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 Lakewood has a unique 
opportunity to guide the 
development of federally owned 
land to become a new sustainable 
neighborhood, achieving a long-
standing community-driven vision.
 The federal government is 
disposing of unused property 
north of the Federal Center Station, 
and it will develop. City Council 
is considering participating in an 
agreement to receive the property, 
which is near the interchange of 
Union Boulevard and West Sixth 
Avenue — one of the city’s main 
entrances.
 By receiving the land, Lakewood 
can guide the transformation of 
this unused, vacant property to 
accomplish the community’s vision 
as reflected in more than 10 years 
of community comments provided 
in eight planning efforts from 2003 
to 2015.
 What do you think about this? 
Let us know by filling out an online 
questionnaire at www.Lakewood.
org/FedCenterStation. Also visit 
the website for more information 
about the project.

Project details:
• Lakewood residents, business 
owners and community members 
have called for the development 
of a vibrant, sustainable, compact 
and transit-oriented neighborhood 
with a mix of uses for this area 
including high-quality employment 
and living options for a range of 
incomes and ages — all close to the 
W Line.

• Upfront funding for the project 
would come from a combination 
of loan proceeds and the City’s 
existing savings account. The City 
would first engage a contractor to 
build a new research laboratory 
for a specific dollar amount on 
the Federal Center complex in 
exchange for the land. The City 

Federal Center Station Neighborhood

would be repaid from subsequent 
land transactions for development 
of the project.

• Lakewood has experience in 
accomplishing these high-quality, 
sustainable developments such as 
the St. Anthony Medical Campus, 
which was accomplished through 
a land agreement between 
Lakewood and the federal 
government, and Belmar. These 
developments have involved 
property containing contamination 

that was remediated including 
in Belmar and on the medical 
campus.

• A new bridge carrying Routt 
Street across West Sixth Avenue 
to Quail Street is likely to be part 
of developing the land, and the 
bridge would include bicycle lanes 
and sidewalks. The new bridge 
would provide an additional 
north-south connection from 
the Alameda corridor across the 
highway to West Colfax Avenue.

• The land exchange would return 
the property to the tax rolls and 
make it an asset for the community 
as the Federal Center Station 
Neighborhood while keeping federal 
jobs in Lakewood for important 
national research.
 
 The City Council is considering 
having a public hearing about the 
agreement to receive the federal 
land at its Oct. 26 meeting, which 
will begin at 7 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at 480 S. Allison Parkway.

Federal Center Station Neighborhood

Fill out a questionnaire

Lakewood.org/FedCenterStation

Voters Guide inside

New neighborhood
The federal government is disposing of unused 
land shown in the map above, and it will 
develop. The accompany photos show the 
concept for the long-standing community-driven 
vision for a new neighborhood on the land.
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Voters Guide
City Council 
elections 
Nov. 3
 Electing your representatives for 
Lakewood City Council is as easy as 
going to your mailbox. This Nov. 3 
election for City Council members and 
mayor will be on mail ballots, making it 
as easy as voting at your kitchen table.
 Each active, registered Lakewood 
voter will receive a mail ballot at home 
listing the City Council candidates 
who are up for election this year in 
the voter’s ward and the candidates 
for mayor, who is elected by voters 
throughout the city. Absentee ballots 
are available, and applications for 
those can be picked up at the Voter 
Service Center in the City Clerk’s Office 
at 480 S. Allison Parkway.
 For your convenience, the City 
Clerk’s Office will have a ballot box 
in which voters can drop their mail 
ballots instead of mailing them 
through the U.S. Postal Service. If you 
mail your ballot at the post office, mail 
it early enough before the election to 
ensure that it is received by the 7 p.m. 
deadline on Tuesday, Nov. 3.

Important dates 
to remember

Oct. 12-16 – Mail ballots sent to all 
active, registered Lakewood voters.

Oct. 26 – Last day to submit an 
application to register to vote and the 
first day for Voter Service Centers to 
open. After Oct. 26, registering to vote 
can occur up to the day of the election, 
Nov. 3, at any Voter Service Center 
or the Jefferson County Elections 
Division.

Oct. 26 – Last day to apply for a mail 
ballot. 

Nov. 3 – Election Day. Mail ballots must 
be received by 7 p.m.

Where to go or call 
for voting information

Lakewood City Clerk’s Office, 480 S. 
Allison Parkway, first floor, 303-987-
7080, Lakewood.org/Elections 

Locations to drop off 
mail ballots

Lakewood City Clerk’s Office
480 S. Allison Parkway
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
10-2 p.m., ONLY on Saturday, Oct. 31
7 a.m.-7 p.m., ONLY on Tuesday, Nov. 3

Jefferson County drive-up drop box
100 Jefferson County Parkway and 
3600 Illinois St. in Golden

Jefferson County Elections Division
3500 Illinois St., Suite 1100
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Monday-Friday
7 a.m.-7 p.m. ONLY on Tuesday, Nov. 3 

Jefferson County Motor Vehicle Office
2099 Wadsworth Blvd. 
7:30-5:30 p.m., Monday-Friday
10-2 p.m., ONLY on Saturday, Oct. 31
7 a.m.-7 p.m., ONLY on Tuesday, Nov. 3

Watch candidate forums to learn about who is running for mayor, City Council
The League of Women Voters hosted candidate forums on Lakewood8, the City’s government-access station available  
on cable channels 8 and 880. The forums will air through election day. See some of the times below. Also watch 
online at www.Lakewood.org/CandidateForums.

Mayoral candidates
• 5:30 a.m., Sunday
• 3 p.m., Monday
• 5:30 p.m., Tuesday
• 7:30 p.m., Wednesday
• 10 a.m., Thursday
• 8 a.m., Friday
• 6:30 p.m., Saturday

Ward 1
• 6 a.m., Sunday
• 3:30 p.m., Monday
• 6 p.m., Tuesday
• 8 p.m., Wednesday
• 10:30 a.m., Thursday
• 8:30 a.m., Friday
• 7 p.m., Saturday

Ward 2
• 6:30 a.m., Sunday
• 4 p.m., Monday
• 6:30 p.m., Tuesday
• 8:30 p.m., Wednesday
• 11 a.m., Thursday
• 9 a.m., Friday
• 7:30 p.m., Saturday

Ward 3
• 7 a.m., Sunday
• 4:30 p.m., Monday
• 7 p.m., Tuesday
• 9 p.m., Wednesday
• 11:30 a.m., Thursday
• 9:30 a.m., Friday
• 8 p.m., Saturday

Ward 4
• 7:30 a.m., Sunday
• 5 p.m., Monday
• 7:30 p.m., Tuesday
• 9:30 p.m., Wednesday
• Noon, Thursday
• 10 a.m., Friday
• 8:30 p.m., Saturday

Ward 5
• 8 a.m., Sunday
• 5:30 p.m., Monday
• 8 p.m., Tuesday
• 10 p.m., Wednesday
• 12:30 p.m., Thursday
• 10:30 a.m., Friday
• 9 p.m., Saturday

Looking@Lakewood is a 
newsletter published by the 
City of Lakewood,
480 S. Allison Parkway, 
Lakewood, CO  80226.
303-987-7050  
Lakewood.org

It is distributed to all households and 
businesses in the city. Alternative formats 
of this publication available upon 
request.
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MAYOR

  Adam Paul
  Occupation: Owner, Colorado Corporate Car for 15 years 
  and Lakewood City Councilman 2007-2015
  Best way for voters to contact you: Home Phone 303-988-6484 or 
  adamforlakewood@gmail.com
  Website/social media: www.adampaulforlakewood.com  
  FB- Adam Paul for Lakewood Mayor  
  Twitter- @adampaullkwd

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the ward for which you seek a seat?
 I am a life-long Lakewood resident of  Ward 4.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 a. I have ably served Lakewood with sound policy decisions for the past 14 years: 6 years on the Green Mountain 
Water board and the last 8 years on City Council, including the last two years as Mayor Pro Tem.
 b. I am a University of Colorado graduate and have run my own small business for the last fifteen years 
 c. I grew up here and understand what our residents expect of their city. I love Lakewood and believe in a successful 
future for all of us.

What are three issues you would like to address as mayor?
 a. Smart Growth- Everyone knows that Lakewood is a great place to live and our population will continue to grow. 
I will make sure that development happens in the right places and in the right way to benefit existing residents. 
Developers should “pay their way” by investing in neighborhood roads, sidewalks and streetlights.
 b. Public Safety- A growing city like Lakewood needs a growing police force, and I’ll make sure our city has the 
resources to keep us safe. We need to invest in additional officers and crime prevention programs that keep our 
community a safe and secure place to live.
 c. Attainable Housing Options- While property values are rising, we have a shortage of housing options for people 
to choose from. Single family homes and apartments should not be the only choices. We need owner-occupied 
condominium and townhome options for both young professionals and seniors looking to downsize. Being able to put 
down roots in a community through homeownership is part of the American Dream and needs to be attainable for all 
Lakewood citizens.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 My vision for Lakewood is a city that embraces our great history and that is optimistic about our future. We are a 
vibrant community that has benefitted from positive changes like Belmar, St. Anthony’s hospital and the West Rail line. 
I envision a future that celebrates our past, protects the character of our great neighborhoods and plans appropriately 
for more change so that we can provide the amenities, services and economic opportunities that our residents deserve 
and expect.

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your constituents?
 On City Council I have dealt with many controversial issues that our residents cared about. The first step is to have 
an open mind and listen carefully to what both sides are saying. Issues are rarely clear cut and I feel it is important to 
respect everyone’s point of view. After listening to both sides of an issue, I always look at the facts and work to find 
solutions that benefit our city now and into the future.

What distinguishes you from your opponent?
 I believe my experience and leadership set me apart from my opponent. When an issue arises, I don’t start at “no”. 
I actively listen and keep an open mind to both sides, which is why I have been able to build such broad bipartisan 
support for my candidacy. With support from all the former Lakewood mayors to current and former elected and civic 
leaders, I have proven that I can bring people together for the benefit of our city and residents. 

How do you define the role of mayor?
 The role of Mayor is to first and foremost listen to the citizens and bring their vision of our city to life. This means 
working closely with city councilors, city staff,  residents, businesses and organizations to solicit feedback and get 
everyone involved in the planning and implementation processes. The Mayor needs to be accessible, responsive and 
forward-thinking to keep Lakewood great.
 

  Ramey Kandice Johnson
  Occupation: Master’s in nursing, currently devote full time to city council
  Best way for voters to contact you:  rameyjohnson@juno.com
  Website/social media: www.RameyJohnson.com

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the ward for which you seek a seat?
 Sweet Pa bought our home in 1959-1960.   My beloved husband Walt and I  have lived in our current  home for 24 
years.   Prior to this home, we lived in Arvada before choosing to return to Lakewood.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 Experience in both legislative and council levels, Master’s  in nursing, graduate of Harvard Kennedy Executive 
Education in state and local government, experience, background and lifelong engagement in the community.  
Married 48 years and raised three children teaches life experience and family perspective for public policy.   I have an 
unapologetic love for the people in Lakewood and our community.
 Total commitment to preserving and protecting our community character and neighborhoods.  I listen to the 
people and stood up for their interests.  For me, public service is a calling rather than a career path.  It is about WE, not 
ME.
 Lifetime of professional, family and community experience has given me a maturity in judgement

What are three issues you would like to address as mayor?
 First, address the unbridled high density and high profile overdevelopment and the impact this is having on 
established neighborhoods and community character.   Out of control growth could have significant adverse impact 
on surrounding neighborhoods including increased street gridlock, school overcrowding, water availability, change in 
storm water flows, and likely potential to increase crime.
 Second, improve on fiscal responsibility and use tax dollars wisely, opposed giving away the open space portion of 
Hutchison Park, without the required vote of the people and spending thousands of tax dollars in legal fees to defend 
this park giveaway in an unsuccessful lawsuit against the citizens.    We say we value open space, but  votes speak 
louder than words.
 I question wisdom of spending over half a million dollars on legal-consultant fees to acquire contaminated land on 
the Federal Center in order to build 1400 more apartment with little public input.
 Third,  preserving our personal freedoms. You should choose your own trash hauler.  This is a substantial public 
policy change and if needed,  go to a vote of the citizens the same as the storm water increase should have.   The 
Mayor’s office should not be used for political gain.
 Be innovative and initiate the Mayor’s Tea with WE- the People and have a Wall of Honor for our Veteran’s

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 A city   that reflects the people’s collective vision and honors our past and heritage, yet future thinking.  A place 
where people choose to live for our community character.  A city that others emulate for our insight and statesmanship.  
A city whose collective culture is about WE, not Me. 
 I want Lakewood to be an intimate community where we feel safe, know our neighbors and   preserves our 
individual freedoms.
Last, a community that practices real collaboration and all philosophies have an equal place at the table.
 
How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your constituents?
 Listen and understand,  legitimate differences of opinion  have merit.   Every voice will be honored and valued.  
Find areas of mutual agreement and commonality as a bench mark.   Standard to  create “no harm”.   Establish ground 
rules of honesty and respect for differing opinions.  Be forthright and transparent in all conversations.   Actively seek 
some level of win-win and everyone finds some agreement.  Avoid taking sides.  Honest negotiation takes time but it is 
worth it.

What distinguishes you from your opponent?
 Voting history reflects listening and  standing up for the interests of  people rather than outside interests.
 Educational level, life experience and expertise.   Having raised a family, I understand the demands of balancing a 
marriage, children and work because I have been there.   Life lessons and experience teach maturity in judgement and 
common sense.  I believe in genuine transparency where all have the same information at the same time.
 Last,  I do not seek higher office.  This is my last tour in  a lifetime of service to others.

How do you define the role of mayor?
 A statesman through word, action and example, a leader and mentor for the community and council, ambassador 
for the city, honest negotiator, attitude of servitude to others,  problem solver who looks for new solutions with win-
win outcomes, active listener,  healer, public role model in conduct and manner, seeker of truth and collaborator.   In the 
end, ask  “what is in the highest good for the community?”

     

Note
The candidates’ responses 

to this Looking@Lakewood 
questionnaire are not edited 

for spelling, grammar, 
punctuation or typos.

Forums 
on-demand

Watch the candidate forums anytime 
www.Lakewood.org/CandidateForums
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   Ty Hull
   Occupation: IT Consultant, Small Business Owner
   Best way for voters to contact you: 
   Ph. 720-666-5990, Email. ty4Lakewood@gmail.com
   Website/social media: www.ty4lakewood.com, 
   www.facebook.com/Ty4lakewood

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the 
ward for which you seek a seat?
 I have lived in Lakewood since 2012. Prior to living in Lakewood, I live in 
Arvada, Broomfield and Downtown Denver.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 My top three qualifications are: 
1. Leadership skills - My leadership skills were started in the US Navy but have 
continued to develop over the last 15 years through managing many diverse 
projects and technical staff. I have a proven track record as a successful project 
manager, leader, and mentor. 
2. Relationship building - I have a very keen ability to create positive relationships. 
I believe in win-win relationships. I work hard to listen first. I strongly believe 
you cannot learn anything while speaking - you have to listen to learn.  As 
a councilman, I am committed to building positive relationships with my 
constituents and fellow council members.
3. Analytical thinker - I am a critical thinker; one of my stronger skills is 
troubleshooting. I have a strong ability to use data to track down the root cause 
of a problem and develop solutions. I started my career as a heavy equipment 
mechanic, progressed to a skilled robotic packaging machine technician, and 
now I troubleshoot complex IT and business process problems.  These diverse 
experiences developed my analytical thinking skills in a variety of settings. I will 
apply these attributes as a Lakewood City Council Person. 

What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 The three issues I would like to address are:
1. The revitalization of the West Colfax corridor - I think it is important the West 
Colfax corridor better represent The City of Lakewood. We have such beautiful 
neighborhoods that could benefit by updating the profile along West Colfax 
corridor. We need to solve infrastructure issues and continue to provide quality 
service to the city’s businesses and residence.
2. Sustainability plan- I will partner with city staff and city officials to continue to 
implement the sustainability plan. It is important The Lakewood City Council work 
with the city staff to blend the plan with the vision of the residents. I want to make 
sure we commit to providing the necessary resources to support the plan’s success. 
3. Growth Management - As a City Councilman I will work with experts, 
businesses, and residents to ensure the growth along the light rail and throughout 
our ward is smart and beneficial for everybody. I am committed to insure that 
all new projects have considered safety, quality of life, and long term economic 
growth.  I plan to work with necessary stakeholders to reduce noise near quiet 
communities. Some areas that are affected by noise are the I-70 corridor near the 
Applewood communities, light rail noise near multiple stations, and homes and 
businesses near 6th avenue.  Most of these mitigation projects would be at the 
state level but I am committed to following up on behalf of our ward.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 My vision of Lakewood is a diverse city with happy, productive and respectful 
citizens; a community that provides to every citizen; a beautiful place, with open 
space, quiet collections of homes, and vibrant economic growth. I see the city 
staying fiscally responsible while continuing to reinvest some of Lakewood’s 
prosperity back into the community.

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your 
constituents?
 Working with opposing views is a very difficult process, but an area I am skilled 
in. My approach is to build positive trusting relationships with my constituents and 
to be a bridge for communication between residents with opposing views.  When 
people have real relationships they can skip over minor issues and create long 
term solutions. In my opinion, respect and trust lead to amicable solutions.

What distinguishes you from your opponent(s)?
 The biggest assets I will bring to Lakewood City Council are my natural 
leadership ability and diverse background. 
 My extensive experience in leading people and managing stakeholder’s 
expectations will be an asset to Lakewood. I will use my leadership skills to convert 
vision into reality. My successful leadership experience sets me apart from my 
opponents.
 The other difference between my opponents and I is my diverse background. 
I am of multicultural heritage. My mother is Korean and my father was African 
American soldier.  I was born in Korea, lived in Germany for over 3 years and 
moved multiple times in the US. I served in the US NAVY, and spent time as a 
maintenance mechanic. As a self-taught IT consultant, I contributed to and led 
many high profile projects for various industries and companies like Amtrak, 
Merck, Pfizer, and various government agencies. These assignments range from 
process improvements to finding root cause of employee retention issues. I have 
always risen quickly in any company I worked for and now own my own business. 
I will apply my varied experiences to promote positive changes for our community.

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 The job of a City Council member is to guide finance and policy for the city 
they serve. A councilperson bridges the gap between ward citizens and the city. A 
councilperson works towards a better city while incorporating the wishes of the 
ward they serve.

   Jeff Yeager
   Occupation: Non-Profit, Membership
   Best way for voters to contact you: 
   yeagerforward1@outlook.com
   Website/social media: www.yeagerforlakewood.org

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the 
ward for which you seek a seat?
      I have lived in Lakewood since 1983.  I have lived in Ward One since 2010.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 Experience: As the Neighborhood Chairman of the Advisory Commission for 
an Inclusive Community (ACIC) and former Chairman of the Volunteer Connection 
of Jefferson County (JCVC), I have the experience of serving in a leadership role 
and making decisions that have a positive impact.  As a former City of Lakewood 
employee, I will use my experience of city operations to improve the quality of life 
within our community.
 Commitment to the Community: The more time I volunteer in Lakewood, 
the more I realize the importance of giving back. There is something unique that 
comes with helping our community.
 Trustworthy: I encourage Lakewood residents to find a candidate they can 
trust.  While growing up in Lakewood, working for the city and volunteering, I 
have gained the trust and respect of many residents, businesses and community 
leaders. Please visit my website to view the list of individuals who helped me 
become the trustworthy person I am today.

What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 Safety: Lakewood is a safe community and this is in large part because of the 
professionalism, leadership, and training of the Lakewood Police Department and 
West Metro Fire Protection District.  I will continue to ensure these entities have 
the resources they need to provide excellent service and safety for our community. 
 Growth: The metro Denver area is expected to welcome a vast number of 
new residents within the next 20 years. We will need strong communication and 
collaboration efforts with a variety of entities affected by growth (schools, water 
and utility companies, West Metro Fire, etc.). We need to ensure our community 
culture and economic growth remain balanced. I believe each resident, business, 
and stakeholder will need to share their thoughts to help find a proper pace 
for growth and a sensible balance to achieve a responsible growth plan for 
Lakewood.
 Sustainability: Community Gardens and a Community Recycling Center 
are two wonderful programs already leading us to a more sustainable future. 
These programs are successful because of their grassroots nature. They are being 
driven by our residents and neighborhood associations. I will help encourage our 
community to support these programs and develop new programs for the future.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 My vision for Lakewood focuses on fiscal responsibility, economic strength, and 
quality of life. We will continue to prioritize capital projects based upon the needs 
of the community. The services and programs provided by the city will continue 
to be geared toward improving the quality of life and ensuring a safe community. 
We will continue to find creative ways to encourage economic development to 
sustain our level of programs and services.

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your 
constituents?
 The first step to handle opposing views is to establish a strong dialogue and 
listen to all stakeholders to determine if any common ground can be found for a 
solution. As a council member, I will make rational decisions with the supporting 
facts and work to make both parties feel involved in the final decision.

What distinguishes you from your opponent(s)?
 Level of Engagement.  Working for the City of Lakewood, serving as 
Neighborhood Chairman for ACIC and former chairman of JCVC, participating 
in Civics 101, the Planning Academy, and the Police Academy have given me an 
in-depth perspective on the responsibility and roles of our council representatives.  
With the help of Lakewood residents who support me, I have been able to 
distribute over 10,000 brochures and talk with hundreds of residents to learn 
about traffic issues, homelessness, affordable housing, and a variety of other 
issues facing Ward One. This level of engagement is needed in order to hear every 
voice in our community and improve our quality of life.
 Understanding the Issues.  My family currently has three generations living 
in Lakewood.  My wife and I made the decision to raise our daughter here based 
on its strong family culture. From increased expenses to traffic congestion, 
from cyberbullying to legalized marijuana, I understand the issues that face our 
community.  As a life-long resident of Lakewood, I have great appreciation for the 
new programs, projects and economic growth, but I will always remember the 
culture and our history that makes Lakewood the wonderful community it is.
 Campaign Contributions.  I made the decision not to accept any financial 
campaign contributions and instead have been directing all donations to The 
Action Center, Habitat for Humanity, and Children’s Hospital.  We have major 
needs within our community and should work to focus our support on these 
wonderful organizations serving our community.

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 The role of a City Council member is to develop the policy and path for our 
community.  Hopes, dreams and concerns can be driven by residents, businesses, 
neighborhoods, staff, technology and state legislation.  A great council member 
must collaborate, communicate and find common ground to create or modify 
policy allowing our community to move forward in a positive direction.  It would 
be my honor and privilege to serve ward one as their City Council representative.

   Charley Able
   Occupation: Retired Rocky Mountain News reporter
   Best way for voters to contact you: 
   Phone (303) 233-7275 or 
   Email charleyforlakewood@gmail.com
   Website/social media: charleyable.com 

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the 
ward for which you seek a seat?
 I have been a Lakewood Ward 1 resident for 26 years.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 As an active member of my community and a former RockyMountain News 
reporter who covered Lakewood City government, I have the experience and 
knowledge needed to deal with the complex land-use issues and other difficult 
decisions Council will make.  And I am pragmatic, I understand that answers won’t 
come easily and that Council members must work together to craft solutions.

What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 Public safety is the most vital issue before us. In the past 25 years, our 
population has risen nearly 20 percent, but our Police Patrol Division - the men 
and women most directly involved in keeping neighborhoods and streets safe - 
grew by less than 5 percent. Our 2016 Budget would add 10 more patrol agents, 
but that’s too little, too late. We owe these frontline officers a safe daily tour of 
duty with backup close at hand.
 Growth is an issue few of us would “like” to address, but it is one we must 
consider carefully and with a base of reliable information instead of continuing to 
fall for the latest trend and reacting rashly. About 90 percent of the construction 
in Lakewood is multi-family rental property and much more is on the horizon. Our 
already over-crowded schools, streets and parks will bear an even greater burden 
in the near term and relief will be a difficult task requiring innovative solutions. 
 We also need to get a handle on economic development. We need to know 
why development along Colfax is languishing 15 years after it was designated 
for subsidized redevelopment. We need hard facts gleaned from research 
and documentation. We should seek information from business people who 
considered moving here, but located elsewhere. Then we can fashion a workable 
strategy.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 This is not about one person’s vision. What is important is the community’s 
collective vision for our city. What my constituents say is that Lakewood should 
retain the charm and sense of community that drew us here. They say that quiet, 
stable neighborhoods should remain quiet and stable and that high density 
neighborhoods fit best into high activity areas. They say that our local businesses 
and builders should be given their share of the advantages we offer Walmart and 
other developers.
And the community treasures our parks and open space. We must ensure 
Lakewood’s open places remain intact for future generations.
City Hall should provide the tools for market forces to shape the diversity of 
housing we need to meet our needs now and in the future and ensure that older 
folks who want to downsize can find the condos, town homes or smaller single-
family residences that meet their needs. We also must foster a thriving economy 
with well-paying primary jobs and an exciting range of entertainment and other 
diversions.

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your 
constituents?
 There are few issues that fail to create opposing views. But respect for other 
views can help bridge disagreements and pave the way for solutions based on 
even the smallest bit of common ground. By first finding that common ground 
and building our conversation around it, we can reach out for cooperation and 
understanding and fashion a solution more acceptable to all.  

What distinguishes you from your opponent(s)?
 I have the knowledge and experience to accomplish our community’s vision of 
the future. Not only do community members and neighborhoods seek my help 
and advice, but both candidates for mayor have sought my advice and ideas as 
have a number of City Council members - both past and present.
 As for my opponents, it is not enough to have attended a half-dozen or fewer 
City Council meetings without speaking up on any issue or for any cause. And it 
certainly is not enough to have failed to register to vote in Colorado until just days 
before announcing as a candidate for Ward 1.
 We need innovative solutions compiled from thorough knowledge of the city 
and its processes, an understanding of the the rules, regulations, City Charter 
provisions and laws that direct Council actions as well as a grasp of the concerns of 
all our citizens. I am the only Ward 1 candidate who can bring all those things to 
the table.

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 In our representative democracy, a City Council member should represent the 
community, their ideals, and their values. A council person must remain in close 
contact with constituents in their Ward as well as the city-wide community and 
provide open and factual communication. And a council member should research 
the issues that come before Council, not just rely on what they are told.

WARD 1
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WARD 2
  Richard “Dick” Bryant
  Occupation: Small business benefits consultant
  Best way for voters to contact you:    
  richardbryant2015@gmail.com
  Website/social media: www.richardbryant.org
 

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the 
ward for which you seek a seat?
 My wife Jo & I have lived in Lakewood for 28 years and in Ward 2 for 13 years.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 My involvement in many community groups include The Action Center, 
President of the Church school board, O’Kane Park Association, my HOA, the 
Alameda Gateway Association, and the Advisory Commission for an Inclusive 
Community; my years as a businessman; and attending local neighborhood 
meetings in Ward 2.
 
What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 Making sure that the Comprehensive and Sustainability Plans are 
implemented in a timely manner; improving communication between the 
citizens and the Council; and ensure responsible development with emphasis on 
maintaining the character of the various neighborhoods.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
  My vision is for safe neighborhoods, affordable housing so that young 
families can raise their children in a safe and comfortable lifestyle, responsible 
development that allows for sensible growth while protecting the integrity of 
the neighborhoods, support for the Colfax/light rail and the 40 West Arts District 
Corridor, providing opportunities for growth of small business and resources for 
seniors and veterans.
 
How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your 
constituents?
 Try and listen to all sides and make a decision on what’s best for Lakewood 
and it’s residence.
 
What distinguishes you from your opponent(s)?
 Being semi-retired I have the chance to work for ward 2 as much as necessary 
to make a difference. I have met all 12 Department heads of the city and 
learned how each Department functions, and as already noted, I attend all local 
neighborhood meetings in the Ward.

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 City Council sets policy, hires the City Manager, approves the budget, and is a 
major resource for what is happening in each Ward for problem solving purposes.

  Sharon Vincent
  Occupation: Corporate Quality and Compliance
  Best way for voters to contact you:  303 -345-3817
  Website/social media: vincent4council@gmail.com

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the 
ward for which you seek a seat?
 I have lived in  Lakewood with my husband and children and in Ward 2 since 
1982.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 A. Active involvement form many years on a variety of Lakewood boards 
and committees. These include being the first co-chair of the Two Creeks 
Neighborhood Board; Citizens for Lakewood’ Future which helped establish West 
Colfax Community Assoc; extensive involvement over 10 years with the Light Rail 
implementation; One term on the Lakewood Board of Appeals and Lakewood 
Historical Preservation Commission.
 B. Utilizing my professional skills as a corporate facilitator and my Paralegal 
education
 C. Understanding constituents concerns and legalities

What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 A. The rapid growth taking place in Ward 2 and the impact this growth is 
having on our community.
 B. The economic vitality of our major arteries in Ward 2, including Colfax, 
Sheridan, and Alameda
 C. The creation of opportunities in the oldest section of Lakewood.  We should 
explore opportunities for parks, bike paths, sustainability; and a housing mix that 
includes senior, affordable and single family stock.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 Lakewood is a wonderful place to live.  I want to work together to improve 
the place we all call home.  The Northeast section of Lakewood is going through a 
great deal of growth and change.  We need to ensure that we acknowledge both 
those that have called Ward 2 home for many years and those people moving into 
Ward 2 with their vision.  I am passionate about the history of our community 
and our historical preservation.  And I know that the vitality of our community is 
dependent upon understanding and honoring the past while preparing for the 
future.  The 40 West Arts District is a wonderful example of what happens when 
you have a common vision and bring together different entities that preserve the 
history while moving toward future with vitality.

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your 
constituents?
 When issues create opposing views among my constituents, I will work 
very, very hard to facilitate understanding among those differing views.  To do 
this I must thoroughly understand the issues, policies and protocols prior to 
facilitating understanding.  From working in many areas with opposing views 
I understand that not everyone comes to the same conclusion when given the 
same information.  It is part of the job that at times a council member will have to 
make those tough decisions perceived to be the best for the community

What distinguishes you from your opponent(s)?
 Working side by side with the citizens of Ward 2 in multiple undertakings 
and serving as a representative for Ward 2 on City initiatives. I understand the 
issues and concerns in the oldest section of Lakewood.   This coupled with my 
background as a facilitator and paralegal work together to ensure that the 
constituents of Ward 2 will be heard and addressed on City Council.  

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 The role of a City Council member is to set policy.  Council members are 
elected in good faith that they will solicit and consider the views of their 
constituents and provide the constituents with information on the policies and 
issues brought before council.  As your City Council member I am called to serve as 
an advocate and a voice for Ward 2 Citizens.
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How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the ward 
for which you seek a seat?
 I was born here 26 years ago and have lived in Ward 2 for 5 years.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 I have a Masters Degree in Architectural Engineering from the University of 
Denver.  A volunteer for the Asian Culture Clubs to assist the Asian community to 
assimilate into the American culture.  Extensive meetings and listening to many of my 
neighbors about the problems in our Ward.  I have a passion for getting involved and 
fixing things.

What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 Graffiti, crime and parks for our Ward.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 My vision for Lakewood’s Ward 2 is crime free, graffiti free and water features at 
our parks that are free.
 
How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your 
constituents?
 Learn the basis of the issues of both sides and work together to create a 
compromise.

What distinguishes you from your opponent(s)?
 I’m the youngest candidate running for Lakewood City Council.  I believe the 
younger generation needs to be heard and to have a voice in planning for the future of 
our City.  

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 A City Council member should stand up for the Ward he represents, as well as 
actively participate in planning for Lakewood’s future.  We are here to make positive 
changes to have a beautiful City of Lakewood.

  Steven Ly 
  Occupation: Architectural Engineer, Colorado Hardscape
  Best way for voters to contact you: 303/972/4592
  Website/social media: Stevenlakewoodcitycouncil.com  
  www.facebook.com/stevenlycampaign2015
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WARD 3

  Pete Roybal
  Occupation:  Owner, Roybal Maintenance and Company
  Best way for voters to contact you:  720-432-7554 
  Website/social media:  www.PeteRoybal.com,   
  Roybal for Lakewood’s Future

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the ward for which you seek a seat?
 I am 10th generation American and 3rd generation Colorado native.  My wife Betty and I have lived in Ward 3 for 
over 20 years and our daughter Rebecca now attends Red Rocks Community College.   

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 Dedication, knowledge and experience.
 It has been my privilege to serve our residents in Ward 3 for the last four years.  Being an active member of City 
Council has afforded me the opportunity to get to know people, learn the process and get things done.  I’ve been 
dedicated to reducing graffiti, fighting gangs and crime, helping improve our neighborhood schools, fixing street 
lights, streets, curbs & gutters, as well as upgrading Lasley Park and improving Ray Ross Park.
 Operating a successful business for over twenty years, I have learned how to avoid wasteful spending.  Prior to 
serving on City Council,  I served as President of Martindale Community Association where I helped resolve water and 
flooding problems, as well as serving as a liaison with the Latino community.  
 One morning I woke up with a thought of  “How do we help and support our Veterans in Lakewood?”  We need to 
have a Veterans Fair to help Vets access programs and benefits they earned.  This year is the 3rd Annual Fair with many 
more years to come.  Our Veterans are like a family in Lakewood and the need to get together is very important.  I 
not only answer to the residents of Ward 3, but try to go the extra mile through actions to make all our lives better by 
leading through example. 

What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 We live in a vibrant, energetic city that wants to grow.  But the path we take should be  “smart growth.”  We have 
to grow.  We have to grow to keep our economy moving.  But we have to be smarter about it.  Right now we have 
“anything goes,” which is chaos.  With the present course we are on, overbuilding will occur and the market will be 
saturated.  We’ve seen this far too often.  Adding 20% (47,000) new residents without planning for the consequences, 
is chaos.  We want homes with back yards and a family-friendly environment is Lakewood, not high density.
 Lakewood’s new  “Sustainability Plan” calls for the City to initiate plans to regulate private trash disposal companies 
in 2016. This is either by requiring recycling or dictating how companies bill their customers.  These requirements have 
the potential to drive some companies out of business, which will reduce jobs and our options and increase our costs.  I 
believe you have the right to choose the trash hauler you want.  I will oppose any regulation that restricts the number 
of haulers allowed to operate.  I believe if certain neighborhoods want to get together and agree on a trash hauler for 
their area, the City should stay out of it.
 Our City’s use of your tax dollars is very questionable.  I will continue to oppose wasteful projects like park 
giveaways.  And, doubling our annual storm water fees to raise $2.5 million was wrong.  We should have reallocated 
some of our spending or tapped into our reserves (currently over $40 million).   In any case I think this fee/tax increase 
should have been put to a vote of the people.  Another example of outrageous money waste is spending over a half 
million dollars in consultant and legal fees to devise a way for the City to take ownership of the contaminated Federal 
Center land called the Horseshoe Property.  Because of the risk of environmental problems, we would be courting a 
future lawsuit if we take ownership.  It is also wrong to give tax subsidies to a developer to build 1,400 apartments.  In 
addition, this project will dramatically aggravate our over-crowding and congestion problems.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 My vision for Lakewood’s future includes the revitalization of the Sheridan Corridor.  We need to work with Denver 
and the Colorado Department of Transportation to develop the infrastructure on Sheridan with trees, curbs, gutters and 
sidewalks.  
 My vision for Lakewood’s future also includes an outdoor swimming pool at the Link Recreation Center.

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your constituents?
 I have always sat down with all interested parties to understand their issues. We then seek compromises to achieve 
a middle ground where all sides can agree.  

What distinguishes you from your opponent?
 I don’t just talk and make promises.  I do.  I’m a local business owner who knows what it’s like to make a payroll & 
run a business.  
 Being your representative from Ward 3 on Council for the past 4 years, I know the job, the issues and the people and 
how to get things accomplished.

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 A Council member is a bridge between the people and the city staff.  My job is to find out what the people of my 
Ward want from their City government and to represent those interests.  A Council member should also work towards 
opening the lines of communication between City Hall & the people.  Our people and our business community need 
to have their problems solved in a timely manner.  I feel a Council member needs to get involved in a one-on-one 
situation, regardless of the problem. 

  Gary Harty
  Occupation: Retired
  Best way for voters to contact you: garyhartyforlakewood@gmail.com, (303) 929-5477
  Website/social media: http://www.garyhartyforlakewood.com
  https://www.facebook. com/garyhartyforlakewood 

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the ward for which you seek a seat?
 11 years in Lakewood and Ward 3 continuously since 2004. I have lived in SW Denver or Lakewood (Wards 2 & 3) 
since 1955.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 Leadership 
 I played leadership roles in a number or organizations.  Most recently, at the request of City staff, I started the 
Lakewood Bicycle Advisory Team.  It now has over one hundred members.   Now that we have a Bicycle Advisory Team, 
Lakewood meets one of the eligibility requirements to move up from a bronze level bicycle friendly community to a 
silver level bicycle friendly community.   These kinds of awards are part of what communicates our values to businesses 
and residents considering settling in Lakewood.  
 In addition, I served on the Transportation Work Group that played a role in developing the recently adopted 
Sustainability Plan.  
 Organizational ability
 Being a teacher is one of the best ways to develop strong organizational abilities.  To make a class run smoothly you 
need a solid structure and strong interpersonal skills.  I find those skills apply to a lot of situations.  For example, the 
bicycle advisory group is large enough that it needs the structure of regular meetings, reminder e-mails, and agendas.  
However, it only works because so many people are invested.  I have worked closely with community members, staff, 
and members of city council to bring people together into an effective group.  
 Ability to analyze complex issues
 As I got more involved with the City I started attending City Council meetings.  We all want to live in a great city 
but sometimes it’s not obvious which steps will lead us in the right direction.  Watching council made me realize how 
important it is to have people in leadership who are thoughtful.  As part of running for council I have been studying 
the issues; meeting with staff, reading the budget, and talking with citizens.   I am dedicated to spending the time 
that is required to really understand the issues because that is the first step in making educated choices that will keep 
Lakewood moving in the right direction.  

What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 I want to work to: (1) protect our parks and open spaces, (2) address the need for a wide range of attainable housing 
options while protecting our unique neighborhoods, and (3) work to solve transportation congestion and improve 
transportation options for all citizens.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 Lakewood will continue to be one of the most attractive communities on the front-range.  It will be a location that 
attracts employers to provide good jobs for our residents.  Lakewood will work to nurture its small businesses.  It will 
take advantage of transit-oriented development to attract a young, skilled work force, but will also work to protect 
established neighborhoods.  And Lakewood will be able to provide a wide range of housing options for citizens, 
including seniors, at an affordable cost while providing the services that make the community livable and sustainable.

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your constituents?
 I will give residents all the facts and will really listen to their opinions and concerns.  I will strive to find common 
ground and work to build a consensus.  I will only make a decision after I consider all the evidence and I will vote in the 
long term best interests of the City of Lakewood.

What distinguishes you from your opponent?
 I am dedicated to making well thought out decisions that are in the long-term best interest of Lakewood.  In 
contrast, my opponent has taken votes that I believe are short sighted.  I believe City Council will be most effective if our 
members can think independently, will work hard to build consensus whenever possible, and can keep a clear focus on, 
not only the past and present, but are also looking into the future.
 For example, I believe the recently adopted Comprehensive Plan lays out a solid framework for addressing the 
opportunities and the challenges of our future and helps guide us in our planning.  Long range planning has been 
a hallmark of Lakewood and has helped Lakewood achieve its success.  My opponent voted against adoption of the 
Comprehensive Plan.  

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 It is the job of City Council to establish the policies that the City Staff will follow and the level of service the City will 
provide to its residents.  Anyone on council must be dedicated to being well informed and bringing an open mind to 
issues before making decisions that affect the City and the residents.
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WARD 4

  Barb Franks
  Occupation:  Account/Project Manager
  Best way for voters to contact you:  (720) 515-6501 
  or Barb@BarbFranks.com 
  Website/social media:  www.BarbFranks.com

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the ward for which you seek a seat?
 I’m a 3rd generation Colorado native, and my husband, Glenn, and I have lived in Lakewood 20 years, 14 in Ward 4.     

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 Problem Solver – As a professional project manager, I continually use my communication, negotiation and 
leadership skills to inform and represent the interests of all project stakeholders, while addressing concerns and 
mitigating risk. Leading effective meetings and achieving win-win outcomes are cornerstones of my career.  Given 
our area’s diverse population, and varied interests and concerns, my professional experience prepares me well to be an 
effective City Council representative.
 Community Leader – My love of the environment led me to become active in the City’s Adopt-a-Trail program and 
a steering committee member for the Ute Trail Community Garden.  I was involved in the 2006 citizen-led effort to 
save Forsberg Park and a leader in the 2012-2013 citizen-led effort to save the open space adjoining Hutchinson Park 
(commonly referred to as 2090).
 Caring – I am committed to protecting and improving the quality of life in our community.  My record of 
involvement and personal sacrifice to protect our natural environment demonstrates my passion and commitment to 
serve the greater good.  My personal philosophy is to put service above self and my track record demonstrates I practice 
my beliefs.

What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 Build Trust – There is a need to improve communication between the citizens and City Council, which has been 
strained in recent years. I’d start by giving more than 3 days notice for upcoming agenda items, allowing citizens time to 
consider matters and share their thoughts.
 Fiscal Responsibility – A core duty for city leadership is to protect the people’s money and assets.  When City 
leadership attempted a parkland give-away, without the required vote of the people, and subsequently wasted funds 
on legal expenses to try and defend the give-away, I was publicly vocal in my opposition.  Our stormwater fee should 
not have been nearly doubled without a vote of the people, especially when we have substantial reserves from which 
to draw upon.  Taking ownership of the northwest corner of the Denver Federal Center (called the horseshoe property) is 
not in the best interests of taxpayers because of the legal risk associated with the potential short and long-term health 
risks from the environmental contamination.  Giving tax subsidies to encourage a developer to build a 1,400 multi-
family housing complex on the property harms services like West Metro Fire.  
 Controlling Growth – A 20% increase in population over the next decade threatens to create a myriad of problems 
ranging from traffic gridlock on Union, Kipling and Alameda to overcrowding of schools and parks.  We all choose to 
live in Lakewood, rather than a highly urbanized environment, because we appreciate the natural beauty abundant in 
Ward 4 and love our close-knit neighborhoods.  We must manage future growth in a positive fashion to enhance our 
community and not unnecessarily strain the infrastructure and services that we all depend upon.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 A City that respects and honors the needs and desires of current residents who have invested in the community. City 
leadership that always works to create a healthy balance between providing the amenities of a world-class city while 
maintaining the intimate sense of neighborhood and abundance of nature that we all enjoy.  

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your constituents?
 Frequently, in my work, I encounter opposing views from individuals and groups that have different needs and 
expectations, which need to be understood and respected.  After fully educating myself on the issue, I will effectively 
bring the parties together to help them identify common ground and solutions that close the divide in areas of 
disagreement.   
 I will regularly share developments at city hall with my constituents to keep them well informed, and solicit their 
input on divisive issues, to ensure I seek solutions that align with our community values.

What distinguishes you from your opponent?
 Citizens from across Lakewood asked me to run because I have a proven track record of over a decade of 
involvement in my community, challenging bad policy and working hard to protect and improve our quality of life.  
 I’m a sensible, former farm-girl who isn’t afraid to roll up my sleeves, literally, and get to work.  My actions – 
whether it be maintaining park trails, clearing rocks from a future community garden, or investing more than 1,000 
hours petitioning, researching and advocating to save open space – speak louder than words. A strong work ethic and 
commitment to service above self, are traits my grandparents instilled in me, for which I will be forever grateful.  

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 Foremost, represent the people of your Ward. Put their interests above any personal interests. Continually seek 
their input and be a good listener when they provide it.  A Council member must also be an effective communicator so 
citizens know what is happening at city hall and how it will affect their lives.

  Michael Coughlin
  Occupation: Small Business Owner, 240 Union Restaurant
  Best way for voters to contact you: coughlin4lakewood@gmail.com
  Website/social media: www.coughlin4lakewood.com
                                         Facebook- Michael Coughlin 4 Lakewood

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the ward for which you seek a seat?
 I have lived in Lakewood for over 10 years and moved to Ward 4 two years ago because I have always loved the Green 
Mountain area.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 Small Business Owner:
 As a small business owner in Lakewood for over 27 years I have developed a strong skill set that I am ready to use as 
a city councilor. Long-term planning, budgeting, payroll, customer service and management are just some of the skills I 
believe will help me serve my constituents.
 Service to My Community:
 I have a long history of community involvement and have always strived to give back through volunteerism. I have 
been involved with Ralston House, Foothills Animal Shelter and Project Angel Heart for a long time. I was humbled 
to receive the Service Above Self Award from Golden Rotary and the Jefferson Foundation Norma Anderson Lifetime 
Service Award as recognition of my commitment to a better community for all of us.
 Leadership:
 I have held various roles, including being on the boards of The West Chamber and the Red Rocks Community College 
Foundation, that required hands on performance, adaptability to change and critical analysis of issues. I will bring 
practical experience and leadership to City Council.

What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 Growth – I will ensure that development is responsible and that infrastructure needs are addressed before 
development starts. 
 Recreation and Parks – Ward 4 has become a destination location for outdoor activity in the city and is one of the 
reasons I moved to the west side of Lakewood. I will always fight to protect and grow our parks and open space so we 
can continue to enjoy the rich recreational opportunities around us. 
 Safe Community – I want to make sure that we are investing in the right areas to support a safe community for 
everyone. I support adding more police officers and growing important programs like National Night Out which educate 
citizens and prevent crime.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 My vision is a city that brings citizens, small businesses, community organizations and government together to make 
Lakewood an even better place. We need to respect and honor our past while preparing for the future.

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your constituents?
 I will always listen to my constituents and communicate clearly and openly.  I am open to all ideas and believe in 
finding common ground and opportunities to collaborate. I also think it is critical that everyone has the facts, because so 
often disagreements are actually caused by misinformation and rumors. I will make sure that Ward 4 residents have the 
facts on issues rather than just rumors, so they can make informed decisions.

What distinguishes you from your opponent?
 I have been attending city council meetings and have a strong understanding of how our city operates, especially 
the budget. This is critical to making important fiscal decisions that benefit our residents and keep Lakewood financially 
healthy. My 27 year small business background is also important because it proves that I know how to work hard, plan 
and am committed to success.

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 I have an obligation to be a good caretaker of Ward 4 and keep my constituents informed about upcoming issues 
that could impact their quality of life and return on investment of their tax payer dollar. My role as a City Council 
member is to act for the common good.
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WARD 5

  Jessica Skimel
  Occupation: Former Assistant Portfolio Manager and Product Manager, currently a Mom and  
  Community Volunteer
  Best way for voters to contact you: jessicaforlakewood@gmail.com
  Website/social media: www.jessicaskimel.com
  Facebook: Jessica Skimel For Lakewood

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the ward for which you seek a seat?
 My husband and I have lived in Lakewood for 12 years and our 2 sons and we have lived in Ward 5 for 6 years.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 - For several years I had a professional career as an Assistant Portfolio Manager in the financial industry.  The 
analytical skills I used in my work prepared me to research and find solutions to the issues facing Lakewood’s future. 
 - My experience in raising two boys, including being a school volunteer and a junior league sports coach, has taught 
me the value of teamwork and commitment.  I understand the demands of a running a household in today’s world and 
will bring that insight into creating government policy that will help families rather than hurt.
 - I am a community organizer with years of experience in motivating people from diverse backgrounds to work 
toward common goals.  Working on City-related issues has given me an understanding and appreciation of how local 
government works so I can hit the ground running.

What are the three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 - Individual rights – the City should not interfere in the way we raise families unless there is a compelling heath or 
safety issue.  For example, I believe people should be able to choose to retain their own trash hauler.  In order for the 
free markets to work well, the City should not interfere with or restrict the number of trash haulers able to operate in 
Lakewood. 
 - The lack of transparency – for example City Council is looking into taking ownership of contaminated land on the 
Denver Federal Center in order to build more apartments.  Although this could have a major impact on overcrowding 
and could put taxpayers in legal jeopardy if there are future lawsuits related to health exposure to chemicals, the average 
citizen has no knowledge, much less any input, on this important issue.
 - Careless spending – the City wasted tens of thousands of tax dollars in legal fees trying unsuccessfully (thankfully) 
to give away ten acres of open space from the south end of Hutchinson Park for free (the City would not have received 
any compensation).  Since our City Charter requires a vote of the people to dispose of any parkland, the courts blocked 
this attempt.  While our assets were saved this time, we need a Council that is committed to protecting your public 
assets.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 I would like Lakewood to be a city where families move to stay.  I see a city where families gather to watch a 4th 
of July parade and a spectacular fireworks display. I envision a city led by an ethical and transparent government.  
Lakewood is a beautiful, diverse city that is in jeopardy of moving forward in the wrong direction. 

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your constituents?
 My work experience as a Product Manager in the IT field prepared me well. Throughout my career I worked with 
teams of software engineers, customers and peers who, at times, all had opposing views as to the solution or direction 
of a project. It was my responsibility to bring those opposing views together to come up with a solution.

What distinguishes you from your opponent?
 I have first hand experience as a citizen working to protect our community. I saw what happens when local 
government conducts business in secrecy and how destructive that behavior is toward our communities.  I also saw the 
power and value of people working together for a common positive goal.  I would like to channel my people skills into 
building community by encouraging those who have been left out in the past to come to the table and be part of the 
decision-making process.

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 Since a City Council member is supposed to be the representative of the citizens in their Ward it is important to 
be proactive and constantly seek out input from all segments of the community. It is just as important to keep your 
constituents fully informed of what the City is doing that will affect them and their families.

  Dana Gutwein
  Occupation: Community Leader and Parent
  Best way for voters to contact you: cell:720-507-6504, 
  email: danaforlakewood@gmail.com 
  Website/social media: www.danaforlakewood.org

How long have you lived in Lakewood and how long have you lived in the ward for which you seek a seat?
 I was born and raised in Salt Lake City, UT.  Between earning my degree in neuroscience and engineering and my 
work as an oilfield engineer, I lived in Pennsylvania, Tennessee and California.  When my husband and I wanted to settle 
down, we moved close to my family here in Colorado.  We chose Lakewood to raise our children just over five years 
ago when we bought our first home, here in Ward 5.  We planted roots by becoming involved in the community, and 
investing hours of sweat equity in our home.  Of all of the places I have lived, I believe Lakewood “has it all” and like 
many of our neighbors, we intend for this house, our first house, to be our home for the next 30 to 40 years.

What are your top three qualifications to run for public office?
 a) Civic experience: I have been involved with our City and issues for years.  I serve as community leader and 
volunteer in City programs including: Sustainable Neighborhoods Program, Advisory Commission for an Inclusive 
Community (ACIC),  Sustainability Plan work groups, and Civics 101. I meet City department heads to understand 
their departments and regularly attend Ward meetings, Council meetings, and local business association meetings. I 
understand: many parts work together to make Lakewood great.
 b) Shared Values: I’ve worked with more than 960 community members on varied community projects and during 
my campaign, I’ve asked over 3000 community members “what matters to you?” I’ve found: we share reasons for living 
in and loving Lakewood; we want safe neighborhoods, a secure, opportunity-filled future, and a high quality of life.
 c) Collaboration and Positive Impact: I am an engineer.  I like to find ways to make things work better.  In a 
community, we make improvements together. I have years of community leadership and civic volunteer experience.  I 
started Southern Gables Sustainable Neighborhoods through the City of Lakewood and lead our group to ”Outstanding” 
status two years running.  Our last community event drew over 400 people, and we are piloting a program that helps 
seniors.  Appointed to the ACIC, I researched and made recommendations on City-wide issues.  As board member of my 
neighborhood organization, I organized a mulch collection site that collected over 3 tons of leaves.  It is amazing what 
we can accomplish together.  

What are three issues you would like to address as a City Council member?
 1) Feeling safe in our neighborhoods:  I support our police department’s goal to improve crime prevention.  
 2) Our future: secure and opportunity-filled. Maintain our fiscal responsibility, continue to improve our resource 
responsibility, keep the places we live, work and play appealing, successful and diverse.
 3) High quality of life:  Preserve and improve our outstanding park system, infrastructure, transit options, education, 
strong economy, safety, and health.

What is your vision for Lakewood?
 A safe, livable and diverse community where: people are safe in their neighborhoods, our economy is strong, our local 
businesses are successful, our schools are safe and supported, our shopping centers are appealing and walkable , our 
future is secure (both financial and natural resources), our residents have needed services, our parks and open spaces are 
protected, our neighborhood character maintained, our access to light rail and bike trails is easy, and our community’s 
housing needs are met.

How would you handle issues that create opposing views among your constituents?
 I believe there is always more than one side to an issue, all views are valid, and there is always common ground.  I 
listen with an open mind and understand the merit in each position.  I ask questions, am honest, and carefully consider 
solutions.  When all views are invited to the table, early and often, we have more information and can see different 
angles. This means better answers that account for everyone’s needs. 

What distinguishes you from your opponent?
 My broad civic experience and community support, collaboration, and proven, positive impact on our community.   By 
starting and leading the Sustainable Neighborhoods Program, I’ve helped bring people together (over 860 participants).  
I work hard toward practical, cost effective solutions that improve our everyday lives, including: supporting local 
business, community gardens, safety, resource (water, air, energy) efficiency, helping seniors, transportation, 
recycling, organics recycling and more, showing that I am innovative and persistent.  I partner with neighbors, the 
City, local businesses and the faith-based community to get things done and make our lives better. The ACIC provided 
experience working on many city-wide issues and finding solutions representing different views. My experience in 
Civics 101, Sustainability work-groups, City Council and Ward 5 meetings shows dedication and arms me with a solid 
understanding of opportunities and challenges in Lakewood and in Ward 5.  What distinguishes me is my experience, 
my collaboration, my positive impact on our pocket books, our everyday lives, and our future, and the bipartisan, 
wide-spread, community support I’ve earned.  

How do you define the role of a City Council member?
 To serve our community.  The role of a City Councilor is to listen, understand, stand up for and represent the needs, 
values and interests of our community in our policy. This means facing challenges and opportunities together and 
promoting community values.
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