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of civic experts and leaders, and 
Lakewood’s delegation included 
presenters from neighborhoods, 
schools, churches, businesses and 
10 elementary students from 
Lakewood. Jeffco Public Schools 
also contributed support for the 
presentation. Watch it at 
Lakewood.org/AAC.
     This is the second time 
Lakewood has won the award. 
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Looking@Lakewood

     Maddie Nichols has been active 
in her Two Creeks neighborhood in 
northeast Lakewood for decades, 
advocating for improvements, talking 
with City leaders, serving on the board 
of the neighborhood organization and 
leading by example.
     That leadership shined brightly 
during the presentation to the 
All-America City judging panel when a 

judge asked what a particular project 
had meant to residents and the city. 
With confidence that grows from a 
firm foundation, this grandmother 
who barely breaks the 5-foot mark 
stepped forward in her usual forceful 
stride to answer, and she concluded 
by saying that she is passionate 
about her neighborhood. Her 
heartfelt words and sincerity moved 

     Lakewood is tops in the country 
again. The City has been named a 
2016 All-America City for its 
outstanding efforts to bring 
residents, businesses, 
nonprofit groups and local 
government together to tackle the 
community’s challenges.
     This year’s award honored 
collaborative efforts to ensure that 
all children are healthy and 
successful in school and life, and 
Lakewood competed with 20 other 
cities from around the country at the 
National Civic League’s All-America 
City conference in June in Denver. 
The league was founded more than 
120 years ago by Theodore 
Roosevelt and other national leaders 
to strengthen democracy and build 
healthy communities, and it has 
given the award to 10 communities 
each year since 1949.
     “It’s hard to describe how 
meaningful this award is, but it 
shows that our community is
working together and doing the 
right things to help our children 
reach their dreams,” Lakewood 
Mayor Adam Paul said. “Lakewood 
is a great community, and once 
again the rest of the nation is taking 
notice.”
     Vying for the award included 
presenting to an 11-member panel 

Lakewood won the first time it 
applied for an All-America City 
Award in 2011, and that same year 
the City won the first-ever Diversity 
Award for its extraordinary and 
innovative success in advancing 
diversity and inclusiveness in the 
community.
     Lakewood won this year on the 
strength of its projects:

All-America City for the second time
     •  The Mountair Park 
Community Farm, the first 
community farm in a Lakewood 
park, supports the surrounding Two 
Creeks neighborhood with fresh 
produce and as a community 
gathering place and serves the 
needs of students and families at 
Molholm Elementary School 
particularly with the Mountair Park 
Summer Camp.

     •  Lakewood Linked works to 
build better connections across all 
segments of the community, fosters 
volunteer work and has launched 
the Lakewood Faith Coalition, which 
helped expand the Whiz Kids 
mentoring and literacy support 
program to serve nine Lakewood 
elementary schools.

     •  School as Hubs encompasses 
numerous and wide ranging 
community efforts that work with 
and through schools to provide 
support to students and their 
families, particularly highlighting 
the Field of Dreams sports field 
renovation community project at 
Foothills Elementary School and 
nonprofit programs serving several 
elementary schools.

Community members tell the story
the judges.
     “The more passionate we can 
make people about being involved 
and being passionate makes me 
more passionate,” she said of the 
All-America City experience. “I feel 
privileged to have been a part of 
such an amazing group of 
citizens — kids included as citizens. 
It certainly makes me proud of our 

city and all the agencies, community, 
businesses, etc. that make Lakewood 
be the best that it can be. We need to 
continue our involvement and  the 
involvement of more of our residents!”

See Community  Story page 7

Fencing, vacation rentals and other questions answered
     The issues that residents 
often care the most about in 
their neighborhoods are 
related to planning, zoning or 
how land is used. Below are 
answers to the questions that 
residents most frequently ask 
regarding these kinds of topics.
     If you don’t find the answer to 
a topic you are interested in, you 
can reach City Hall to ask your 
question whenever it’s 
convenient to you by using

Lakewood.org/
RequestLakewood,
which also has numerous 
answers to frequently asked 
questions.
     Every question or concern 
sent to Request Lakewood is 
provided directly to the 
appropriate staff member to 
answer and tracked to ensure 
you receive a timely response. 
You can also call the Planning 
Department by using the 
Planner of the Day line at 

303-987-7571.
     Planning and land-use 
guidance and regulations are 
important because they create 
the rules that accomplish the 
vision of how residents want to 
see their city develop. They also 
balance the rights of property 
owners and ensure that the rules 
apply to everyone.

See Planning FAQ’s page 6

Telling Lakewood’s All-America story. Twenty-two community members includ-
ing 10 elementary students from Lakewood schools presented three projects that 
helped bridge gaps in the community to the All-America City judging panel. 

https://www.Lakewood.org/AAC
https://www.lakewood.org/requestlakewood
https://www.lakewood.org/requestlakewood
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I became your mayor that we would 
keep Lakewood moving forward, and 
by addressing these needs we are 
doing just that. While it’s not going to 
be solved overnight, we have started 
on an accelerated program of solving 
stormwater problems. Lakewood always 
tries to keep rates the lowest it can, 
hence the fact that the utility charge 
remained unchanged since the utility 
began. Starting this year, the rate for a 
single-family home changed for the first 
time to $3.70 a month, which is less than 
about two-thirds of other stormwater 
utilities surveyed in Colorado. 
     We are working hard to keep 
Lakewood as safe, healthy and flood-
free as possible. Proactively fixing our 
flooding problems goes a long way in 
ensuring the welfare and peace of mind 
of our residents and our businesses.

Adam Paul
303-987-7040
APaul@Lakewood.org

Letter from the mayor

City Manager
Kathy Hodgson
 Looking@Lakewood is a 
newsletter published by the 
City of Lakewood,
480 S. Allison Parkway, 
Lakewood, CO  80226.

Editor Stacie Oulton,  303-987-7050
Designer Kimberly Palmer
Lakewood.org

 It is distributed to all households and 
businesses in the city. Alternative 
formats of this publication available 
upon request.

Council Corner Ward 2

Ward 2 staying cool! 

 The sweltering midsummer 
temperatures may have come early 
this year, but that doesn’t mean there 
aren’t a lot of cool things happening 
around Lakewood and especially 
Ward 2. 
     It is pretty “cool” Lakewood has 
once again been named an 
All-America City. Lakewood was one 
of 10 communities from around 
the country to win the award 
because of its outstanding civic 
accomplishments that include public 
engagement, inclusiveness and also 
linking private, public and nonprofit 
organizations to help solve many 
of our community’s challenges. 
One of the highlighted projects 
was the Mountair Park Community 
Farm (SproutCityFarms.org) and 
the role it has played in supporting 
the surrounding Two Creeks 
neighborhood by not only providing 
fresh vegetables but also organizing 
events and activities for residents to 
get involved in helping to grow their 
own food.
     It was very “cool” for us to be 
invited along with Mayor Adam Paul 

to the 30th anniversary open house 
of the Gold Crown Foundation at 
its sports facilities on the corner of 
West Alameda Avenue and Harlan 
Street. The Gold Crown Foundation 
has been a powerful advocate and 
program provider for area youth. 
Nearly 21,000 young people across 
the state play basketball, baseball, 
volleyball and golf and participate in 
various enrichment programs such 
as art and the computer clubhouse 
because of GCF. To continue to 
meet community needs in 2017, the 
foundation will open a new Gold 
Crown Clubhouse in Edgewater. You 
can get more information about 
activities for kids and also learn 
how you can become a mentor at 
GoldCrownEnrichment.org and 
GoldCrownFoundation.com.
Congratulations to everyone at GCF 
for doing so many really “cool” things 
for our youth.
     If you are looking for some place 
to chill out, you should check out 
activities in and around the 
40 West Arts District 
(40WestArts.org). The arts district 
initiated a new community-
focused cultural program called 
Live at Light Rail that brings 
musical performances during the 
summer months to the Lakewood-
Wadsworth light rail station on the 
W line. Performances will take place 
most Wednesdays from 4:30 to 6 
p.m. and feature local bands, choirs, 
ensembles and school musicians. 
Another great way to beat the heat 
is to visit the many art galleries in the 

district such as the newly relocated 
Lakewood Arts Council and Gallery 
of Everything. Then stop in for a cold 
one at the new WestFax Brewing Co. 
All three are located in the ever-
changing and newly updated Lamer 
Station Plaza, which is also home 
to the hugely popular and family 
favorite, Casa Bonita. In addition to 
a completely new parking lot and 
lighting, a public performance area 
will be created along with a new 
pedestrian walkway. You will get 
to see the new performance area 
come to life on Aug. 20 when 40 
West will hold its second West Colfax 
MuralFest in the parking lot between 
Casa Bonita and Colfax. Three bands, 
food trucks, local artist displays and 
an interactive art tent for the kids 
will be there for you to enjoy as you 
witness six muralists finish their 
original pieces that will be added 
to the growing number of outdoor 
murals along and near West Colfax 
in Lakewood. More details can be 
found at WestColfaxMuralFest.org.
     If the heat has you really beat, you 
can head out to one of the City’s 
wonderful parks or pools to cool 
off. There are two playful splash 
parks in Lakewood: Ray Ross Park 

has a baseball-themed splash pad, 
and there is also the wildly popular 
Surfside Spray Park at 5330 W. Ninth 
Ave. near Sheridan. You can go to 
Lakewood.org/Parks to find a shady 
park near you or to 
Lakewood.org/Recreation for 
recreation center times and locations.
     This is just a small sample of the 
many activities to keep young and old 
entertained this summer. Whether it’s 
a concert, art show, sporting event 
or shopping experience, you can see 
Lakewood and Ward 2 have a lot of 
opportunities to just chill and enjoy 
the summer. 
     Your Ward 2 council members will 
continue to meet with residents the 
second Wednesday of each month 
at 7:30 a.m. at 1560 Teller St. (40 West 
offices) to discuss current topics and 
hear concerns. We hope you enjoy the 
rest of your summer!

Scott Koop        Sharon Vincent
303-233-1198        303-987-7040
SKoop@Lakewood.org           SVincent@Lakewood.org

Scott Koop           Sharon Vincent

All-America efforts 
to make Lakewood 
the best it can be
     I am thrilled that Lakewood is a 2016 
All-America City because this award 
says a lot about our community.  I am 
so proud of the people and programs 
that earned this year’s award. If you 
have an opportunity, please watch 
the presentation to the judges at 
Lakewood.org/AAC. The kids’ and 
community members’ dedication 
embodies all the attributes of an
All-America City. Even more 
astonishing is the fact that we have 
achieved this distinct honor twice 
in the last five years. Let’s enjoy and 
celebrate this great honor while 
remembering that this is not the end. 
The work of making our community 
a better place is never finished, and 
we can always find ways to make 
Lakewood the best it can be. 
     Working to enhance the lives of 
our children, as highlighted by our 
All-America City designation, is an 
important attribute of a healthy 

community, and throughout the 
year in this column I have discussed 
different aspects of community health. 
Municipal government’s core mission 
is to provide for the health, safety 
and welfare of its residents. A critical 
function of protecting residents, their 
homes and businesses is through the 
stormwater utility. It manages storm 
runoff from rain and snow through a 
citywide system of hundreds of pipes, 
culverts, channels and 18 gulches. 
All properties in the city contribute 
to this runoff from their roofs and 
driveways regardless of where you live, 
and it must be managed to prevent 
damaging flooding and to protect lives 
and property.
     I can remember when I received 
my first bill as a new homeowner and 
questioning it. But when I began to 
understand the complicated nature 
of the drainage system, the amount 
of runoff and our incredible needs 
for maintenance and improvements, 
it began to make sense. The City 
Council in 1998 began to address 
these significant drainage needs by 
creating the stormwater utility. The 
utility has worked diligently within its 
budget to maintain, repair and improve 
the drainage system. But the list of 
needed improvements is long. Large 
parts of the drainage system were 
built before Lakewood became a city, 
and Lakewood’s population has nearly 
doubled since it became a city in 1969. 

     Managing stormwater runoff is 
critical. Several cities to the north saw 
that in 2013 when heavy rains hit during 
the fall. Lakewood experienced some 
substantial localized flooding that 
year as well. That prompted residents 
to ask City Council to look at fixing 
Lakewood’s flooding problems faster to 
reduce the potential for a devastating 
and unexpected flood. City Council 
facilitated a communitywide discussion 
about the issue in 2014 and 2015.
     Until this year, there had been about 
$1.25 million available each year to 
address more than $125 million in 
needed improvements to reduce or 
eliminate flooding both on a large 
scale throughout the city and in 
localized areas of neighborhoods. The 
utility funds pay for a specific service: 
maintenance of the drainage system, 
flood reduction and elimination 
and ensuring spills and runoff don’t 
contaminate our creeks and rivers.         
     The stormwater utility provides a high 
level of transparency, and all the dollars 
collected for the utility must be used 
only for the drainage system’s operation, 
maintenance and improvement. This 
is similar to your sewer bill to take the 
waste water from your bathrooms 
and kitchens to be treated. Everyone 
contributes to the waste sewer system, 
so everyone pays a charge for that, and 
the money is only used to maintain and 
fix the sewer system. 
     I made a commitment to you when 

Aug. 6: 9-10:30 a.m., Union Square Park
Sept. 10: 9-10:30 a.m., Bear Creek Greenbelt starting at 
the Stone House
Sept. 17: 9-11 a.m., Mountair Park Community 
Farm to FARMCAD

http://SproutCityFarms.org
http://GoldCrownEnrichment.org
http://GoldCrownFoundation.com
http://40WestArts.org
http://WestColfaxMuralFest.org
https://www.Lakewood.org/Parks
https://www.Lakewood.org/Recreation
https://www.Lakewood.org/AAC
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Economic Development

To submit a listing, visit Lakewood.org/GrandOpenings.

Welcome to

Listed below are openings of new businesses and important milestones.

Café Ole
3225 S. Wadsworth Blvd.
720-471-8829

Golden Puzzle Room
860 Tabor St., Suite 210
303-396-7359
GoldenPuzzleRoom.com

Lakewood Memory Care
8201 W. Jewell Ave.
720-358-0014
LakewoodMemory.com

Little Red Hen Studio
1169 S. Alkire St.
720-598-2738
LittleRedHenArt.com 

Mile High Hearing
200 Union Blvd., Suite 421
720-446-2828
MileHighHearing.com

PS Sweet Shoppe
334 S. Teller St.
303-922-0133
PSSweetShoppe.com

Qdoba
12027 W. Alameda Parkway
303-986-0973
Qdoba.com

Racca’s Pizzeria Napoletana
14500 W Colfax Ave., inside Colorado Mills Mall
303-590-1888
RaccasPizzeria.com 

The ways we communicate

Lakewood’s 
Economic Development Team
303-987-7730
ED@Lakewood.org

     There are many ways we share 
information about our Lakewood 
economy, businesses and 
development. We invite you to take 
advantage of the ways that work 
best for you.

Weekly Business News 
e-newsletter: 
     The subscription is free, and the 
information is invaluable. Each 
week, Lakewood Business News 
is delivered directly to your inbox. 
Upcoming events, media stories, 
updates on business resources and 
a fun brain-buster trivia question 
make the Business News one of 
the most popular ways we stay in 
touch. Sign up by visiting 
Lakewood.org/Newsletters. (You 
can subscribe to several other 
Lakewood e-newsletters while 
you’re there.)

Websites: 
     Both the City and the Economic 
Development Team have excellent 
presence on the web with dozens 
of well-organized pages, tons of 
comprehensive information and 
links to the items you care about 
most. Our website is a one-stop 
portal. The address is 
Lakewood.org for all things 

Lakewood, and if you add a little 
more to make it Lakewood.org/
EconomicDevelopment you’ll be 
right at our doorstep.

Twitter: 
     We send out and forward 
90-plus tweets a month, so an 
update is usually just a day or two 
away. From photos of Lakewood 
projects under construction and 
business association meetings to 
information from local chambers 
of commerce and the latest on the 
state/national economy, our Twitter 
feed keeps you informed. Find us 
by our Twitter handle, 
@LakewoodEconDev, or by browser 
at Twitter.com/LakewoodEconDev.

Facebook: 
     A recent survey found the 
average Facebook user spends over 
1,000 minutes each month — close 
to 33 minutes a day — on the social 
network. Once you’ve liked our 
page, our fresh updates flow into 
your news feed several times each 
month. You’ll find us at 
Facebook.com/LakewoodEconDev.

Development Highlights Map:       
     When you wonder what they’re 
building over there, the 
Development Highlights page is 
the place to go. The map is easy to 
use and fun to explore.  Click on 
any of the map’s color coded dots 
to get a little more information 
about projects recently completed, 
under construction or soon-to-be 
started. If you review this page in 
conjunction with the Current 
Planning Cases page, you’ll start to 
really see what’s in the pipeline for 
development in Lakewood. Point 
your browser to Lakewood.org and 
click “Development” on the menu 
of the home page. Both 
Development Highlights and 
Current Planning Cases are just an 
additional click away.

Business association meetings:      
     Business and community 
leaders come together for 
regularly scheduled meetings in 
many places around Lakewood. 
From the West Colfax Community 
Association and the South 
Lakewood Business 
Association to the Alameda 
Gateway Community Association 
and the Union Corridor 
Professionals, the Economic 
Development Team engages with 
more than a half dozen business 
associations. Call us and we’re 
happy to connect you with the 
associations that best fit your 
needs.

Instagram and YouTube: 
     They say a picture is worth a 
thousand words, and we have a lot 
to say about our business 

environment. Showing you our 
community from a business 
perspective, our Instagram and 
YouTube channels are great for a 
quick read on what’s happening in 
Lakewood. Go to Instagram or 
YouTube and search “Lakewood 
Economic Development.”  We’ll 
likely be a part of the first results. 
Choose to follow us, and we’ll show 
up in your feed with images and 
videos on a regular basis. Often we 
use the hashtag #LakewoodCO on 
our social media, so you can search 
for us that way as well.

Business welcome letters: 
     As businesses open, expand and 
relocate in Lakewood, the Economic 
Development Team makes a special 
effort to welcome each one into our 
community with a letter 
delivered via U.S. Postal Service. 
Each welcome letter contains basic 
City government, contact and 
licensing information. The goal of 
the welcome letters is to strengthen 
Lakewood’s relationship with each 
of our businesses and to foster an 
environment where our business 
community succeeds.
    

Rubio’s Coastal Grill
224 Union Blvd.
720-836-4968
Rubios.com

Sondermind Lakewood
12157 W. Cedar Dr.
844-997-6633
SonderMind.com

Custom installers 
recognized for
excellence
     Congratulations to Residential Systems Inc. on becoming a 2016 
Colorado Companies to Watch winner. Residential Systems has been 
recognized for its growth and commitment to its customers. 

     This Lakewood company, located at 610 Garrison St., Suite F, was started 
in 1985 and has about 25 employees. It provides custom installation 
services, specializing in automation systems, home theaters, outdoor 
patios, lighting, security, communication systems and more.

     Colorado Companies to Watch is a Colorado nonprofit focused on 
recognizing and promoting growing companies behind the startup stage 
that are making significant contributions to the state’s economy.

Go in-depth
Look for links in bold and go online 
to Lakewood.org to watch videos, 

see photos and read more.

Companies to WATCH

Grand Openings
Lakewood

http://GoldenPuzzleRoom.com
http://LakewoodMemory.com
http://LittleRedHenArt.com
http://MileHighHearing.com
http://PSSweetShoppe.com
http://Qdoba.com
http://RaccasPizzeria.com
https://www.Lakewood.org/Newsletters
https://www.Lakewood.org
https://www.Lakewood.org/EconomicDevelopment
https://www.Lakewood.org/EconomicDevelopment
http://Rubios.com
http://SonderMind.com
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Arts&PARKS

FREE! PARTY ON THE PLAZA
4-7 p.m., Friday, August 26
Lakewood’s Civic Center Plaza 
Lakewood.org/Plaza 

Join us for a free community party to celebrate 
the end of summer! Civic Center Plaza will play 
home to live music, buskers, food trucks and 
more! Beer and wine available for purchase. 

BARKNSPLASH BASH  
9 a.m.-1 p.m., August 13 & 14 at Morse Park 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., August 28 at Carmody Outdoor
Lakewood.org/BarkNSplash 

It’s Fido’s turn to swim at this annual favorite 
event. Please note: people are not allowed in the 
water with dogs. 

COPS THAT COOK 
8-11 a.m., Friday, August 19 
Clements Community Center 
Lakewood.org/CopsThatCook

This annual pancake fundraiser will benefi t 
Lakewood Police Department’s Caring by 
Sharing program, which delivers baskets of food 
and gifts to Lakewood community members 
in need. Enjoy a good breakfast and meet new 
friends at this favorite event! 

FREE! EXHIBIT: “STITCHED” 
Free Artist Reception: 5-7 p.m., Friday, 
September 2 
Exhibit runs September 2 through October 30
Richey Gallery, Lakewood Civic Center
Lakewood.org/Exhibits 

“Stitched” is a contemporary mixed media 
exhibition that transcends traditional 
embroidery as an artistic medium. Both artists’ 
have tied together past, present and future, 
creating imaginative works with stories to 
tell. Jenn Cram is a working artist and the 
director of public programs and engagement 
for Breckenridge Creative Arts. In addition 
to creating art, Simona Firpo also shares 
her passion by teaching workshops on the 
Breckenridge Arts District campus. 

OUTDOOR POOLS CLOSING
Lakewood.org/OutdoorPools 

Bid farewell to summer with one last splash at 
one of Lakewood’s three outdoor pools. Pools 
close mid-to-late August; check web for details.

FREE! CAR 25 OPEN HOUSE 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, August 6
Denver Federal Center 
Lakewood.org/HistoricTransit

Explore the history of transit in Lakewood at 
the Car 25 Open House! The trolley will be out 
and available for exploration and rides, weather 
permitting.  No pets, please. 

SATURDAY NIGHT CAMPFIRE: 
BACKYARD ASTRONOMY
7:30-9:30 p.m., Saturday, August 13
Bear Creek Lake Park 
Lakewood.org/BCLPEvents

Bring your sense of cosmic wonder as we look 
to the night skies! Lookout Mountain Nature 
Centers’ astronomy team will join us as we learn 
about the tools astronomers use to explore 
the night skies and discover how you can use 
the same tools in your own backyard!  No 
registration required; park entry fee applies.

FREE! EXHIBIT: “HOME SWEET 
HOME” 
Free Artist Reception: 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday, 
September 2 
Exhibit runs September 2 through October 30
Richey Gallery, Lakewood Civic Center
Lakewood.org/Exhibits 

9, WINE & DINE AT HOMESTEAD
5:15 p.m., Friday, August 19 
Homestead Golf Course
LakewoodGolf.org

Enjoy a relaxing evening with nine holes of golf, 
followed by a tasty buff et dinner for $49. Call 
Homestead at 720.963.5181 to reserve your spot!

9, WINE & DINE AT FOX HOLLOW 
4:30 p.m., Friday, September 16
Fox Hollow Golf Course 
LakewoodGolf.org

Enjoy a relaxing evening with nine holes of golf, 
followed by a tasty buff et dinner for $49. Call Fox 
Hollow at 303.986.7888 to reserve your spot!

View all of Lakewood’s exciting 
arts, parks, recreation and golf 
opportunities at Lakewood.org.
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     Speeding in Lakewood is getting 
some extra attention from the 
Lakewood Police Department’s Traffic 
Units, particularly on the weekends on 
West Sixth Avenue and Morrison Road.
     The units are increasing monitoring 
and enforcement, which means 
issuing tickets, as a way to discourage 
speeding through Lakewood. 
Complaints about excessive speed on 
both roads has prompted the stepped 
up enforcement.
     Monitoring shows that speeding has 
been significant on Sixth. During the 
hours of the stepped up enforcement, 
the traffic units have found numerous 
drivers speeding at more than 20 mph 
over the speed limit, which is 55 to 65
mph through the city. Several tickets

Speeding targeted with stepped up enforcement

 The City’s outdoors sirens are 
used primarily to warn residents of 
weather dangers such as a tornado, 
but the system also can be activated 
to issue warnings for chemical spills 
or a flash flood. When you hear 
Lakewood’s outdoor sirens, you 
should take the following steps:

•  If you are outside, seek shelter 
immediately.
•  Turn on the radio or television to 
a news station for information on 
what is happening. The designated 
Emergency Broadcast Station in the 
Denver area is 850 KOA AM.
•  Do NOT telephone the police 
or fire departments. This ties 
up dispatchers, making them 
unavailable to handle emergency 
calls.
•  If you believe the reason the sirens 
have been activated is for a tornado, 
take shelter immediately. At home, 
take cover in the basement. For 
homes without a basement, take 
cover in the center part of the house 
away from windows. 

•  If you are outside and can’t reach 
shelter during a tornado, lie flat in a 
nearby ditch or depression and cover 
your head with your hands.
•  Do not remain in a trailer or mobile 
home. 
•  At work or school, go to the interior 
hallways on the lowest floor or to the 
designated shelter area away from 
windows.
•  Continue listening to the radio or 
television for developments on the 
emergency and for information on 
when it is safe to leave your shelter.
•  Residents are encouraged to buy a 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration weather radio or 
sign up for the CodeRed system at 
Your911.net as additional ways to 
receive warnings.

     Learn more and watch a video 
about what to do when the outdoor 
sirens sound at Lakewood.org/
Sirens. For more information about 
the City’s outdoor siren warning 
system, call 303-987-7118.

What do you do when
you hear outdoor sirens?

Police Department

have been issued to drivers traveling at 
nearly 100 mph, and a few tickets have 
been for speeds over 100 mph.
     On Morrison Road, speeding has 
been more sporadic. The monitoring 
shows that 85 percent of the drivers 
have been traveling within 5 mph of 
the speed limit, which is 55 mph.
     Speeding is a dangerous driving 
behavior that is a contributing factor 
in a significant number of roadway 
fatalities, and it is often a component 
of aggressive driving, according to 
police and highway safety statistics. 
Speeding also decreases the amount 
of time a driver has to respond to 
changing road and traffic conditions.

Go in-depth
Look for links in bold and go online 
to Lakewood.org to watch videos, 

see photos and read more.

Mark your calendar 
for the West Metro Veterans Fair

1-5 p.m., Sept. 20
Lakewood Elks Lodge 1777 
1455 Newland St., Lakewood, CO

For more information, email 
norbri@Lakewoodco.org.

F 
A 
I 
R 

Veterans 
West Metro 

Fundraiser
18th

Annual
7-10 a.m., August 19

Clements Community Center

Tickets:
$4 in advance | $6 at the door

Tickets available at:
Clements Community Center
1580 Yarrow St.

All proceeds to  bene� t 
Caring by Sharing a program 
supported by the Lakewood
Police Department.

Please consider a donation if you are unable to attend. 
Visit Lakewood.org/CopsthatCook

COPS THAT COOK!

1580 Yarrow St.1580 Yarrow St.

Is your party planned?

Register your event for 
National Night Out

at Lakewood.org/NNO

http://Your911.net
https://www.Lakewood.org/Sirens
https://www.Lakewood.org/Sirens
https://www.Lakewood.org/NNO


July 2016 • Looking@Lakewood • 6

Neighborhood help

     Help improve the quality of life or 
safety in your neighborhood by 
applying for the 2017 Neighbor-
hood Participation Program, which 
provides grants each year of up to 
$60,000 for a small neighborhood 
project. Grants have been used to 
add picnic shelters in a neighbor-
hood park, build missing sidewalk 
connections, create a rain garden or 
renovate a playground. Applications 
are due by Sept. 23 and are available 
online at Lakewood.org/NPP. For 
more information, contact Principal 
Planner Holly Boehm at 
303-987-7507 or 
HolBoe@Lakewood.org.  

Free Civics 101 course for 
residents

     Enroll in Lakewood’s free Civics 
101 course to experience a court 
trial, ride in a snowplow, learn how 
your local tax dollars are spent and 
much more. The 2016 course will 
be 6-9 p.m. on  Tuesdays, Sept. 13-
Nov. 15 at Lakewood City Hall, 480 
S. Allison Parkway. The deadline to 
register is Aug. 30, and  applications 
are available online at 
Lakewood.org/Civics101. For 
more information, contact Public 
Information Officer Stacie Oulton at 
303-987-7058 or 
StaOul@Lakewood.org.

2016 Citizens’ Planning 
Academy

     Apply now for the popular 
Citizens’ Planning Academy, a
dynamic and interactive program 
intended to provide residents with 
the fundamentals of city planning. 
The academy will begin in August 
and continue through late October. 
The academy consists of six, 3½ 
hour sessions that include dinner. 
The deadline to apply is Aug. 11, 
and applications are available 
online at Lakewood.org/
PlanningAcademy. For more 
information, contact 
Principal Planner Stephen Wilson at 
303-987-7527 or 
SteWil@Lakewood.org.

News & Information

     

     All fences in residential zones 
must be set back two feet from the 
sidewalk or the edge of asphalt if 
there is no sidewalk, and 
homeowners must obtain a City 
permit when building 8 or more 
linear feet of fencing or replacing 
any existing fence. Permit 
applications are available at 
Lakewood.org/PlanningForms.
     Requirements for fences on 
commercial, office and 
industrial properties are different 
with distinctive maximum heights. 
For more information on these 
properties, visit Lakewood.org/
ZoningOrdinance and go to page 
7-22.

Can I have chickens, ducks, bees, 
and goats on my property?
     This depends upon your zone 
district. Once you have found the 
zone district in which your 

R-1-43, R-1-18, R-1-12, R-1-9, R-MF 
and M-N.    
    Check your zoning first by using 
the steps in the first question, and 
information about the special use 
permitting process can be found in 
Article 2 of the Lakewood Zoning 
Ordinance on page 2-12 at 
Lakewood.org/ZoningOrdinance.

Can I have a tiny home?
     Possibly. Lakewood has different 
requirements for homes on 
foundations and homes on trailers, 
wheels or without a foundation. If 
your zoning allows for single-family 
homes or an accessory dwelling 
unit, a tiny home could be allowed 
on its own lot or as an accessory 
dwelling unit if it is on a foundation 
and requirements for the building 
code and accessory units are met 
(see the question about those units).
     If the tiny home is not on a 
foundation, it can’t be a permanent 
living unit unless it is in a mobile 
home park in the Mobile Home 
Residential zone district.
     For more information about the 
type of foundation required or any 
other building code requirements, 
please contact the building division 
at 303-987-7500 to ask to speak with 
a plans examiner.

What’s my zoning? 
     Knowing how your property is 
zoned is the first step in answering 
your planning or land-use related 
questions, and that information is 
available on the City’s website. Follow 
the steps below to find out what the 
zoning is on your property.

1. Go to Lakewood.org/
WhatsMyZoning.
2. Type your address in the search 
box without using any punctuation.
3. Click on your address once it 
appears in the search box.
4. Click “Submit.”
5. Once the map comes up, your 
address will be called out by a 
blue-outlined box. Click “More Detail.”
6. Next to “Zoning” will be the zone 
district designated by a code, e.g., 
R-1-6, M-G-U, etc. in which the 
subject property is located.
7. Click on the zone district link and 
a PDF document will download with 
information about the zone district 
including permitted uses and setback 
information.
    A complete list of the zone districts 
can be found at Lakewood.org/
ZoningOrdinance.

How tall of a fence can I have?
     In residential zone districts, which 
are labeled starting with an “R,” a 
fence for a back- or side yard can be 
a maximum height of 6 feet, and the 
fence cannot extend beyond the 
front of the house. In a front yard, a 
fence can be a maximum height of 4 
feet, and the material must 
create a minimum of 50 percent 
openness in the surface of the fence. 
For example, pickets must be spaced 
to create an opening between 
pickets. 

property is located (see first 
question), visit Lakewood.org/
PlanningForms and scroll down to 
“Handouts for Urban Agriculture” 
for information on where small 
animals and bees are allowed.
     Answers to your local food 
production and food resource
questions are also available at 
Lakewood.org/LocalFood. 

Can I build an accessory dwelling 
unit — sometimes referred to as 
a mother-in-law apartment or 
carriage home?
     Accessory dwelling units are 
allowed in most residential zone 
districts, but it depends on your 
zoning and on your total lot area, 
which can be found on the 
Jefferson County Assessor’s 
Property records at 
Jeffco.us/Assessor. Check your 
zoning first by following the steps 
in the first question. There are also 
several requirements including 
limits on the size and height of the 
structure as well as off-street park-
ing, design and 
ownership conditions. You must 
also go through the building 
permit review process, and you 
should check with your water and 
sewer provider before moving 
forward with plans as the provider 
might require a new service line to 
the unit.

Are vacation rentals allowed 
through companies such as 
AirBnB?
     Residential rentals of less than 
30 days are considered a bed and 
breakfast and are only allowed with 
a special use permit for properties 
in the following zone districts: 

Planning FAQs From page 1

Go in-depth
Look for links in bold and go online 
to Lakewood.org to watch videos, 

see photos and read more.

Outstanding 
neighborhoods celebrated

     The City will recognize 
Lakewood’s certified sustainable 
neighborhoods during a reception 
at 6 p.m. on the Civic Center Plaza 
and at the City Council meeting at 7 
p.m. on Aug. 22. The event will rec-
ognize South of 6th, Eiber, Belmar, 
Southern Gables and Lake Loch-
wood Village. These neighborhoods 
have been certified through Lake-
wood’s Sustainable Neighborhoods 
Program, which gives residents the 
opportunity to enhance the envi-
ronmental and social strength of 
their neighborhoods and a sense 
of community while living more 
sustainably. The neighborhoods 
launch initiatives, organize work-
shops, provide education and work 
on programs, and these activities 
earn credits toward certification as 
a sustainable neighborhood.  For 
more information on the program, 
visit Lakewood.org/
GreenNeighborhoods. 

https://www.Lakewood.org/NPP
https://www.Lakewood.org/Civics101
https://www.Lakewood.org/PlanningAcademy
https://www.Lakewood.org/PlanningAcademy
https://www.Lakewood.org/PlanningForms
https://www.Lakewood.org/ZoningOrdinance
https://www.Lakewood.org/ZoningOrdinance
https://www.Lakewood.org/ZoningOrdinance
https://www.Lakewood.org/ZoningOrdinance
https://www.Lakewood.org/ZoningOrdinance
https://www.Lakewood.org/PlanningForms
https://www.Lakewood.org/PlanningForms
https://www.Lakewood.org/LocalFood
http://Jeffco.us/Assessor
https://www.Lakewood.org/GreenNeighborhoods
https://www.Lakewood.org/GreenNeighborhoods
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Go in-depth
Look for links in bold and go online 
to Lakewood.org to watch videos, 

see photos and read more.Stay Informed
Community Story From page 1

           
      
Here’s what other presenters had to say 
about the experience: 

     Olga Balderrama, a parent from 
Stein Elementary School whose 
daughters also presented: “It was a 
wonderful experience to participate 
and to meet new people that are 
interested in making Lakewood a 
better place, and I feel a great joy.”  
     

     Fernanda Balderrama, a student 
at Stein: “I am very thankful that I 
had a chance to participate in the                   
All-America City Award, and thank you 
to all the people that helped us win.” 

   Samantha Balderrama, a student at 
Stein: “I felt joy, and I thought it was a 

great experience being in front of the 
judges.”

     Terry Belair, owner of the Ace 
Hardware store at West Jewell 
Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard: “I 
accepted this volunteer assignment 
for many reasons — both business 
and personal. First and foremost, 
this was my way of thanking our 
customers (friends and neighbors) 
for their business, support and 
encouragement. My husband, Jim 
Hassig, and I opened Ace Hardware 
of Jewell Square six years ago. Along 
with our fantastic Ace team, we have 
seen our store grow and thrive. We 
were able to expand the store by 
adding 1,600 square feet last year. 
We know that small, locally owned 
businesses are the backbone of the 
community. Our nearby residents 
rely on us, and we strive to be Ace 
helpful whenever we can.  
      “Working with the presentation 
‘crew’ cemented my dedication to 
Lakewood. What a great experience 
we all had working together to 
present a heartfelt 10 minute 
presentation to all of the judges. 
Everyone’s dedication to their 
community involvement showed 
through, especially the kids’. 
Watching them made all of the hours 
of rehearsal well worth the time and 
effort! I know we all felt like winners, 
even before it was announced that 
Lakewood was voted an All-America 
City!”

    “On a personal level, I accepted this 
assignment as a personal challenge. 
I have extreme ‘stage fright,’  and 
the thought of talking in front of 
a ballroom full of people was WAY 
outside my comfort zone. It helped 
me on so many levels. What was 
the biggest surprise? I felt confident 
and excited to say my lines because 
I was surrounded by friends and 
community leaders who were all 
as dedicated as I was to show their 
Lakewood pride!”

     Ruben Rodriguez, lead pastor 
of Mountair Christian Church: “I was 
impressed by the enthusiasm of the 
group and the effort to perform in 
the best light on behalf of the city.”

     Belen Tzintzun, a student at Stein: 
“That was so great, and my mom said 
she is very proud of me.”

     Carter Ransom, a Foothills 
Elementary School student: “I 
thought we did pretty good, and I 
think we TOTALLY deserved the 
All-America City Award! I liked the 
other kids.”

     Erin Ransom, also a Foothills 
student: “The best part was the 
awesome people that we worked 
with. I loved the hotel!”

     Lindi Ransom, a Foothills 
Elementary School teacher: “What a 

fun experience to work with people 
that love Lakewood! We’re so blessed 
to work and live in this community and 
thrilled that Lakewood is an 
All-America City.”

Francisco Carrillo Martinez, a Stein 
student: “I was a normal fifth-grade 
student, studying and getting good 
grades. I signed up to volunteer in my 
school’s new homework club. I got a 
message to come to the Family Liaison 
Office. That’s when the adventure 
began. I have met a lot of people 
during practices and rehearsals. It was 
amazing. The practicing came along. 
I talked to more people, and I met a 
lot of new friends like Belen Tzintzun, 
Mason Miller, Samantha and Fernanda 
Balderrama and the rest of the crew! 
Kathy Hodgson, Allison Scheck and 
Stacie Oulton and everybody were the 
best. 
     It had come to the last day of 
practice, and the next day was the 
presentation. We had done what we 
had rehearsed every time, and the best 
time is that we are all together! After 
that day was over, I received a message 
that the All-America City Award winner 
is Lakewood! I got excited! It has 
been the best for me! This is the best 
time I have ever had, and I loved it! I 
wish I could go back in time and do 
this all over because it was the best 
time of my life! I am Francisco Carrillo 
Martinez, and this is Lakewood, full of 
possibilities!”

EWSPART   N EREWSPART   N ER
News from our partners in government

Jefferson County District Attorney Peter Weir Presents 

Jefferson County 
District Attorney’s Office 

500 Jefferson Parkway 
Golden, CO 80401 

303-271-6800 
www.districtattorney1.com 

 
Cary Johnson 303-271-6970 

csjohnso@jeffco.us 
 

 Safety Fair 
 

August 13, 2016 
Saturday 

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Jefferson County Fairgrounds 

15200 West Sixth Ave., Golden, CO 

 Document shredding  
 

 Prescription round-up 
 Bicycle rodeo for kids  
 

 Free parking lot shuttle 
 

80+ booths offering demonstrations, giveaways, 
and valuable safety information 

SAVE THE DATE 

Follow us on Twitter  
@DA1Colorado 

 

This year’s Safety Fair 
held in conjunction with 

the Jeffco Fair & Festival 

FREE ON-SITE 

Something for 

Everyone! 

Lakewood

2016

RALSTON HOUSE 
.5K ENDURANCE CHALLENGE

Take the Challenge

It’s Back! The race with the POINT!   
2016 marks 10 years of racing

In 2015, Ralston House served more than 1,100 child and teen victims of 
abuse. Will you race for one of them and help STOP the abuse and START 

the healing?

Join us for one...or both races!
Register online at RalstonHouse.net or by calling 720-898-6752

Saturday, August 6, 2016
The Square in Olde Town Arvada

Race begins at 10 a.m.  *Registration and activities open at 8:30 a.m.
or

Saturday, August 27, 2016
The Plaza at Belmar in Lakewood

Race begins at 10:30 a.m.  *Registration and activities open at 9 a.m.

www.RalstonHouse.net
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Get Involved

Ward 4

Ward 3

Shakti
303-987-7740
shakti@lakewood.org 

Pete Roybal
720-432-7554

proybal@lakewood.org 

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ramey Johnson
303-232-1567
rjohnson@lakewood.org

Scott Koop
303-233-1198
skoop@lakewood.org 

Sharon Vincent
303-987-7040

svincent@lakewood.org

Charley Able 
303-233-7275 

cable@lakewood.org

Ward 5

David Wiechman
303-986-4818
dwiechman@lakewood.org

Karen Harrison
303-987-7767
kharrison@lakewood.org 

Dana Gutwein
303-987-7040

dgutwein@lakewood.org

Barb Franks
720-515-6501

bfranks@lakewood.org

Mayor Adam Paul
303-987-7040

apaul@lakewood.org 

To learn more about City Council, visit Lakewood.org/CityCouncil

Know Your City Council Members

Progress on preserving local history
     Preserving the history of two of 
Lakewood’s hallmark neighborhoods 
recently received a boost. Grants will 
help the O’Kane Farm get designated 
as a local Lakewood landmark, and 
the Eiber neighborhood will receive a 
comprehensive survey of potentially 
historic structures.
     The O’Kane Farm, located at West 
First Avenue and Newland Street, has 
long been recognized as an 
important part of the fabric of the 
community, and it is an excellent 
example of a collection of farm 
buildings in the middle of an urban 
area. The property was originally 
purchased by immigrants Bernard 
and Elizabeth O’Kane in the late 
1800s and supported a dairy. It is 
believed the O’Kanes were among 
the earliest settlers of Jefferson 
County, and this unique, intact 
farm tells the story of Lakewood’s 
beginning.
     Lakewood received a Certified 
Local Government grant to conduct 
the necessary research to designate 
the O’Kane Farm as a local Lakewood 
landmark. This will be the city’s first 

local landmark designated through 
the Lakewood Historic Preservation 
Commission. Fifty percent of the 
grant is federally funded through 
the U.S. Department of the 
Interior’s Historic Preservation 
Fund Program in cooperation with 
the National Park Service and 50 
percent by the state of Colorado.  

     The City also has received a State 
Historical Fund to tell the story of 
Eiber in north Lakewood, which is 
one of the oldest neighborhoods in 
the city. The roots of this 
neighborhood date back to the 
settlement of what is now 
Lakewood. The area originally was 
agricultural with farms and 

orchards, and Eiber retains vestiges 
of some of the original farmhouses. 
The neighborhood grew significantly 
from the 1930s to the 1950s, 
prompted largely by the former 
Denver Ordnance Plant, now called 
the Denver Federal Center.
     The grant will allow Lakewood to 
conduct a comprehensive survey in 
Eiber to document buildings 
constructed prior to 1946 that might 
be eligible for national, state or local 
historic designations. The survey 
also will help write the history of the 
neighborhood and the development 
of the area. Lakewood was awarded 
the grant through a competitive 
process, and it demonstrates the 
City’s commitment to preserving its 
history. 
     To learn more about Lakewood’s 
historic preservation program, visit 
Lakewood.org/HistoricPreservation.

O’Kane Farmhouse

https://www.Lakewood.org/HistoricPreservation

