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Looking@Lakewood Full of Possibilities.

Lakewood
Full of Possibilities.

See  Holding the bag page 7

 Don’t leave us — or your 
neighbors, fellow park visitors 
and residents — holding the bag. 
Responsible pet ownership means 
cleaning up after your dog in all 
situations, particularly when 
walking in public. Cleaning up 
means bagging your dog’s waste 
and putting the bag in a nearby 
trash can.
 As spring unfolds, Lakewood 
and communities across the metro 
area are struggling with the smelly, 
unpleasant problem from left-
behind waste and bags. Residents 
and park visitors also are reporting 
their frustrations to the City and 
other communities because of the 
lack of courtesy and responsibility 
on the part of irresponsible pet 
owners. This has become a big 
enough issue that the City is having 
to devote staff time and resources to 
try to solve it.
 Nobody goes to the park or 
open space to see dog waste 
or a line of knotted plastic bags 
along the path or trail as if they 
were multicolored markings for a 
landing strip. There’s no poop fairy 
who comes along to pick up the 
waste or those bags after you leave 
them. Pet owners who fail to pick 

Parks 
aren’t 

made for 
dog waste

Cleaning up 
means bagging 
your dog’s waste 
and putting the 
bag in a nearby 
trash can.

 The European bicycling tradition of a 
gran fondo is coming to Lakewood —
well sort of. Mayor Adam Paul wants to 
invite you to pedal with him this month 
as he tours Lakewood on his way to 
introducing the City’s newest bicycle 
amenity, the Garrison Bike Station.
 Gran fondo is an Italian term 
loosely translated as “big ride,” where 
cyclists ranging from serious, even 
professionals, to recreational bicyclists 
participate in a ride through scenic 
views while sharing camaraderie and a 
sense of achievement.
 Mayor Paul’s “big ride” around 
Lakewood is to celebrate the Garrison 
Bike Station and will begin at 9 a.m. on 
May 14 at Lakewood City Hall, 480 S. 

Allison Parkway. The tour will include 
several stops, and cyclists can join the 
ride at any point.
 The first part of the ride will include 
a stop at the Garrison Bike Station to 
celebrate a ribbon-cutting for the new 
facility. This free station is at West 13th 
Avenue and Garrison Street, which is 
the longest north-south bicycle route 
through Lakewood with a dedicated 
bicycle lane through most of it. The 
station also is across the street from 
the Garrison Station for the W light rail 
line. Built by the City, the bike station 
makes it easy to ride to the station, 
park your bicycle and commute to 

points east or west without having to 
bring you bicycle on the light rail. The 
covered station provides protection 
from the weather and secure locking 
facilities for bicycles.
 “I’m ready to ride, and I’m hoping 
folks come out to join me because 
it’s a grand way to see Lakewood 
in a whole new way and to visit 
some of the great additions to our 
community,” Mayor Paul said. 
 The day’s ride and events 
are outlined below. Visit www.
Lakewood.org for a map and 
updates as the stops for the big ride 
are continuing to be developed.
 

• 9 a.m.: Tour starts in City Hall Plaza, 480 S. 
Allison Parkway.
• 9:30 a.m.: Ride north on Garrison Street to 
the Garrison Bike Station at West 13th Avenue to 
celebrate a ribbon-cutting.
• 10 a.m.: Ride east on 13th to Lamar Station 
Crossing for an overview of the new transit-
oriented housing complex, tour and refreshments.
• 11 a.m.: Ride north to the 40 West Arts District.
• Noon: Additional points north including 
the Rocky Mountain College of Art + Design, 
Aviation Park and Morse Park before returning to 
Lakewood City Hall.

Mayor rolls out new bicycle station



May 2016 • Looking@Lakewood • 2

uniqueness of our community. It’s this 
dedication to inclusion that earned 
Lakewood the first-ever All-America 
City Diversity Award along with its first 
All-America City Award in 2011. When 
we won last time, we celebrated and 
enjoyed the accomplishments.  But it 
wasn’t enough. We can still do more, 
and we are. The great collaboration of 
Lakewood and its partners continues, 
and we work hard to make sure that we 
will continue to shine as the nation’s 
best All-America City. Hats off to you, 
Lakewood, and remember together we 
will do great things.

Adam Paul
303-987-7040
apaul@lakewood.org

Letter from the mayor

City Manager
Kathy Hodgson
 Looking@Lakewood is a 
newsletter published by the 
City of Lakewood,
480 S. Allison Parkway, 
Lakewood, CO  80226.

Editor Stacie Oulton,  303-987-7050
Designer Alvaro Pinel
Lakewood.org

 It is distributed to all households 
and businesses in the city. Alternative 
formats of this publication available upon 
request.

Council Corner Ward 5

Karen Harrison         Dana Gutwein

Buildings springing 
up in Ward 5 

 Spring is definitely in the air in 
Ward 5.  We have buildings and other 
changes springing up all over. 

Here is the list:
1.  The new Starbucks is in the   
 process of being built in the spot 
 of the old service station at Jewell  
 and Wadsworth, with a 
 spring opening projected.  
2.  Lakewood Memory Care at 
 Jewell and Balsam in front of the 
 Meridian is making great strides,   
 with a summer opening projected.

3.  A brew pub (site of old Liberty  
 Bank) is under construction and 
 hoping to be open this summer.
4.  Rite Aid is moving to the east end  
 of the shopping center at Jewell 
 and Wadsworth for the 
 convenience of a drive-through 
 window for the pharmacy.
5.  There are new owners of part of 
 the north shopping center at 
 Jewell and Wadsworth.  We hope  
 to see a few more changes in 
 this area.
 
 We are seeing many beneficial 
changes in our neighborhoods with 
a community garden starting in the 
Green Gables Elementary School 
area, the improvement of Carmody 
Park and updates of some of the 
sidewalk connections throughout 
Ward 5.  
 Our local business association, 
the South Lakewood Business 
Association, is having its meetings 
at the White Fence Farm on the first 

Tuesday of each month at 7:30 a.m. 
These meetings offer a great way to 
meet with local businesses and get 
updates on police and fire events 
and suggestions.  There are speakers 
each month specifically designed for 
business owners and residents.  
 We also have our regular meeting 
at Bear Valley Church on the third 
Saturday of the month at 9 a.m.  We 
have great speakers lined up to keep 
residents informed, and we also 
take residents’ concerns back to the 
appropriate City staff member.  Our 
May 21 meeting will include Nanette 
Neelan, deputy city manager and 

economic development director, 
to discuss an upcoming housing 
study and other topics.  The June 
18 meeting will be held at Carmody 
Park to walk around to get the 
update on changes and a quick tour 
of the park and facility.

Karen Harrison Dana Gutwein
303-987-7767 303-987-7040
kharrison@lakewood.org dgutwein@lakewood.org    

All-America 
City highlights 
meaningful work
to make Lakewood a 
better community
 Spring has arrived in Lakewood! 
Mother nature is trading the 
white stuff for budding trees, 
blooming flowers and giving us 
a few weeks of Green Mountain 
being green and bursting with 
beautiful wildflowers. In previous 
columns, I have been discussing 
community health by highlighting 
different aspects from physical and 
mental well-being and healthy 
communication between one 
another to the importance of 
a healthy and vibrant business 
climate. A healthy community has 
an ability for all residents to work 
together to address challenging 
issues that many times have no 
easy solution and in some cases 
simply can’t be solved without 
multiple community members and 
organizations working together. 
It is because of Lakewood’s great 

spirit of collaboration among 
residents, businesses and nonprofits 
that this amazing city is a finalist 
for America’s oldest and most 
prestigious community recognition 
award, the All-America City Award! 
 This distinguished award 
“recognizes exemplary grassroots 
community problem solving” and 
is awarded to 10 communities in 
the United States each year by the 
National Civic League. It is a great 
honor to be a finalist, and I want to 
thank everyone who has worked 
hard to not only shed a light on an 
issue, but also to address incredibly 
challenging and important needs in 
Lakewood. 
 I would like to share a little about 
the great projects that are being 
recognized. The City and Sprout 
City Farms created and expanded 
Mountair Park Community Farm, 
which is located in a “food desert” 
on Lakewood’s eastern border, 
meaning the neighborhood lacks 
easy access to healthy food. The farm 
offers low-cost fresh produce to the 
neighborhood, and it also created 
a very important partnership with 
Molholm Elementary School, offering 
access to produce, educational 
opportunities for the children and a 
summer camp. 
 The next project, called Lakewood 
Linked, seeks to build better 
connections between neighbors, 
businesses, churches and schools. 
Through these efforts, a tutoring 
program was brought to Lakewood, 
focused on mentoring and literacy. 
Whiz Kids is now active in six schools 

and making a tremendous difference 
particularly with students who have 
struggled academically. 
 The last project builds on a 
community commitment to our 
schools by viewing them as critically 
important hubs. This project seeks to 
support students and their families 
by identifying needs in the different 
neighborhoods and working to 
create successful outcomes that are 
individualized to each neighborhood. 
A need in southwest Lakewood may 
be much different then needs in 
northeast Lakewood. This approach 
provides a better way to address the 
needs throughout Lakewood, and  it 
will lead to better outcomes because 
the one-size-fits-all approach doesn’t 
always work.
 This is a quick snapshot of some 
of the amazing projects coming to 
life through incredible partnerships 
in Lakewood. The All-America City 
efforts are important because 
they demonstrate that we are a 
community that knows one group 
or institution can’t solve our most 
pressing problems alone. Those 
participating have lofty goals, and the 
goals will make sure all of Lakewood 
thrives. Through education, access 
to healthy food, wellness programs 
and a commitment to caring in our 
community, we will succeed. 
 Think of Lakewood as a quilt. 
As somebody once said, we work 
together just as the many different 
threads and fabric come together to 
make a quilt. When woven together, 
we bring strength and purpose 
while celebrating the differences and 

Watch the mayor’s health series
• Mental health
• Nutrition
• Fitness
www.Lakewood.org/Spotlight
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Lakewood’s 
Economic Development Team
303-987-7730
ed@lakewood.org

Welcome to

Grand Openings
To submit a listing, visit Lakewood.org/GrandOpenings.

Listed are openings of new businesses and important milestones.

 Lakewood residents who shop 
online are likely to notice a change 
this spring. Amazon has begun 
collecting state and local sales taxes 
for online purchases. As Amazon and 
potentially other large online retailers 
begin collecting sales tax, there will 
be a leveling of the playing field 
between local and online retailers.
 Folks have had a few questions 
about this situation, and we are 
happy to answer those questions. 

Question: Is this a new tax? 
Answer: No, this is not a new tax 
at all, but rather an application of 
the current tax policy. A sales tax 
license is required by the City for 
any person or entity engaged in the 
business of selling tangible personal 
property, which are products, within 
Lakewood. The license requires 
a business to collect the tax and 
send it to the City. While Amazon 
does not currently have a physical 
presence in Colorado, the company 
has announced it has chosen to 
create a distribution facility in 
Aurora to enable it to delight its 
customers with faster delivery. Until 
now, Amazon was not required to 
collect sales tax from shoppers in 
Colorado because the company had 
no physical presence in the state. 
Amazon has now arranged to collect 
local sales taxes in Colorado and 27 
other states.

Question: When did Amazon begin 
collecting sales tax here? 
Answer: Amazon voluntarily began 
collecting state sales tax as of Feb. 1 
and Lakewood sales tax as of April 1.  

Question: I’ve 
read the “How 
Sales Tax is 
Calculated” 
section on 
Amazon’s 
website, 
and it seems 
complicated. 
How does it 
actually work?
Answer: 
Amazon’s website states: “The amount 
of tax charged on your order will 
depend upon many factors including 
the identity of the seller, type of item 
purchased, and destination of the 
shipment.” In practice, Amazon works 
with thousands of retailers located 
all across the globe, and sales tax 
collection and reporting can vary 
in a variety of ways. Amazon uses 
sophisticated software to keep track 
of these factors, then collects and 
remits sales tax to local jurisdictions 
accordingly. It is even possible 
multiple items on a single order 
may be treated differently from a 
sales tax perspective. The City of 
Lakewood’s Finance Department has 
been working directly with Amazon 

to establish taxation principles in 
advance of the company beginning 
to collect sales tax on April 1. 
 The public generally wants 
businesses to compete in a fair 
environment where rules apply 

equally to all 
businesses 
whether they 
are online 
or physical 
stores. 
Lakewood 
residents 
also take 
pride in their 
community 
and want 

services such as public safety, roads 
and parks, which are funded mostly 
by sales taxes. We owe it to ourselves 
to find ways to economically support 
the services that make Lakewood the 

Sales tax on Amazon purchases
kind of place we want it to be. The 
sales tax that Amazon shoppers pay 
on their internet purchases will be 
used to provide valuable services 
in their own communities similar to 
the sales tax that shoppers pay in 
stores and businesses throughout 
Lakewood. 

Hasse Family Chiropractic
710 Kipling St., Suite 401
303-304-1352
www.HasseFamilyChiro.com

Tstreet Roadhouse
445 S. Teller St.
303-936-5179
www. TStreetRoadhouse.com

Master Rooter Plumbing and 
Master Excavating
8810 W. Colfax Ave.
720-434-3406

Crazy Donkey Trips
720-635-3670
www. CrazyDonkeyTrips.com

Cooking Experience Club
1050 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Suite P
720-519-1962
www. CookingExperienceClub.org

Kolache Factory
9998 W. Colfax Ave.
720-484-4359
www. KolacheFactory.com
 
Auntie Anne’s
14500 W. Colfax Ave.
Inside Colorado Mills Mall
303-590-1512
www. AuntieAnnes.com

    In recent surveys, most people 
reported they prefer to make 
purchases through local merchants. 
In data reported by Business News 
Daily, shoppers indicated they 
prefer brick-and-mortar shopping 
— another term for shopping in 
a physical store rather than an 
online business — for a variety of 
reasons including having the item 

Purchasing from a physical 
store often preferred

immediately (61 percent); seeing 
the item in person or trying it on (61 
percent); and avoiding delivery fees 
(65 percent).  They also reported 
they want to shop in physical stores 
to support local businesses, but 
interestingly, almost 75 percent of 
those surveyed spend time browsing 
products online before buying them 
at a physical store.

Economic Development

 The Mountair Park Community 
Farm at 13th Avenue and Depew 
Street operated by Sprout City 
Farms is just about to begin its third 
growing season.  In its first two years, 
the farm has grown nearly 9,000 
pounds of food and donated more 
than 1,500 pounds to local food 
banks and community programs.
 Join the farm’s 17-week 
Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program to receive fresh farm 
produce once a week from June to 
October, and attend the farm’s free 
community events and monthly 
workshops to learn growing secrets. 
For more information, please visit 
SproutCityFarms.org. 

 Free community events with music, 
kids’ activities, farm tours and more:
• Family Farm Fiesta: 1-4 p.m., Saturday,  
 May 21
• Haunted Harvest: 1-4 p.m., Saturday,  
 Oct. 29

Visit Lakewood farm for festivals, workshops

 Workshops are 10 a.m.-noon unless 
stated otherwise, with a suggested 
donation of $5-10. Please RSVP to 
info@sproutcityfarms.org:

• Composting: June 4. Find out how  
 to turn your kitchen and yard 
 waste into garden gold.
• Cut Flowers: July 23.  Learn how to  
 grow, harvest and arrange flowers.
• Homesteading Festival: Aug. 13. A  
 day of workshops from 10 a.m. to  
 3 p.m. to help you become more 
 self-sufficient.
• Pickling: Sept.17. Preserve the   
 harvest by turning your 
 vegetables into pickles.
• Mushrooms: Oct. 8. Grow your  
 own culinary mushrooms at 
 home.

 Join the farm’s community at 
Facebook.com/SproutCityFarms.



May 2016 • Looking@Lakewood • 4

offerings, services and fees and to buy 
your pass online, visit 
www.Lakewood.org/BCLP.

Fees for the park
• Annual passes will increase to 
$60 for Jeffco residents and $75 for 
nonresidents. 
• Jeffco residents can continue to 
receive their annual pass for $50 if 
they purchase it online or at an off-site 
facility such as City Hall or a recreation 
center, and nonresidents pay $60. 
• Jeffco seniors age 62 and older can 
purchase their annual passes for the 
same rate of $40, and nonresident 
seniors pay $50.
• Day passes will increase to $10 per 
vehicle, and camping increases to $25 
per night.

News & Information
 Take a trip back in time to learn 
about the history of Lakewood as the 
renovated Estes Motel is unveiled at 
the Lakewood Heritage Center during 
the City’s annual Rockin’ Block Party.
 This two-room, two-carport motel 
was brought to the site to help tell 
the story of tourism and commerce 
along West Colfax Avenue in the 
1950s. After a complete interior and 
exterior renovation, along with some 
new landscaping, the building will 
open as the museum’s newest exhibit 
this year. Finishing touches including 
furnishings are still underway, but 
the hotel will take visitors to an era 
of large automobiles and improving 
road networks, which led to increased 
demand for motel services especially 
along busy thoroughfares such as 
Colfax. Known also as Highway 40 
before the arrival of the interstate 
highway system, Colfax was the 
primary route between Denver and 
the Rocky Mountains. Museum visitors 
will learn about the impact Colfax and 
its motels had on the development of 
Lakewood.
  Just like all the historic buildings 
at the museum, the Estes Motel has 
an interesting story to tell. In 1944, 
Clifford and Christine Estes purchased 
property on the south side of Colfax 
just east of Kipling in what was 

then a rural area of unincorporated 
Jefferson County.  The couple built a 
house in the middle of the property, 
sometime between 1946 and 1948.  
They soon expanded by adding two 
structures for motel rooms during 
1948-1949, one at the northeast end 
of the property and the other at the 
southeast corner while the house 
remained the family home. 
 At this time, Colfax was a narrow, 
two-lane thoroughfare, more 

pedestrian in character and in the 
process of being paved. This area also 
was transforming from the farming 
countryside it had long been to the 
urban area it was to become with gas 
stations, grocery stores, a lumberyard 
and other businesses.  By 1952, the 
area hit its tourism peak with 37 
motels along West Colfax including 
the Trail’s End, Park-O-Tel, Siesta Motel, 
Del Norte Hotel and Monterey Lodge.  
      Answering to phone number 

Estes Motel: a visit to Lakewood’s roots
BE 3-5297, the two-building six-unit 
Estes Motel advertised rates of $4-8 
a night, serving a continual stream of 
travelers from across the country. After 
Clifford’s death in 1959, Christine sold 
the motel, but it remained the Estes 
Motel through several ownership 
changes and sported one of the many 
neon signs that defined Colfax. With 
declining tourist traffic because of the 
construction of Interstate 70, the motel 
finally closed sometime between 1977 
and 1982.
 The motel was generously donated 
to the Lakewood Heritage Center 
by Michael Bettmann, the owner 
of Colorado Frame Company who 
remains the owner of the property 
that once served as the site of the Estes 
Motel. 

Don’t miss the grand opening 
of the Estes Motel during this 

year’s Rockin’ Block Party at 6:30 
p.m. on Saturday, June 11 at the 
Lakewood Heritage Center, 801 

S. Yarrow St. Stay for the music of 
Chris Daniels and the Kings and 
then the film, “Sandlot,” under 
the stars at the Bonfils-Stanton 

Amphitheater. Details 
at Lakewood.org/RockinBlock.

 
 In recent years, Lakewood’s 
Bear Creek Lake Park has become 
increasingly popular with the 
residents of the metropolitan area. 
Visitors flock from far afield to make 
the most of Lakewood’s very own 
little stretch of sandy swim beach 
and nonmotorized water activities 
housed at the Big Soda Lake Marina. 
To help strike a balance between 
the demand for these recreational 
amenities and the preservation of our 
natural resources, Bear Creek Lake 
Park will implement some fee changes 
effective May 16.
 While the beach and marina are the 
main attractions on warm, summer 
weekends, visitors can still find some 
peace and quiet in other areas of 

the park where the facility boasts 
the beautiful Bear Creek Reservoir, 
archery range, horse stables and 
miles of paved and unpaved trails. 
 Plan to arrive early if a summer 
weekend or holiday at the park is on 

your agenda. Parking is usually full 
inside the park by midmorning, at 
which point the entrance gate closes 
until room is available for additional 
cars.
 To learn more about the park’s 

Gearing up for beach time at Lakewood’s Bear Creek Lake Park

 Every year, thousands of residents 
get outdoors to enjoy more than 
100 miles of paved multiuse trails in 
Lakewood. And whether it’s for fun, 
health or your commute, we want to 
hear about your experience out on the 
trail.
 The City is embarking on a trail 
assessment to understand the 
condition of existing major trail 
corridors, to identify possible future 
trail connections and to develop 
strategies to enhance the system. 

What’s Your Path? 
Tell us your experience with 
Lakewood’s trail system

 Want to get involved? Join us at 
7 p.m. Thursday, May 12 at the 
Lakewood Cultural Center, 470 
S. Allison Parkway, to tell us your 
experience on the following trails: 
Bear Creek, Alameda, Kipling, West 
Line (13th Avenue) and C-470. To take 
an online survey or learn more about 
the project, visit www.Lakewood.
org/Projects or call 303-987-7800.
 This project is funded in part by 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife’s Trails 
Program.

Annual outdoor 
siren test

Lakewood will conduct a test of its outdoor sirens at 11 a.m. on 
May 11. All 26 sirens in the system will be activated with a long wail, 
followed by a voice test message over the public address portion of 

the system. The test will conclude with one long siren wail. Check out 
the City’s video on what to do when the outdoor sirens are activated 
for an emergency at www.Lakewood.org/Sirens, and learn about 

emergency preparedness at www. Lakewood.org/EmergencyPrep.
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Arts&PARKS

ANNUAL FISHING TOURNAMENT
5:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m., Saturday, June 18 
Bear Creek Lake Park 
Lakewood.org/BCLPEvents

Cast your line and reel in the big one at the 
Bear Creek Lake Park trout fi shing tournament! 
The target fi sh for this event will be rainbow 
or brown trout, and the winner will be 
determined by weight. This is a two-person 
team tournament that will take place on Bear 
Creek Reservoir with 25 team slots available for 
watercraft and 25 team slots available for shore 
fi shing. Cash prizes for fi rst, second and third 
place.

INSPIRE ARTS WEEK LAKEWOOD 
June 1-12  
Lakewood.org/Inspire 

Enjoy this week + of free and discounted arts and 
cultural events throughout Lakewood! 

FREE! LET’S GO FISHING! 
9 a.m.-noon, Saturday, June 4 
Stone House Shelter
Lakewood.org/BCLPEvents 

FREE! ROCKIN’ BLOCK PARTY 
5-11 p.m., Saturday, June 11
Lakewood Heritage Center
Lakewood.org/RockinBlock

Music! Games! Outdoor Movie! Fun! Rockin’ Block 
Party returns to Lakewood Heritage Center, 
bigger and better than ever. Enjoy a free concert 
by Chris Daniels and The Kings and stay for a 
showing of 90s classic “The Sandlot” under the 
stars. New for 2016 is The Beer Garden presented 
by Foothills Credit Union, off ering Lakewood-
brewed beers, snacks and more! 

SPLISH SPLASH! OUTDOOR POOLS 
ARE OPENING MAY 28 
Lakewood.org/OutdoorPools 

Pack a picnic and enjoy a day of fun in the sun at 
Carmody, Morse Park, or Glennon Heights pools. 

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY VOLUNTEER 
PROJECT
8 a.m.-noon, Saturday, June 4
William F. Hayden Park on Green Mountain 
Lakewood.org/BCLPEvents

Join us for a volunteer trail project at William 
Frederick Hayden Park on Green Mountain in 
partnership with the Colorado Mountain Bike 
Association. Light breakfast and lunch will be 
provided.

The fi rst full weekend in June has been 
designated as no license required fi shing in the 
state of Colorado. Come join park naturalists at 
the Stone House Shelter and learn the basics of 
fi shing. You will learn about types of fi sh, bait, 
fi shing ethics and how to catch the big one. 
Registration deadline is June 2. 

FAMILY NIGHT AT MORSE PARK 
POOL 
5:30-8:30 p.m., Wednesday, June 8 
Morse Park Pool 
Lakewood.org/Outdoor Pools 

Come play in the evening! The pool will be open 
late for pool games and the infl atable obstacle 
course. 

SATURDAY NIGHT CAMPFIRE 
PROGRAM  LEAVE NO TRACE & 
SUMMER SAFETY 
7:30-9:30 p.m., Saturday, June 11
Bear Creek Lake Park 
Lakewood.org/BCLPEvents

Celebrate National Get Outdoors Day with 
Leave No Trace and summer safety practices. 
We will learn how to minimize our impact on 
the environment when recreating outdoors, 
as well as important safety rules to follow 
when spending time outside this summer! No 
registration required; park entry fee applies.

FAMILY NIGHT AT GLENNON 
HEIGHTS POOL 
5:30-8:30 p.m., Friday, June 17 
Glennon Heights Pool 
Lakewood.org/Outdoor Pools 

Come play in the evening! The pool will be open 
late for pool games and the infl atable obstacle 
course. 

SOUNDS EXCITING! SUMMER 
CONCERTS 
Wednesday evenings, June 22 - July 27
Lakewood Heritage Center
Lakewood.org/SummerConcerts

Lineup includes Hazel Miller Band, Funkiphino, 
Rapidgrass Quintet and more! Don’t miss 
Lakewood’s favorite summer concert series. 
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News & Information

EWSPART   N EREWSPART   N ER
News from our partners in government

 Winners of Lakewood’s 2016 
Sustainability Awards transformed the 
concept of what a suburban yard is 
with their unique approaches to food 
production and gardening. Both Micro 
Farms Colorado and Jovial Concepts 
changed underused yards and lawns 
into chemically free gardens to 
produce healthy food locally.
 They were among the winners in 
the Community Sustainability Awards 
category and were recognized during 
the April 25 City Council meeting. 
The awards recognize and celebrate 
community members, youth and 
companies who have demonstrated 
outstanding leadership in 
sustainability. This year’s eight winners 
demonstrated how partnerships and 
innovation can keep waste out of the 
landfill and accomplish so much more.

Community 
Sustainability Award
 The Southern Gables Sustainable 
Neighborhood group teamed up 
with other community partners to 
host a leaf compost collection event 
that prevented more than 4.7 tons of 
neighborhood yard waste from going 
to the landfill.
 A local entrepreneur launched 
Micro Farms Colorado and its unique 
Yard Partners Program that uses 
biointensive, chemical-free gardening 
practices to produce food in backyards 
and sold in shares to local residents. 
The Yard Partners Program brings 
fresh, local food to the community, and 
it supports the goals of Lakewood’s 
Sustainability Plan by increasing local 
food production, reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and contributing to a 
self-reliant local economy through the 
power of an entrepreneurial spirit and 
community support.  
 Jovial Concepts helps Lakewood 
volunteers transform their neighbors’ 
yards into productive, organic gardens. 

Jovial Concepts has brought together 
14 Lakewood homeowners and 
more than 200 Lakewood volunteers 
to address hunger, health and 
education, and the project focuses 
on low-income neighborhoods, 
increasing access to nutritious food, 
combating chronic diseases and 
empowering the community. In 2015, 
more than 2,500 pounds in donations 
went to Lakewood food banks.
 Lindsey Rankin, a mother of 
two and avid recycler, launched the 
TerraCycle School Recycling Program 
at Hutchinson Elementary School, 
keeping more than 50 pounds of 
writing utensils, 2,500 ink and toner 
cartridges, more than 544 baby food 
pouches and other hard-to-recycle 
items out of the landfill. Like most 
schools, Hutchinson produces tape, 
glue, pens, energy bar wrappers and 
other waste that is difficult to recycle. 
The program also has inspired future 
leaders.

 The Action Center’s Food Rescue 
program collects leftover, high-
quality food items from community 
grocers and restaurants to provide 

them to individuals and families in 
need through its self-select grocery 
and other agencies. The program 
provides fresh food to families while 
helping address our nation’s food 
waste issue. In 2015, the Action 
Center rescued more than 1.15 
million pounds of food. This program 
demonstrates how partnerships 
benefit the community and contribute 
to a more sustainable future.

Defender of the 
Planet youth award
The Green Mountain Area Home-
schoolers used their service learning 
project to address habitat needs 
throughout the community by pulling 
invasive weeds, planting thousands 
of wildflower seeds and building nest 
boxes. They continued their project 
through a monthlong educational 
display at the Belmar Library. 
 Student leaders at South 
Lakewood Elementary School took 
a holistic approach to sustainability 
by developing an outreach plan that 

covered renewable energy, water 
conservation and waste diversion. 
Student leaders taught themselves 
about the programs and technologies 
in use at the school and shared their 
findings with fellow classmates and the 
community.

Sustainability Award winners

Bruce Peoples 
Eco-employee Award
Rachel Griffin was one of the founding 
members of the Employees’ Committee 
for a Sustainable Lakewood and 
instrumental in the development of 
Lakewood’s Sustainability Awards 
as a way to recognize innovations 
by the local business community. 
Her understanding of the critical 
connection between sustainability 
and economic development helped 
frame the community’s vision for a 
sustainable economy in Lakewood’s 
first Sustainability Plan. Her passion 
and values serve as an example of how 
to create meaningful change through 
collaboration, volunteerism and team 
building.

 Jeffco Public Schools facilities and 
operations staff presented a draft 
Facilities Master Plan to the Board of 
Education on April 21. The plan aims 
to efficiently maximize use of existing 
facilities, strategize for growth areas 
and make investments that support 
students with facilities that meet 
current and future needs. The draft 
plan will now be presented at several 
public meetings. After public input, the 
plan will be revised if needed, and then 
returned to the board for discussion. 
If the plan is accepted, changes would 
likely phase in over six years starting in 
the fall of 2017, depending on funding. 
 There are a number of issues to 
consider when developing a plan for 
school facilities in the district. First, 
Jeffco Public Schools has been in 
existence for over 60 years, and many 
of the school facilities are dated and in 

need of costly maintenance. Second, 
the population in the county has 
changed; in some areas the number 
of school-aged children has declined, 
and schools are underutilized. Other 
areas have many more students 
than nearby schools can serve. With 
154 schools and 86,000 students 
in the district, the plan has a very 
diverse group to serve. Third, school 
physical needs have changed 
dramatically, and they include 
needing space to support modern 
teaching and learning; safety and 
security considerations; resources 
for the physically disabled; facilities 
for numerous sports and activities; 
technology infrastructure; traffic 
circulation and parking; demand for 
preschool, full-day kindergarten and 
before- and after-school services; 
and numerous federal and state 

requirements for educational services. 
Designing a facilities master plan must 
take all these issues and more into 
account.
 The draft Jeffco Public Schools 
Facilities Master Plan includes changes 
to school boundaries, adjustments 
in articulation areas, expansion of 
key sites, closing and consolidating 
schools, altering grades served in 
select schools and new construction 
to address student needs while using 
public funds responsibly.
 It is important for the community 
to weigh in on priorities and plans. 
Please attend one of the numerous 
community meetings to learn about 
Jeffco Public Schools’ facilities and 
voice your opinion on priorities, 
funding and the draft Facilities Master 
Plan. Please note, presentations will 
give an overview of the districtwide 

plan, but there will be a focus on the 
changes proposed for the area in which 
the meeting is held. For details go to 
www.JeffcoPublicSchools.org. 

Public presentations in Lakewood
•  8-10 a.m., June 8 at Bear Creek High   
 School auditorium
•  6-8 p.m., June 9 at Stein at O’Connell   
 cafeteria 

Jeffco Public Schools tackles facilities needs

Sustainability 
resources
Zero Waste: 
www.Lakewood.org/ZeroWasteTools
Shop local: 
www. Lakewood.org/LocalFood
Bike to work and carbon calculator: 
www. MyWayToGo.org
Updates and activities: 
www. Lakewood.org/SustainabilityNews
Natural resources: 
www. Lakewood.org/BCLPEvents
Connecting with neighbors: 
www. Nextdoor.com
Questions? 
Email sustainability@lakewood.org

Go in-depth
Look for links in bold and go online to Lakewood.org to 

watch videos, see photos and read more.
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Stay Informed Go in-depth
Look for links in bold and go online 
to Lakewood.org to watch videos, 

see photos and read more.

up after their dogs can be ticketed in 
Lakewood and other communities, but 
really what’s important for pet owners 
to understand is the harm they are 
causing by leaving the waste behind. 
Dog waste spreads harmful bacteria 
that can make other pets sick, and 
that bacteria enters our waterways. It 
also diminishes the experience that 
everyone is seeking when they head 
into the great outdoors for which our 
state is known.
 Several of Lakewood’s parks 
have dog waste stations sponsored 
by companies that provide a bag 
dispenser to help pet owners use our 
parks in a responsible way. Parks also 

have liberally distributed trash cans 
for disposal. Watch the Let’s DOO It 
video on YouTube to see responsible 
dog owners DOO their part to keep 
parks free of dog waste.  
 Responsible pet ownership 
involves the three Cs: care, courtesy 
and control. Following these is the 
best way to make sure your pet is 
safe, properly cared for and a valued 
member of the community. 
Care
 Make sure you provide your pet 
with an adequate supply of fresh 
water and shelter from the elements. 
Springtime weather can be extremes 
of hot and sunny to cold and snowy 

in a matter of hours. Inspect your 
fencing around your property. High 
winds can knock down fencing, 
allowing your dog to escape the 
safety of your yard. Old fencing can 
allow escapes through gaps, broken 
pickets or sagging chain link.  
Courtesy
 Dogs left in the yard when no 
one is home can become a barking 
problem. If you’re not home, you’re 
not there to address the noise 
disturbance. When out with your dog, 
use a leash and pick up after your 
dog. It’s your responsibility whether 
in your yard, your neighbor’s yard or 
in parks.

Control
 Ensure your dog’s leash and collar 
are the proper fit and are rated 
adequately for its size and strength. 
A dog can pull out of a loose collar 
or break a flimsy clasp. Dogs inside 
homes jumping at windows can break 
through the glass or screen. Some 
people are afraid of dogs and do not 
appreciate dogs that are off leash 
running up to them, and off-leash dogs 
can react unpredictably to bicyclists or 
runners. Others do not want unknown 
dogs running up to their dogs. Use the 
many dog parks in the area when you 
want to run your dog off leash.  

Holding the bag From page 1

 Heavy spring storms can be a 
strong reminder that some Lakewood 
properties lie in flood hazard areas 
even though they don’t normally 
appear to be in danger. Flooding 
can happen in high, medium or 
low-risk flood areas. To understand 
your property’s flood hazard risk, 
visit or write Lakewood’s Public 
Works Department, 480 S. Allison 
Parkway, 80226, or submit a 
request at www.Lakewood.org/
DrainageAndFloodplain or call 303-
987-7500 for this free service.  
 You can also find flood plain 
information in the reference section 
that the City established at the 
Lakewood Public Library, 10200 W. 
20th Ave.  
 Public Works can provide you 
with detailed flood plain information 
including FEMA flood insurance rate 
maps and studies, local community 
flood hazard area delineation study 
maps, flood depth data, elevation 
certificates, landslide hazards, 
historic flood events and location of 
designated wetlands in the National 
Wetlands Inventory.  Public Works staff 
is available to visit your property to 
discuss potential flood hazards.
 Learn about your flood risk and 
other National Flood Insurance 
Program resources online at 
www.FloodSmart.gov.

Tips for living in or 
near a flood hazard area

Insure your property:
• Check to see if you have a current 
flood insurance policy for your 
property. Flood insurance is 
recommended for everyone as 
standard homeowners’ and renters’ 
insurance 
policies do not 
cover flood 
losses. Property 
owners can 
insure their 
buildings and 
contents, and 
renters can 
insure their 
contents. There 
is a 30-day 
waiting period before policies become 
effective, so plan ahead.
• The City has entered into a federal 
program that provides discounted 
flood insurance premiums for any 
property owner in Lakewood whether 
or not the building is in a flood hazard 
area. For flood insurance and premium 
details, contact your insurance agent.  
To search for an agent by your ZIP 
code, contact the National Flood 
Insurance Program at 888-435-6637 or 
www.FloodSmart.gov.

Protect your property:
• Analyze the slope of the ground 
around your foundation. Check to 
see that water drains away from your 
foundation a minimum of seven to 10 
feet on all sides.
• Check your gutters and downspouts 
to see that they drain away from 
your foundation.  Use splash blocks 
as necessary. Make sure that your 

downspouts 
do not drain 
toward your 
neighbor’s 
foundation. 
Remember, 
standing 
water in your 
yard can 
seep into a 
basement.
• Help keep 
drainageways 

clean so they can carry runoff from 
storms. Do not dump or throw 
debris including branches, grass 
clippings, garbage, dirt and concrete 
into gulches, ditches or streams. 
Debris can accumulate and block 
drainageways and increase flooding 
hazards, and dumbing debris in 
drainageways is prohibited by City 
ordinance.
• Report dumping in gulches, ditches 
or streams and potential problems 
such as blocked culverts to the Public 
Works Department at 303-987-7500.

Protect yourself and 
others from flood hazards:
• During heavy rainfall, stay alert for 
warning signals (sirens, television, 
radio, websites and social media). 
Evacuate if directed.
• Plan evacuation routes to move to 
higher ground if necessary.
• Avoid walking or driving through 
flood waters. Just 6 inches of moving 
water can knock you down, and 2 feet 
of water can sweep your vehicle away.
• Prepare, plan, stay informed.  Visit 
www.Ready.gov. 

Build responsibly:
• Always check with Lakewood Public 
Works at 303-987-7500 to ask about 
development requirements before 
you build, remodel, fence, regrade, fill 
or otherwise alter your property. All 
development within the flood plain 
requires a special permit from the City. 

Protect natural 
flood plain functions:
• Keep in mind that urban 
drainageways function as conveyance 
systems for storm runoff and flood 
events. Help keep Lakewood’s gulches 
and streams clear and clean by 
properly disposing of any trash, debris 
or motor oil. Follow directions on labels 
when using fertilizers, pesticides and 
weed control chemicals.  

Do you live in a flood hazard area?

 It’s springtime in the Rockies, and you 
know what that means — cone zones 
for road repair and maintenance.
 Crews are hitting the streets for the 
City’s annual repaving and street repair 
program. This year, Lakewood will 
spend $8.6 million, which is paid for 
through the Capital Improvement and 
Preservation Program that is funded 
primarily by one-half cent of the City’s 
three pennies on the dollar sales tax.
 Work will be performed by both the 
Public Works Maintenance Division and 
private contractors the City has hired 
through competitive bids. The City 
crews work mostly on pothole patching, 
street cleaning and sweeping and 
gravel street and shoulder maintenance. 
Contractors primarily focus on concrete 
repair of curb, gutters, sidewalks, curb 
ramps and drainage crosspans and on 
seal coating , crack sealing and asphalt 
repaving.

 Street repaving, which replaces 
worn and damaged layers of asphalt 
with new asphalt, is done on streets 
with failing surfaces or poor “ride” 
quality, which means they are 
unpleasant to drive over.  Seal coating 
is preventative maintenance for 
streets in good condition to protect 
them against weathering. The current 
seal coating technique involves using 
a semi-clear penetrating oil, followed 
by sanding to reduce the potential for 
cars to pick up the oil. After 24 hours, 
the street is swept to collect loose 
sand. Seal coated streets initially have 
a blotchy, wet appearance, but this 
fades to a uniform gray color.
 More than 230 miles in Lakewood 
will be affected, so please watch 
for those construction zones. 
For a complete list of 2016 street 
maintenance projects, please 
visit www.Lakewood.org/
RepairsToStreetsAndSidewalks.  

City taking back streets from weather, wear
Streets slated for concrete repair 
and repaving:
•  Kipling Parkway from Belleview to  
 Quincy avenues
•  Pierce Street from Jewell to Florida  
 avenues
•  Mansfield Avenue from Wadsworth  
 Boulevard to Teller Street
•  Bear Creek Boulevard from Morrison  
 Road to Alameda Parkway

Streets receiving concrete repair only:
•  West 13th Avenue from Eaton 
 Street to Sheridan Boulevard 
•  West 12th Avenue from Benton 
 Street to Sheridan
•  Several streets (Ames, Benton,   
 Chase, Depew, Eaton, Fenton and  
 Gray) from West 12th to West   
 Colfax avenues. 
•  Robb Street from West 20th   
 and West Colfax avenues

Streets receiving repaving only:
•  West Alameda Avenue from Kipling  
 to Carr streets and from Pierce Street  
 to Sheridan Boulevard
•  First to Fifth avenues on various  
 sections west of Wadsworth 
 Boulevard

Streets receiving seal coat:
•  Carr Street from Ohio Place to   
 Belmar Avenue, from Woodard Drive 
 to Jewell Avenue and from Morrison  
 Road to Iliff Avenue
•  Several locations on Dover, Estes,  
 Harlan, Holland and Hoyt streets and  
 West Iowa Avenue
•  Garrison Street Frontage Road 
 from Colorado to Florida avenues
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Get Involved

Ward 4

Ward 3

Shakti
303-987-7740
shakti@lakewood.org 

Pete Roybal
720-432-7554

proybal@lakewood.org 

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ramey Johnson
303-232-1567
rjohnson@lakewood.org

Scott Koop
303-233-1198
skoop@lakewood.org 

Sharon Vincent
303-987-7040

svincent@lakewood.org

Charley Able 
303-233-7275 

cable@lakewood.org

Ward 5

David Wiechman
303-986-4818
dwiechman@lakewood.org

Karen Harrison
303-987-7767
kharrison@lakewood.org 

Dana Gutwein
303-987-7040

dgutwein@lakewood.org

Barb Franks
720-515-6501

bfranks@lakewood.org

Mayor Adam Paul
303-987-7040

apaul@lakewood.org 

To learn more about City Council, visit Lakewood.org/CityCouncil

Know Your City Council Members

 Your city is in the running for an 
award that’s sort of like a national 
championship for communities. 
Lakewood has been named a finalist 
for the 2016 All-America City Award, 
a prestigious national award given to 
10 communities each year. 
 The award celebrates and 
recognizes trailblazing efforts to 
bring residents, local government, 
businesses and nonprofit groups 
together to tackle the most pressing 
local issues. This year, the awards 
are focused on collaborations that 
ensure all children are healthy and 
supported in school and life.
 Lakewood will compete against 
20 other cities for the award, and 
each of the finalists will give a 
presentation to a jury of civic, 
business and community leaders 
from across the country during the 
annual All-America City Conference 
from June 16 to 19 at the Sheraton 
in downtown Denver. The jury will 
announce the 10 winners at end of 
the conference. The fellow finalists 
this year range from the seventh 
largest city in America (San Antonio) 
to a town of only 7,000 people 
(Hartsville, South Carolina).
 Visit www.Lakewood.org/AAC 
to tell us what you think makes 
Lakewood an All-America City. Video 
and photographs submissions are 
welcomed.

 The application for the award 
involves presenting three projects 
that demonstrate community 
collaboration, and those projects are 
listed below.

All-America City projects

Mountair Park Community Farm
 This project highlights the creation 
of the first community farm in 
Lakewood and the role it has played 
in supporting the surrounding 
neighborhood as well as students 
and families at Molholm Elementary 
School in Lakewood including the 
creation of the Mountair Summer 
Camp. 

Lakewood Linked
 This mayor-initiated effort is 
designed to build better connections 
from neighbor to neighbor, 
residents to businesses, churches to 
businesses and businesses to schools. 
Lakewood Linked has fostered 
neighborhood connections and 
volunteer projects, and it launched 
the Lakewood Faith Coalition, which 
has played a major role in bringing 
the Whiz Kids mentoring and literacy 
support program first to Foothills 
Elementary School in Lakewood and 
then expanded it to six Lakewood 
elementary schools.

Schools as Hubs
 Viewing schools as critically 
important community hubs is not 
new, but the idea of what should be 
included in that hub and how services 
can be delivered through that hub 
has changed — or rather intensified 
to take on a new urgency. This project 
outlines numerous and wide ranging 
community efforts that work with 
and through schools to provide 
support to students and their families, 
particularly highlighting the Field of 
Dreams project at Foothills Elementary 
School and major initiatives at Stein 
Elementary School in Lakewood.
 Lakewood won the first time it 
applied for an All-America City Award 
in 2011, and that same year the City 
won the first-ever Diversity Award 
for its extraordinary and innovative 
success in advancing diversity and 
inclusiveness in the community.
 The award is given by the National 
Civic League, which was founded 
in 1949 by Theodore Roosevelt and 
other national leaders to strengthen 
democracy and to build healthy, 
prosperous communities that are 
open, accountable and effective. Learn 
more at www.ncl.org. 

Lakewood finalist for All-America City Award


