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See Pioneering step page 6

 Lakewood has joined the ranks 
of leaders in the sustainability field 
by adopting the City’s first-ever 
Sustainability Plan to chart a course 
for the City government and the 
community toward building long-
term resiliency across many aspects of 
modern life.
 The City Council approved the plan 

in May, and it is an important step 
in becoming sustainable because 
the plan assesses the challenges to 
achieving sustainability, develops 
creative solutions and tracks progress 
toward goals that were developed by 
numerous community members.
 “This is a remarkable milestone 
that will ensure Lakewood’s 

leadership and excellence in 
sustainability,” Mayor Bob Murphy 
says in the plan’s opening message. 
“Sustainability is a subject we must 
all care about because it helps 
us consider the impacts of our 
decisions and behaviors so that we 
can achieve a balance among the 
natural environment, social values 

Lakewood takes pioneering step toward sustainability
and the economy.” 
 A healthy natural environment, a 
vibrant economy, and a connected 
community — these three goals 
are the foundation for a sustainable 
society. In Lakewood, this means 
making decisions, both in City 

 Yellow still means caution and 
motorists need to yield to oncoming 
traffic and anyone in the crosswalks, 
but the flashing yellow arrow provides 
an option for drivers to turn left if it’s 
clear to do so. This can help move more 
traffic through an intersection in a 
shorter amount of time, which can help 
improve commute times in the city. 
 For drivers, the flashing arrow 
means that if they missed the green 
arrow for turning left, they don’t have 

to wait for a traffic signal to finish 
a complete cycle and return to the 
green arrow before they can turn 
left. They can turn on the flashing 
arrow when conditions are safe to 
proceed, but drivers must remember 
that oncoming traffic has a green 
light and the right of way. 
 For traffic engineers, it allows 
them to give traffic signals more 
options to cycle through for 
managing traffic. For example, 
during rush hour when accident 
rates can be higher, the left turn 
signal will only allow turning on a 
green arrow. But in the middle of 
the day, the traffic signal can be 
programmed to turn on the flashing 
yellow arrow to allow turning.
 The first flashing yellow arrow 
has been installed on Wadsworth 
Boulevard at West 14th Avenue. 
Arrows are also in place on Kipling 
Parkway at West Dartmouth and 
West Kentucky avenues.
 The new arrows also will be 
added to the following intersections: 
Wadsworth at the westbound 
ramps for Hampden Avenue; 
Kipling at West Jewell Avenue and 
the Hampden Service Road; Union 
Boulevard at West Cedar Drive 
and West Second Place; and West 
Alameda Avenue at Garrison Street. 
Discussions are also underway for 

several intersections on Wadsworth, 
but not all intersections are 
candidates for flashing yellow arrows 
based on several safety factors 
including double left-turn lanes, a 
severe crash history or limited sight 
distance.
 Several cities in the metro area 
including Denver, Golden and 
Arvada have installed flashing 

Flashing yellow arrow provides more turning options
yellow arrows, and national studies 
show that drivers make fewer mistakes 
with left turns with the flashing arrows 
than with traditional turn signals.
 To learn more or to watch a 
video about the arrows, please 
visit www.Lakewood.org/
TrafficandTransportationEngineering 
and click on the flashing yellow arrow 
link on the left side of the page.

A flashing yellow arrow for turning left has 
been added to the traditional sequence 
of green, yellow and red lights at some of 
Lakewood’s traffic signals on major streets as a 
way to improve traffic flow. 

Lakewood’s 40 West Arts District presents the West Colfax MuralFest, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. on Aug. 8 along West 16th 
Avenue one block north of Colfax between Teller and Reed streets. This one-day street festival will celebrate the 
arts by unveiling seven new murals along with three live bands, food trucks, art booths, a beer tent and imaginative 
activities for the whole family. Details at WestColfaxMuralFest.org. 

16th Ave.Free festival of murals 

Looking@Lakewood Full of Possibilities.

Lakewood
Full of Possibilities.
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Letter from the mayor

City Manager
Kathy Hodgson
 Looking@Lakewood is a 
newsletter published by the 
City of Lakewood,
480 S. Allison Parkway, 
Lakewood, CO  80226.

Editor Stacie Oulton,  303-987-7050
Designer Alvaro Pinel
Lakewood.org

 It is distributed to all households 
and businesses in the city. Alternative 
formats of this publication available upon 
request.

Tour of Lakewood: 
Bob Murphy style

 Serving you as your mayor these 
last eight years has been the most 
fulfilling experience of my professional 
life.  Having just a few months left in 
my term also means that I only have 
a couple more opportunities to share 
thoughts with you by way of this 
column. I hope you won’t mind if I use 
these opportunities to both reflect and 
to look ahead.
 For some reason (probably the fact 
that we have a municipal election 
coming up in November!), I have been 
thinking a lot recently about our wards 
here in Lakewood. As you know, for 
purposes of elected representation, 
our City Charter created five distinct 
geographic wards. In general terms, 
Ward 1 is northwest Lakewood, 
Ward 2 northeast Lakewood, Ward 3 
eastern Lakewood, Ward 4 southwest 
Lakewood and Ward 5 southern 
Lakewood.  While citywide we share 

many characteristics, as time goes 
by I am more and more struck by 
the unique characteristics of each of 
these five parts of the city.
 I have always said that if I were 
asked to distill the complexity of our 
community down to one descriptive 
sentence, it would be this:  We are 
fundamentally a place of beautiful, 
unique, eclectic, sometimes historic 
and often hidden neighborhoods. 
That is a characteristic shared by all 
five of our wards. But there are some 
differences as well.
 Ward 1 has great neighborhoods, 
like Eiber and Applewood, but it also 
is the home of our largest revenue-
producing retail centers, Colorado 
Mills and Denver West Village, and 
our largest employment centers, 
Terumo BCT, the St. Anthony Medical 
Campus and the Denver Federal 
Center.  Our oldest college, Colorado 
Christian University, also is in Ward 1. 
Add in a portion of the new W Line 
light rail, and there is just a whole lot 
goin’ on there! 
 Ward 2 is the oldest, most historic, 
and in a charming way the grittiest 
(it’s where I live so I can say that!) part 
of Lakewood. The first neighborhood 
was platted there in 1889. Its 
defining feature has been Colfax 
Avenue, once the great combination 
of neighborhood main street and 
transcontinental highway, now 
undergoing a renaissance around 

the 40 W Arts District and the new 
21st century form of transportation: 
light rail. It’s diverse, a bit edgy, hip 
(40W and The Edge Theatre), the 
“soul” of Lakewood, but also home 
to wonderful, strong neighborhoods 
like Morse Park, Two Creeks and 
Northeast Lakewood.
 Ward 3 features our most urban 
area, Belmar, and arguably our most 
rural area, Jefferson Gardens, less 
than a half mile apart. Like all parts 
of the city, there are some areas of 
need, but Ward 3 also features the 
most expensive home for sale in the 
Denver region (the Taylor property, at 
$27.5 million). Talk about diversity! It 
also is home to our two largest urban 
parks, Addenbrooke and Belmar, 
crown jewels located right in or near 
our downtown. And, once again, 
there are great neighborhoods like 
Thraemoor, Lasley and Martindale.
 Ward 4 has a singular defining 
natural feature in Green Mountain: 
2,300 acres of open space that also 
serves as the visual backdrop for our 
western boundary. Although the 
Federal Center may technically be 
in Ward 1, it has had extraordinary 
influence over the history of Ward 
4. Some of the first workers in what 
was then called the Remington 
Arms Plant settled just across 
Alameda Avenue from the center 
and built homes, which were called 
“Rems.”  Through the years, many 

who worked, or continue to work, 
at the 28 agencies at the Fed Center 
chose to buy homes nearby, fueling 
numerous subdivisions in a sort of 
western migration.  Today the newest 
subdivision is underway.  Like those 
who came before them, residents 
of Solterra are attracted by beautiful 
views, wide open spaces and easy 
access to the mountains.
 Ward 5 is generally the newest part 
of Lakewood and also has remarkable 
defining natural features in the 
2,600-acre Bear Creek Lake Park and 
accompanying Bear Creek Greenbelt. 
It is home to our two city-owned 
golf courses, Homestead and Fox 
Hollow, and our largest demonstration 
xeriscape garden at Kendrick Lake 
Park. Yet it also has one of our larger 
employment centers in Academy Park 
on south Wadsworth. I know residents 
of many wonderful neighborhoods 
like Southern Gables, Lochmoor, 
Westgate and Marston Slopes are 
extremely proud to call Ward 5 “home!”
 There you have it — my sort of “Rick 
Steves Tour of Lakewood,” the city I 
love so much.  Thanks for allowing me 
the fun of taking you along!

Bob Murphy
303-987-7040
bmurphy@lakewood.org

Pick up one 
at any 
Lakewood 
facility or 
local bike shop

www.Lakewood.org/BikeMap

Lakewood8 highlights hidden gems

LAKEWOOD88

Watch “Spotlight on Lakewood” 
in July to see great, 

unexpected homes in Lakewood.

Coming in August, 
visit an old world Italian deli in Lakewood.

www.Lakewood.org/Spotlight
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businesses have limits, though. 
While we support the business 
environment, we do not control 
the market. Ultimately, companies 
make the final decision on whether 
to expand or where to locate. There 
are often factors behind a property’s 
attractiveness such as rent or sale 
price, the location, the size of the 
property, the maintenance condition 
of the building or property or many 
other factors that spark interest in 
potential renters or buyers. When the 
price or condition of the real estate is 
not in line with what the market will 
support, the private sector considers 
this in its decision-making. In these 
instances, Lakewood Economic 
Development uses this as an 
opportunity to talk with the property 
owner or listing broker about trends 
and market demands, to share 
resources and to learn about how we 
can better assist them. 
 Business attraction and 
recruitment are two important 
components of Lakewood Economic 
Development. Assuring an attractive, 
business friendly city lures industries 
to Lakewood, creates jobs, circulates 
income and improves the quality of 
life for all. If there is a business you’d 
like to see in Lakewood, we’d love to 
hear from you.

Economic Development

To submit a listing, visit Lakewood.org/GrandOpenings.

Welcome to

Grand Openings

Listed below are openings of new businesses and important milestones.

resources to businesses. We identify 
needs through our relationships with 
the business community, we support 
and advocate for infrastructure such 
as roads, sidewalks and utilities and 
encourage long-range planning 
strategies while also monitoring the 
ever-changing trends and 
demographics to enable 
the City to be ahead 
of the market. 

Recruiting 
businesses 
 While we 
work to make 
Lakewood 
inviting and 
welcoming, we 
also proactively 
recruit 
businesses that 
would be a good 
fit in particular areas 
of the city. We listen to 
residents’ and consumer feedback 
to determine if there are any 
gaps in specific industries or retail 
stores in the city. We analyze this 
feedback against current rental 
rates, demographics, available real 
estate and more to see if the existing 
market could support that particular 
business or industry based on what 
those industries have told us.   
 We also call individual businesses 
and talk with their real estate experts 
who make location decisions to 
educate them and to promote 
Lakewood as a viable option. 
We give the company a “heads-
up” about real estate that will 
become available soon or provide 
demographic information for the 
area. For example, staff reached out 

to a health-conscious restaurant 
that we thought would fit well 
in Denver West. This restaurant 
ultimately chose to locate in the 
Promenade at Denver West. This 
process is a two-way street; it 
affords us the opportunity to learn 

what companies are 
looking for and what 

changing trends 
City departments 

should be 
aware of in the 
future. 
    We’ve 
hosted 
promotional 
events 
such as a 
recent tour 

to educate 
local real estate 

professionals 
about the 

investment 
opportunities along West Colfax 
Avenue. This was a fun and 
engaging experience for brokers 
to learn about the exciting 
changes happening along 
Colfax in Lakewood.  Attendees 
heard testimonials directly from 
developers and small businesses 
that are building and locating in the 
Colfax corridor. These testimonials, 
which set the tone before the lively 
tour, helped showcase West Colfax 
in its “Sunday best” by those who 
are on the forefront of Colfax’s new 
beginning to encourage future 
investment and relocation to the 
area. 

Marketplace decides 
 Our abilities to attract and recruit 

EyeCU Home Automation
7309 W. Hampden Ave.
720-403-6866
www.EyeCUHomeAutomation.com

Royal Cutts
1370 Colorado Mills Parkway, Suite 100
(Inside Sola Salons, Studio 16)
303-957-7104

Belmar Neighborhood Health Center 
by Centura
7551 W. Alameda Ave.
303-925-4380
www. MyNeighborhoodHealthCenter.Org
 
Milestones 

Euro Tech Colorado
Celebrating 25 years in Lakewood
5555 W. 11th Ave., Suite E
303-238-7222
www. EuroTechColorado.com

What makes businesses come to Lakewood? 
 

When a 1.5-acre site became available in the heart of Lakewood at 1497 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood Economic Development worked with the 
broker to help find potential buyers for the site.  Sooper Credit Union will relocate from Denver to this new location in August. 

Nanette Neelan
Deputy city manager and 
economic development director
303-987-7050
nannee@lakewood.org 

Attract
residents

GOODJOBS

DISPOSABLE
INCOME

COLLECT

SALES TAX

Vibrant
Community

Support 
local

entrepreneurs

Attract
primary

employers

IM
PROVED 

QUALITY 

OF LIFE

Support
City services

 Have you ever wondered why 
businesses choose to locate where 
they do? There are quite a few factors 
involved, but the private sector 
ultimately is the primary decision-
maker. While new and expanding 
businesses do inquire about incentives, 
those are not the tools that attract a 
business to a community.  What does 
interest a business is the location, real 
estate and zoning of a site, the ease 
of development, the workforce in the 
community, the utilities in the area and 
specific industry factors that set the 
foundation for the business’ success. 

  
 A part of an average day in 
Lakewood Economic Development 
is positioning our community to be 
on the radar of these businesses. 
We work to educate and promote 
the competitive advantages in 
our community and help identify 
strategies and tools that meet the 
prospective or expanding business’ 
needs. One example is the Baker St. 
Pretzel bakery at 6340 W. Mississippi 
Ave. The owner, excited by the unique 
building, visited with Lakewood 
Economic Development staff with 
questions about City regulations and 
requirements. We are happy to report 
he will be open for business later on 
this summer!  
 For you as a resident, this activity 
has an impact on you every day. 
The quality of life in a community is 
facilitated by economic development 
strategies as we work with businesses 
to identify and support the needs 
that they identify to us. These are 
the businesses that provide our 
residents with jobs, provide exciting 
places to spend discretionary income 
and set Lakewood apart from other 
communities.  
 While several City departments 
provide services directly to residents 
that maintain public safety, parks, 
streets and other items important 
to the community’s quality of life, 
Lakewood Economic Development’s 
role is a direct focus on facilitating 
the business community. Internally 
and externally, we work to develop 
and foster an environment that is 
inherently welcoming to business. 
We work with our colleagues in other 
City departments to encourage a 
development process that serves 
business needs. We approach the table 
with assistance in mind, to provide 
answers about City processes and 
regulations and to point to services or 
nonprofit agencies that might offer 

Fostering an attractive city
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Arts&Parks

BARK-N-SPLASH BASH
9 a.m.-1 p.m., August 15 & 16, Morse Park Pool
9 a.m.-1 p.m., August 30, Carmody Pool
Lakewood.org/BarknSplash

It’s Fido’s turn for a swim at this annual 
favorite event. Cost is $5 preregistration, 
$10 day of registration.

NOTE: People are not allowed in the water with the dogs.

PASSPORT TO THE PARKS  
All summer
Lakewood.org/PassportParks

Grab a friend, family member or furry friend 
to walk, run, bike and play in as many parks as 
you can. Register and receive a booklet with 
park highlights and activities, discounts for 
other Lakewood events and more.

CAR NO. 25 OPEN HOUSE
10 a.m.-2 p.m., August 8
Denver Federal Center Building 78, Gate 1
Lakewood.org/HistoricTransit

Car No. 25 was one of seven cars that 
provided passenger service on the Denver & 
Intermountain Interurban’s 13-mile Denver-
Lakewood-Golden line from 1911 to 1950.
At the open house, you can enjoy a free ride 
(weather permitting)! 

All adults must have a government-issued photo ID to enter 
the Federal Center. Sorry, pets are not permitted.

TRAIL RUNNING SERIES  
6 p.m., September 2, 9,16 & 23
Bear Creek Lake Park
Lakewood.org/TrailRunning

Hit the trails this fall. Cost is $60 for the 
series (by September 1) or $25 for one race. 
Ages 14 and up. Races vary from 4 to 9 miles.

LAKEWOOD CULTURAL CENTER 
PRESENTS! 2015-2016 SEASON
Season tickets are on sale now. 
Single tickets go on sale August 31.
Lakewood.org/LCCPresents

Performances in this can’t-miss season include 
Ōn Ensemble, Golden Dragon Acrobats, 
Lysander Piano Trio with Mischa Bouvier, 
“Red Riding Hood,”  “The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes,” Timothy P. and the Rocky 
Mountain Stocking Stuffers, “Broadway’s Next 
H!T Musical,” Adonis Puentes and the Voice 
of Cuba Orchestra, Sean Jones Quartet, New 
York Brass Arts Trio, “Ragtime, the Musical,” 
Jason Petty: Hank and My Honky Tonk Heroes, 
ODC dance: boulders and bones and 
New Directions Veterans Choir.

SATURDAY NIGHT 
CAMPFIRE PROGRAMS
7:30-9 p.m., August 1 & 8
Bear Creek Lake Park
Lakewood.org/BCLPEvents

Join us for an evening of fun and education 
for the entire family! A marshmallow roast will 
follow, weather permitting. No registration 
required. Park entry fee applies. 

August 1:  The Friends of Dinosaur Ridge 
will be presenting dinosaur fossils that have 
been found in and around the Denver area.  
Learn about the time periods in which these 
animals lived and how they survived. 

August 8:  Take a trip around the bug world 
with the Butterfly Pavilion! Join us as we 
explore animals from the desert to the rain 
forest and everywhere in between.

DECODING THE HISTORY 
OF NEWS IN LAKEWOOD
Through August 15
Lakewood Heritage Center
Lakewood.org/Exhibits

Today, we often communicate via cellphones 
and computers. News is accessed from 
phones, tablets and car radios. Return to 
the beginning of news in Lakewood, a time 
of switchboards and typewriters, party line 
phones and floor model radios. Try out some 
old and new technology while learning about 
local newspapers, radio and TV stations.

COPS THAT COOK!
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
7-10 a.m., September 18
Clements Community Center
Lakewood.org/CopsThatCook

Show your support and enjoy pancakes 
cooked by our own Lakewood Police agents 
at the 17th annual Cops That Cook! fundraiser. 
Tickets are $4 in advance/$6 at the door. 
Proceeds will benefit the Lakewood Police 
Department Explorer program, a coordinated 
program between the Police Department and 
the Boy Scouts of America that encourages 
youth and young adults (ages 14-21) to 
develop an interest in law enforcement by 
experiencing police operations.
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City Happenings
rehabilitation program. In June, 
he also successfully completed 
his probation program ordered 
by Lakewood Municipal Court.
 For more information about 
the Lakewood Municipal Court 
Veterans Process, please call 303-
987-7400.

Veterans’ fair
 Mark your calendar for the 
annual West Metro Veterans 
Fair, 2-6 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 
15 at the Elks Club Lodge, 
1455 Newland St. This free fair 
helps military families connect 
with resources they need such 
as housing and health care 
options along with dozens 
of other service providers. 
If you would like to serve as 
a vendor at the fair, please 
contact Court Administrator 
Norm Brisson at 303-987-7422 
or norbri@lakewood.org. For 
more information, visit www.
Lakewood.org/VeteransFair.

Courts go digital
 Lakewood’s Municipal Court 
now has a digital docket, which 
is the list of the day’s court cases. 
The digital docket makes it easier 
and “greener” for people needing 
to locate what courtroom to 
report to for their cases. 
 An electronic screen now 
greets court visitors, and it shows 
cases for all the courtrooms in 
about 1.5 minutes. This digital 
approach allows the court staff 
to skip printing paper dockets, 
which were sometimes more than 
120 pages. With the old paper 
docket, the public had to sift 
through those pages to find their 
courtroom, which often caused a 
long line that made people late 
for their court appearances.

Veterans get a hand up in court
 By the time he ended up in 
Lakewood’s Municipal Court last year, 
the Navy veteran had been homeless 
for six months, faced several 
shoplifting charges and needed help 
for mental health issues. Lakewood’s 
Municipal Court staff members 
learned the veteran had served in 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm in 
1990 and 1991 to defend Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia from Iraqi invasion and 
attacks. 
 Knowing that veterans often face 
intractable problems related to their 
service while they also earn special 
medical and other benefits, the staff 
decided there needed to be a better 
way to handle court cases involving 
veterans. The staff’s brainstorming 
resulted in the creation of the 
Lakewood Municipal Court Veterans 
Process, which focuses the court’s 
efforts on solving problems for 
veterans who end up in court rather 
than simply providing consequences. 
The goal of the court’s approach is 
to help stabilize veterans’ lives and 
reintegrate them into society while 
encouraging sobriety, treatment of 
mental health issues and using the 
resources of the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs in the most effective 
way possible.
 “It’s tough to see veterans come 
into court with such difficulties,” 
said Chief Probation Officer Scott 
Hefty, who is a veteran himself. “We 
decided that we could play a role in 
getting veterans back on their feet 
and connected with the services they 
needed.” 
 The new process for veterans’ 
cases began last September, and it 
supports public safety by holding 
the veterans accountable for their 
behavior while connecting them 
with appropriate services and 
increasing the monitoring of their 
treatment and probation. This helps 
reduce recidivism and addresses 
the underlying substance abuse or 
mental health issues contributing 
to the behavior that landed them in 
court. The process accomplishes this 
by coordinating and collaborating 
with veterans’ services, community-
based organization, victim advocacy 
groups and other criminal justice 
agencies.
 For the Navy veteran, he was 
found guilty of the shoplifting 
charges and was ordered to 
participate and cooperate with the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affair 
intervention program. Through 
collaboration with the VA’s Veterans 
Justice Program, the veteran was 
assigned a caseworker with the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s VA Supportive 
Housing Program, which was able 
to assist the veteran in securing 
stable housing. The program also 
established appropriate mental 
health and vocational supports. 
Lakewood’s Probation Division 
conducted monthly home and 
other visits with the veteran while 
accompanied by a VA representative 
to monitor his participation in 
counseling and vocational services. 
Besides finding housing, the veteran 
continues to participate in mental 
health counseling and is now 
working with the VA’s vocational 

Know before you go: 
Bear Creek Lake Park

 Lakewood’s Bear Creek Lake Park sees more than 400,000 visitors 
annually, yet still manages to surprise visitors with its beauty and wildness. 
Owned by the Army Corps of Engineers, the City of Lakewood holds a long-
term lease to this 2,600-acre outdoor wonderland, making it a City park 
rather than a state park. 
 The park is named for the beautiful and meandering Bear Creek, which 
enters the park from the west side and provides three main bodies of water 
that serve as activity hubs for the park. Little Soda Lake houses a water-ski 
and wakeboard school, while Big Soda Lake offers the swim beach, wading 
areas and marina for nonmotorized boat rentals such as canoes, kayaks, 
paddle boats and stand-up paddle boards. The largest body of water is 
Bear Creek Reservoir, available for motorized (10 horsepower and under) 
boating and fishing. The Mount Carbon Dam sits to the east of the reservoir 
and is controlled by the Army Corps. This impressive dam not only protects 
residential development downstream from flooding, but it also provides a 
challenging climb to cyclists and runners who use the park for their outdoor 
workouts.
 It’s no secret that recent flooding has heavily affected operations and 
public use of the park.  Repairs from the September 2013 flood that caused 
the reservoir to double in depth were barely completed when heavy May 
rains this year caused the reservoir to reach similar levels.  Even by July, the 
reservoir remained at least 10 feet above normal levels, and staff has not yet 
been able to determine the total impacts from this year’s flooding.  Most of 
the park’s amenities remain open and operational with the exception of a 
number of dirt trails, a reservable picnic area and motorized boating on the 
reservoir.  
 Thousands of visitors flock to the park each weekend to enjoy the Indian 
Paintbrush campground, cabins and yurts, swim beach, marina, ski school, 
horseback riding stables, archery range, educational programs, picnic areas 
and paved trails. Summer weekends in particular have become immensely 
popular for swim beach and marina lovers. A few things to note if you plan 
on visiting the park on a weekend: 

 

 The park offers a robust year-round calendar of educational and outdoor 
programs. The park’s exceptional naturalist programs continue to thrive, 
and attendance for the popular Saturday Night Campfire programs is at an 
all time high.  Bear Creek’s newest educational programs, Senior Naturalists 
and Bear Creek Bear Cubs, also continue to fill sessions during the week. As 
summer fades into fall, guests can look forward to popular events such as 
Full Moon Hikes, the Trail Running series in September and Haunted Trail 
Adventure in October.
 Bear Creek Lake Park is the gem of Lakewood, and residents should 
take every opportunity to get out to explore it. But it’s important to know 
before you go! Park entry fee is $7 a vehicle. Visit the park’s page at www.
Lakewood.org/BCLP for the most up-to-date information, or view its 
calendar of events at www.Lakewood.org/BCLPEvents to plan your next 
adventure. Interested in photos of park activities and wildlife including 
a recent wandering moose? Follow the park at www.Facebook.com/
BearCreekLakePark. 

•  Pack plenty of water, snacks and sunscreen. Enjoy a full, fun day at  
 the park without suffering any unfortunate consequences. 
•  Plan ahead to arrive early. On most weekends in the summer, the  
 park hits capacity before noon. Once parking areas are full,   
 the park is closed at the main gate, and additional vehicle entry  
 is denied. While this can be frustrating for visitors who are trying  
 to meet others in the park or want to return with fresh picnic and  
 other supplies, staff cannot make any special concessions for 
 entry. Should you arrive to see the main gate closed, please   
 follow signs and staff directions and keep moving along Morrison  
 Road so as not to impede traffic flow.
•  Pack it in and pack it out. The park is yours to enjoy, but lately a   
 tremendous amount of trash has been left in the swim beach and  
 marina area. While it’s hard to imagine enjoying a full picnic and  
 then getting up and walking away from all of your food remnants  
 and garbage, it’s happening with alarming frequency. Please treat  
 Bear Creek Lake Park like a place that’s special to you and use the  
 trash bins located throughout the beach and park. Clean up and  
 care for the park.  

Go in-depth
Look for links in bold and go online 
to Lakewood.org to watch videos, 

see photos and read more.
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operations and throughout the 
community, with each goal in mind 
so that we enhance our quality of life 
today and ensure the well-being of 
future generations. 
 Residents, local businesses, 
industry experts, other community 
members and City staff worked 
together during the last two years 
to identify what sustainability looks 
like in Lakewood and what actions 
the City and the community can 
take to achieve the three goals of 
sustainability. The process to craft the 
plan consisted of eight open houses, 
five presentations at City Council 
meetings and 24 work meetings, 
representing more than 450 hours of 
community participation. 
 Visit Lakewood.org/
SustainabilityPlan to review this living 
document that sets out ambitious 
goals for the next 10 years. Also sign 
up for the Lakewood Sustainability 
newsletter at Lakewood.org/
Newsletters to receive updates about 
ongoing sustainability efforts and 
opportunities to get involved.
 The plan is divided into seven 
chapters covering broad topics 

affecting sustainability, and 
each chapter outlines specific 
goals, targets that are numeric 
representations of the goals 
and strategies that are action 
steps to achieve the goals. The 
environmental, economic and social 
benefits also are charted for each 
strategy along with the potential 
financial costs and paybacks.
 • Climate 
Change and 
Adaptation: The 
overall goal is 
to minimize the 
communitywide 
emissions of 
greenhouse 
gases that cause 
climate change, 
with targets outlining reductions 
by specific years. The numerous 
strategies include updating the City’s 
emissions inventory and prioritizing 
actions that will significantly reduce 
emissions.
 • Energy, Water, and the Built 
Environment: The goals include 
ensuring affordable energy for the 
community while transitioning 

to renewable energy sources and 
significantly enhancing energy and 
resource efficiency in buildings in 
Lakewood. The numerous strategies 
include creating an energy and water 
resource center to help residents 
and businesses find ways to improve 
energy efficiency and reduce water 
use.
 • Sustainable Economy: The 

goals include cultivating a 
prosperous and self-reliant 
local economy and upward 
mobility for Lakewood 
residents. The numerous 
strategies include creating 
a Sustainable Business 
Hub and facilitating local 
investment and local 
products and services.

 • Zero Waste: The goals include 
educating the community about zero 
waste practices and diverting more 
waste from ending up in landfills. 
The numerous strategies include 
developing zero waste plans for 
all City facilities and identifying a 
collection site for yard waste.
 • Community Cohesion and 
Public Health: The goals include 

promoting physical well-being 
through healthy eating and active 
living. The numerous strategies 
include integrating guidelines into 
the City’s development guidelines to 
support active living such as access 
to walking routes, bicycle storage 
and attractive stairwells.
 • Natural Systems:  The goals 
include facilitating communitywide 
stewardship of Lakewood’s 
natural heritage. The numerous 
strategies include creating the best 
management practices for protecting 
biodiversity and enhancing air, water 
and soil quality.
 • Transportation:  The goals 
include developing a more 
sustainable transportation system 
through approaches such as 
sustainable street repair and 
maintenance and facilitating 
bicycling and pedestrian uses. 
The numerous strategies include 
incorporating alternative fuel 
vehicles into the City fleet.

Pioneering step From page 1

Ralston House 
.5K Endurance Challenge Race

The shortest race with the biggest point
9 a.m. registration

10:30 a.m. race in Belmar Plaza

Help heal children who are victims of abuse

EWSPART   N EREWSPART   N ER
News from our partners in government

www.ralstonhouse.net
Golden Racing Shoe Awards • police Mamba vehicle • bomb robot• face painting • chair massages

Aug. 29
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City News Go in-depth
Look for links in bold and go online 
to Lakewood.org to watch videos, 

see photos and read more.

Text 911 
for help
 The Lakewood Police Department 
and other law enforcement, fire and 
ambulance agencies in Jefferson 
County have launched a Text to 
911 service. A text sent to 911 will 
go to emergency dispatchers who 
are logged into a secure website to 
see the message. Most cell phone 
carriers now have the technology 
to make this available. If you are in 
a service area where texting is not 
available, you will be sent a bounce-
back text alerting you that texting 
isn’t available. At that point, you will 
need to call 911. Like cell phone calls, 
dispatchers will not know your exact 
location. While calling is the preferred 
method of contacting emergency 
dispatchers, making the text option 
to 911 available is important for when 
calling is not a viable or safe option. 
This service will be useful for those 
who are hearing or speech impaired 
or if a caller is facing a threatening 
situation where a voice call could 
increase the threat.

CLASSES, LEAGUES & 
EVENTS for KIDS & ADULTS

303.987.7800  |  LAKEWOOD.ORG/COMMUNITYCONNECTION

GET YOUR free 
GUIDE TO AN 
ACTIVE FALL.

Now available online and at Lakewood arts, parks and recreation 
facilities. Request your own copy by calling or subscribing online.

Find out 
what’s going on 
in the parks
 Residents can stay up to date 
on the numerous projects that are 
underway such as tennis court 
resurfacing or improvements to 
park playgrounds. The Community 
Resources Department has 
introduced a new page on the City’s 
website to keep residents informed 
of the many projects in progress, 
particularly during the summer. 
The list of projects is updated 
regularly and is available at 
www.Lakewood.org/projects. 

Rebates for 
evaporative 
coolers
 
 Evaporative coolers cost less to 
purchase, install and maintain, and 
they can save up to 30 percent on an 
average utility bill, according to Xcel 
Energy. You’ve probably heard of 
them referred to as “swamp coolers.” 
Terrible name. But they work well in 
dry climates like Colorado. They cool 
outdoor air by passing it through 
water-saturated pads, causing the 
water to evaporate in it, hence the 
name. The newly humidified air, 
which is as much as 15-30 degrees 
cooler, is then distributed through 
the home. The coolers use up to 
75 percent less energy than air 
conditioners. Xcel offers rebates for 
installation of new or replacement 
evaporative coolers. To learn more 
and to see a list of Xcel qualified 
contractors, visit 
www. XcelEnergy.com/rebates.

Comments 
needed on 
use of digital 
billboards
 The Lakewood Planning 
Commission will be reviewing 
a proposed Zoning Ordinance 
amendment that would add 
standards to address   digital 
billboards in the city. Digital 
billboards are electronic signs that 
some businesses use to display 
information to passing traffic. The 
Planning Commission will have a 
public hearing to take comments 
at its Aug. 5 meeting in the City 
Council Chambers at 480 S. Allison 
Parkway. The meeting will start at 
7 p.m. For more information about 
the proposed zoning amendment, 
visit www. Lakewood.org/
PCagendas.

Farmers’ markets
 Looking for fresh fruits and vegetables? Lakewood has a robust array of 
summer farmers’ markets for you to enjoy. Keep up to date on them with a new 
page on the City’s website, Lakewood.org/Sustainability/FarmersMarkets.

• DFC Farmers Market is 11 a.m.-1 p.m. on Thursdays in Bicentennial Park 
at the Denver Federal Center. Get fresh produce, scrumptious jams and jellies, 
crepes and dips through Aug. 27. Learn more at GSA.gov/DFCfarmersmarket.

• The Lakewood Farmers’ Market is 10 a.m.-2 p.m. every Saturday at 
the Mile Hi Church at West Alameda Avenue and Garrison Street through Sept. 
26. Learn more at LakewoodCOusa.com.

• Lamar Station Plaza Farmers’ Market is a monthly market with 
local produce from Miller Farms, food, music, arts and crafts and more. The 
market is 4-7 p.m. on Aug. 12 and Sept. 9 at 6715 W. Colfax Ave.

• FARMCAD is 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. on Aug. 15 and Sept. 12 at the Rocky Mountain 
College of Art + Design, 1600 Pierce St. This summer market includes fresh 
produce, music, art and food trucks. Learn more at FARMCAD.net.
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Ward 4

Ward 3

Shakti
303-987-7740
303-987-7740 Voice Mail
shakti@lakewood.org 

Pete Roybal
720-432-7554

303-987-7743 Voice Mail
proybal@lakewood.org 

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ramey Johnson
303-232-1567
303-987-7728 Voice Mail
rjohnson@lakewood.org 

Scott Koop
303-233-1198
303-987-7738 Voice Mail
skoop@lakewood.org 

Cindy Baroway
720-300-5986

303-987-7739 Voice Mail
cbaroway@lakewood.org 

Karen Kellen
303-910-0541

303-987-7729 Voice Mail
kkellen@lakewood.org 

Ward 5

David Wiechman
303-986-4818
303-987-7748 Voice Mail
dwiechman@lakewood.org 

Karen Harrison
303-987-7767
303-987-7767 Voice Mail
kharrison@lakewood.org 

Tom Quinn
303-717-8862

303-987-7776 Voice Mail
tquinn@lakewood.org 

Adam Paul
303-988-6484

303-987-7766 Voice Mail
apaul@lakewood.org 

Know Your City Council Members

Mayor Bob Murphy
Mayor’s Office: 303-987-7040

bmurphy@lakewood.org 

Get Involved

To learn more about City Council, visit www.Lakewood.org/CityCouncil

Dedication  •  Time capsule  •  Art on the Plaza  •  Live music  •  Appetizers  •  Cash bar  •  Door prizes

5-7:30 p.m., Thursday, August 27
480 S. Allison Parkway  •  303.987.7845

Lakewood.org/Plaza

JOIN MAYOR MURPHY TO

CELEBRATE
THE NEWLY RENOVATED
CIVIC CENTER PLAZA


