begins June 8 at Fox Hollow 
and July 15 at Homestead. To sign 
up your child for Junior Golf, stop by 
the pro shop at either Fox Hollow or 
Homestead or visit 
www. LakewoodGolf.org.

Yard waste cleanup events
shrub prunings. Logs smaller than 24 
inches long and 6 inches in diameter 
also will be accepted. 
 Items not accepted include 
plastic, sod, dirt, trash, treated wood 
and construction materials such as 
plywood, brick, concrete, edging and 
fencing.      
 Materials will be accepted from 
residents only; no business or private 
contractors.
 Proof of Lakewood residency 
is required, but there is no cost to 
drop off acceptable items. For more 
information, please call 303-987-7193 
or visit www.Lakewood.org/Cleanup.
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yards so they are 25 feet away from 
any public walkway whether the 
walkway is on the front, side or back 
of a home.
 Those wanting to keep chickens, 
ducks, dwarf goats or bees are 
still required to obtain a small 
animal permit from the Planning 
Department, which ensures 
residents meet the City’s standards 
for keeping the animals and they 
receive additional educational 
material including from the Colorado 
Beekeeping Association.
 The changes, which went into 
effect in March, come more than 
two years after the City updated its 
30-year-old Zoning Ordinance. When 
the City Council approved the new 
ordinance in 2012, it noted that the 
regulations are a “living document,” 
and changes could be needed from 
time to time to address issues that 
might arise after working with the 
updated ordinance.
 For more information about 
urban agriculture and the City’s 
requirements, call 303-987-7505 or 
enter “urban agriculture” into the 
search bar at www.Lakewood.org.

Farm workshops

Ready to open your own produce stand? Sign 
up for workshops with Sprout City Farms to 
learn more about growing your own food 
for sale. Workshops will be at Mountair Park 
Community Farm at the corner of West 13th 
Avenue and Depew Street unless otherwise 
noted, and a donation of $5-10 per person is 
suggested for the workshops. RSVP by sending 
an email to jordan@sproutcityfarms.org. For 
more information, please call 720-319-8126 or 
visit SproutCityFarms.org 

Garden planning and seed starting
Noon-1 p.m., April 18
Lakewood Heritage Center, 801 S. Yarrow St., 
in conjunction with Lakewood’s Earth Day 
Celebration
Garden water conservation: 
keeping water bills down 
Noon-1 p.m., May 9 (in conjunction with the 
Family Farm Fiesta)
Safe food harvest and handling practices 
Noon-1 p.m., June 27
Composting and soil building 
Noon-1:30 p.m., July 25 
Pickling and fermenting 
Noon-1:30 p.m., Aug. 29 

City News

Urban 
boost
From page 1

 Yes, it’s been a bad pothole season 
for Lakewood, just as with other cities, 
because of the significant swings in 
the weather. But Lakewood’s Street 
Maintenance Division has responded 
as quickly as possible to fill each 
pothole.
 An unusual amount of 
freezing drizzle and wide swings 
in temperatures this winter have 
prompted the number and size of the 
potholes, said Kyle Beck, manager of 
the Street Maintenance Division. The 
freezing drizzle more easily penetrates 
the asphalt pores, and when the 
temperature drops even lower, 
the drizzle turns to ice, expanding 
and breaking apart the asphalt 
particularly at seams in the asphalt 
or where it meets gutters at the side 
of the roadway. With higher winter 
temperatures, melting snow seeps into 
the asphalt and seams, then freezes 

when it gets cold again, damaging the 
asphalt.
   The City is testing new technology 
that provides a permanent patch 
for potholes even in less-than-ideal 
temperatures for placing asphalt. 
To report a pothole, visit 
www.Lakewood.org/RequestLakewood. 
Several of the major roads in 
Lakewood are state highways, 
and the Colorado Department of 
Transportation is responsible for fixing 
potholes on these roads, which are 
West Sixth Avenue, including Sixth’s 
frontage roads; West Colfax Avenue; 
Morrison Road; Hampden Avenue; 
Kipling Parkway; and Wadsworth and 
Sheridan boulevards. Contact CDOT 
at 303-757-9228 to report potholes on 
these roads. 
 The City’s annual repaving and 
concrete repair program also will get 
underway in early April. Lakewood 

will spend $7.9 million this year to 
repave asphalt and fix concrete on 
70 lane miles of City streets. The 
concrete repair involves replacing 
badly deteriorated sections of 
curb, gutter, sidewalk, curb ramps 
and drainage crosspans on streets 
receiving new asphalt. An additional 
82 miles will receive a rejuvenation 
sealcoat to extend the life of the 
roadway, and 29 miles of concrete 
repair will occur to prepare some 
streets for repaving next year.
 This year’s repaving program 

Pothole repair, repaving underway
includes Simms Street from West 
Sixth to West 20th avenues as well 
as West 20th Avenue from Simms to 
Wadsworth Boulevard. West Alameda 
Avenue will be repaved from Union 
Boulevard to Kipling Parkway, and 
Mississippi Avenue from Pierce 
Street to Sheridan Boulevard also is 
included in this year’s program. For 
more information and a complete 
list of streets included in this 
year’s maintenance program and 
a map, visit www.Lakewood.org/ 
RepairsToStreetsAndSidewalks.  

City government delivered to you in 
high definition

Lakewood8 now has a crystal-clear picture 
on cable channels 8 and 880 to watch your 

government in action. 
Lakewood.org/Lakewood8

HAWK Signal: Use it like a stop sign
 The flashing red lights on traffic signals indicate the signal is now functioning 
as a stop sign, and that is true for the City’s HAWK signal at 260 Union Blvd. 
Motorists must stop and then proceed only when it is safe to do so — just as they 
would with any stop sign. With the High-intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) 
signal for pedestrians, motorists must stop when the signal is flashing red. But they 
can proceed when the pedestrian is safely out of the traffic lane.
 The HAWK signal has been installed in the heavily traveled Union Boulevard 
corridor to provide safe crossings for pedestrians while also allowing traffic to flow 
as soon as possible. The HAWK accomplishes this by using the flashing red lights. 
Because motorists can proceed on the flashing red lights after they have stopped, 
traffic starts to flow sooner than with a traditional traffic signal. At intersections 
with traditional traffic signals for pedestrian crossings, motorists must wait for the 
traffic signal to complete a full and longer cycle before they can proceed with a 
green light.
 Watch a video on how to use the HAWK signal at www.Lakewood.orgHawkSignal. 
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CIVICS 101 APPLICATION
Deadline to apply: Friday, April 10

6-9 p.m., Thursdays
April 23-June 18

Return form to City Manager’s Office, 480 S. Allison Parkway, Lakewood, 80226, or fax to 303-987-7063.

Name

Address                                    ZIP code

Phone (home)                  Work or cell                                                                              Email                                  

Name & phone number for a contact in case of an emergency: 

Why does Civics 101 interest you?

What experiences, if any, have you had with the City of Lakewood? 

Ward 4

Ward 3

Shakti
303-987-7740
303-987-7740 Voice Mail
shakti@lakewood.org 

Pete Roybal
720-432-7554

303-987-7743 Voice Mail
proybal@lakewood.org 

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ramey Johnson
303-232-1567
303-987-7728 Voice Mail
rjohnson@lakewood.org 

Scott Koop
303-233-1198
303-987-7738 Voice Mail
skoop@lakewood.org 

Cindy Baroway
720-300-5986

303-987-7739 Voice Mail
cbaroway@lakewood.org 

Karen Kellen
303-910-0541

303-987-7729 Voice Mail
kkellen@lakewood.org 

Ward 5

David Wiechman
303-986-4818
303-987-7748 Voice Mail
dwiechman@lakewood.org 

Karen Harrison
303-987-7767
303-987-7767 Voice Mail
kharrison@lakewood.org 

Tom Quinn
303-717-8862

303-987-7776 Voice Mail
tquinn@lakewood.org 

Adam Paul
303-988-6484

303-987-7766 Voice Mail
apaul@lakewood.org 

Know Your City Council Members

Mayor Bob Murphy
Mayor’s Office: 303-987-7040

bmurphy@lakewood.org 

Get Involved

To learn more about City Council, visit Lakewood.org/CityCouncil

Enroll in Lakewood’s free Civics 101 
course to experience a court trial and 
learn how your local tax dollars are 
spent. The course will cover a variety 
of topics, and it is designed to increase 
Lakewood residents’ knowledge of 
and participation in City issues.

The course will be 6-9 p.m. on 
Thursdays, April 23-June 18 at 
Lakewood City Hall, 480 S. Allison 
Parkway. 
 
Civics 101 is open to Lakewood 
residents, and participants must be 
able to attend all nine sessions to 
register for the course. 

Fill out and mail this application, or 
submit one online at 
www.Lakewood.org/Civics101. 
 
The deadline to register is April 10.

Spring into knowledge — enroll in Civics 101


