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JCOS Parents, Students, and Staff 

The Jefferson County Open School (JCOS) Community Garden allows 
students to follow their food from farm to fork. Produce from the gar-
den provides healthy meals in the school cafeteria and is shared with 
the community through a weekly Youth Farmers Market.  

 

The garden was created by parents, students, and staff who wanted to 
improve the nutritional value and quality of the food that students con-
sumed while providing a hands-on educational environment for sus-
tainable living. After extensive research, exploration, and creative fund-
raising JCOS began to build the permaculture garden and in 2014, JCOS 
launched the Garden to Cafeteria program. 

 

This project opens the door to a living world, allowing students to 
learn about nature and nu-
trition, incorporating con-
cepts of ecosystem balance 
and sustainability. It is an 
example of how shared 
passion and commitment 
can bring a community’s 
vision to life.  
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